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FALKLAND ISLANDS

Message from the Fdreign‘aﬁd Commonwealth Secretary,

N» Francis Pym, to the Chairman in Washington of the
Permanent Council of the Organisatiop of American
States, HE the Ambassador of Urugnay, délivered on
17 April 1982

I have been following with close aftenfion the activities
of the Organisation of American States in relation to the
grave crisis which has arisen over the Falkland Islands,
noting in particular the resolution which the Organisation
adopted on 13 April. The British Government welcomes the
sincere efforts which the Organisation of American States
has been taking to promote a peaceful  outcome: to support
the urgent diplomatic endeavours now being conducted to
achieve this objective: and to emphas%se the need to observe
the rules of international law.

As you will know, the British Government attach great
importance to the implementation of Resolution No 502 of
the United Nations Security Council. The contribution whi
the Organisation of American States can make to this end
will be of highest value.

News Department,
Foreign & Commonwealth Office, Downing Street (West), S.W.1.
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That the American regional community aff
that juridical organization is a necessary prer
peace, and that peace is founded on justice.and
quently, onthe international recognition znd protection of huma
freedoms, on the indispensable well-being of the people, zn
tiveness of democracy for the international realization of it
rity,

Have resolved, in conformity with the objectives staled zhrve, tocos
clude the following Trezty, in order (o zssure ols ,. theu

means, to provide for effective reciprocal assistance to me

tacks against any American State, and in order to dezl with thre
gression against any of them;

ARTICLE 1
_ The High Contracting Parties formally condemn war zna uncertzkein
their international relations not to resort to the threat or the use of force
inary manner inconsistent with the provisions of the Charier 7 ‘he
Nations or of this Treaty. i

ARTICLE 2

As a consequence of the principle set forth in the preceding Article,
the High Contracting Parties undertake to submit every controversy whicn
may arisebetween them to methods of peaceful settlementznd to endezwr-
to settle any such controversy among themselves by means of the proce-
duresinforcein theInter-American System before referring it to the Gen-
eral Assembly or the Security-Council of the United Nations.

ARTICLE 3

1. The High Contracting Parties agree that an armed attack by any
State against an American State shall be considered as 2n atta
21l the American States and, consequently, each one of the s=2
ing Parties undertakestoassist in meeting the attack in the e ]
the inherent right of individual or collective self-defense recognized
Article 51 of the Charter of the Uni}ed Nations.

2. On the requestofthe State or States directly attacked and unti
decision of the Organ of Consultation of the Inter-American Syste
one of the Contracting Parties may determine the immediate mecasures
which it may individually take in fulfillment of the obligation c
the preceding paragraph and in accordance with the principle of ¢
‘tal solidarity. The Organ of Consultation shall meet without delay
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AN
_‘ . : Council of the United Nations, in conforrm:
»\(\ZQ[\“N 3 Charter of the ited Nations, complete

ties undertak 5 plationin the exercise of ¢

R 2 defenseor {or

[

aggression which is not an‘armed attack or by 2n extra-cont
continental conflict, or by any other fact or situation that n
the peace of America, the Organ of Consultation shall mee

order to agree on the measures which must be taken in case of aggression
to assist the victim of the aggression or, in any case, the measures which
should be taken for the common defense and for the mai ence of  the
peace and security of the Continent.,

/
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ARTICLE 7

In the case of a conflict between {wo or more American States, witt
ut prejudice to the right of self-defense in conformity with Article 51 of
the Charter of the United-Nations, the High Contracting Parties, mesiinz
_fxi consultation shall cali upon the contending States to suspend hostilit
and restore matters to the statu quo ante bellum, and shall take in addit
2ll other necessary measures to reestablish-or maintain inter-Ameri
peace and security and for the solution of the conflict by peaceful me
- The rejection of the pacifying action will be considered in the deter
tion of the aggressor and in the application of the measures wh F
sultative meeting may agree upon. :

ARTICLE 8

For the purposes of this Treat v, the measures on which the Orgzn of
Consultation may agree will comprise one or more of the folloy Cx resal
of chiefs of diplomatic missions; breaking of diplomatic relztions:
ing of consular relations; partial or complete interruption of eco
lations or of rail, sea, air, postal, telegraphic, telephonic, and radic
lephonic or radiotelegraphic communications; and use of armed for

ARTICLE 9

In addition to other acts which the Organ of Consultation may cha

terize as aggression, the following shall be considered as such:

a. Unprovoked armed attack by z State again territory
people, or the land, sea or air forces of ano :

+ b. Invasion, by the armed forces of a State, of the territor)
American State, through the trespassing of boundarjes demarcated it
accordance with a treaty, judicial decision, or arbitral award,

the absence of {rontiers thus demarcated, invasion affecting a re
which is under the effective jurisdiction of another State.




ARTICLE 10
None of the provisions of this Treaty shall be construed as im
the rights and obligations of the High Centracting Partics vnder:
of lhc Umlcd Nations.
ARTICLE 11

The consuHat)onstowhzch tms Treaty refers shall b( czrr)eo out by

sns of the Meetinres of Minis rs of Foreion Affzis -n

Repubhcs which have ratified lr.c Treaty, or in the manner or by theorgan
which in the fulure may be agreed upon.

ARTICLE 12

. The Governing Board of the Pan American Union may zcl
ly as an organ of consultation until the meeting of the Orgz-
tion referred to in the preceding Article takes place.

ARTICLE 13

The consultations shall be initiated at the reguest zddressed to 1'ne
Governing Board of the Pan Amencan Union by any of the Signatory Stz
which has ratified the ’I‘reaty

ARTICLE 14

In the voting referred to in this Treaty only the representativesofthe
Signatory States which have ratified the Treaty may take part.

ARTICLE 15

The Governing Board of the Pari American Union shall act ir I'm
ters concerning this Treaty as an organ of liaison among the Signatory
States which have ratified this Treaty and between these States c:

United Nations. o

ARTICLE 16

The decisions of the Governing Board of the Pan American Union re-
{ferred to in Articles 13 and 15 above shall be taken by an absolute m=zinrity
of the Members entitled to vote.
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ARTICLE 17
The Organ of Consullation shall take ils decisijons by

thirds of the Signatory States which have ratified the Tr

ARTICLE 18

In the case of 2 situaticn or dispute between American States, thepar-
ties directly interested shall be excluded from the voting referred to inthe
two preceding Articles.

ARTICLE 19

, To constitute 2 quorum in all the meetings referred to in (+~ nrevious
Articles, it shall be necessary that the number of States representedshzll
be at least equal to the number of votes necessary for the tzixi... of the
decision.

ARTICLE 20

Decisions which require the application of the measures specified
Article 8 shall be binding upon 21l the Signatory States which have ratified
this Treaty, with the sole exception that no State shall be required to use
armed force without its consent: :

ARTICLE 21
The measures agreed upon by the Orgzn of Consultation shzll be exe-
cuted through the procedures and 2gencies now existing or those which
may in the future be established.
ARTICLE 22
This Treaty shall come into effect between the States which

as soon as the ratifications of two-thirds of the Signatory States have been
deposited. =

ARTICLE 23
This Treaty is open for signature by the American State

f Rio de Janeiro, and shall be ratified by the Signatory State
i{possible in accordance with their respective constitutiona
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CHARTER
OF THE ORGANIZATION OF
AMERICAN STATES

PART ONE

Chapter I,
‘NATURE AND PURPOSES

Article 1

The American States establish by this Charter the internztional
organization that they have developed to achieve an order of peace znd
justice, to promote their solidarity, to strengthen their collzboration,
and to defend their sovereignty, their territorial integrity, znd their
independence. Within the United Nations, the Organization of Americas
States is 2 regional agency.

Article 2

The Organization of American States, in order to put into practice
the principles on which it is founded 2nd to {fulfill its regionzl obligati
under the Charter of the United Nations, proclaims the following essex
tial purposes:

a) To strengthen the peace and security of the continent;

b) To prevent possible causes of difficulties znd to ensure the pz

‘settlement of disputes that may arise 2mong the Member States;

c) To provide for common action on the part of thos€ States in the
event of aggression;

(3

d) To seek the solution of political, juridical, and economic problems
that may arise among them; and
To promote, by cooperative action, their economic, soc
cultural development.
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Article 15

The jurisdiction of States within the limits of their nationa) terri-
tory is exercised ¢qually over al] the in.‘mabilanls, whether nationz)s or
aliens,

Article 16

Edch State has the right to develop its cultural, political, angd eco-
nomic life freely and naturally. In this free devclopmem, the Stzte shall

respect the Tights of the individual and the Principles of Universz) -

. Article 17 7

Respect for and the faithfu) observanc‘e of treaties constituie sian-

dards for the development of Peaceful relations 2mong Statee, 1
tional treaties ang agreements should be public,

Article 18

No Sstate or BToup of States has the ri
indirectly, for 2ny reason whatever,
Cof 2ny other State. The foregoing pri
force but a)so any other form of interference or éttempted threat against
the Personality of the State or against its‘political, €conomic, and cul-
tural elements, -

Article 19
No State may uvse or €ncourage the use of coercive measures of 2
€conomic or political character in order to force the Sovereign will of

2nother State and obtajn from it 2dvantages of 2ny kind,

Article 20

The territory of a State js inviolzble; it may not be the object, -=.
even temporarily, of military ©ccupation or of other measures of force
taken by znother State, directly or indireclly, ©n any grounds whatever
No territorjal acquisitions or special advantages obtained either by force
or by other means of coercion shall be recognized,

Article 2]

The American States bind themselves in their international reja-
tions not to have Tecourse to the use of force, except in the Case of seli-
defense in 2ccordance with existing treaties or in fulfillment thereof.

0
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Article )33

The Specialized Organizations shall tr mit to the Gene
sembly annual reports on the progress of their work 2nd on thejr
annual budgets and expenses,

” Article 134
|2l meetings

fic aspects of
ither the Gen-
s of Foreign
of one of the

Relations that should exist between the Soec
2nd the Orgznization shall be defined by means cf 2 = ¢
.between each organization and the Secretary Gcnere_l with the zuthori-
zation of the General Assembly,

Article 135
) The Specialized Organizations shzll estzablish cooper:

with world agencies of the same character in order to coord

activities. In concluding zgreements with internationz) zge

worldwide character, the Inter-American Specizlized O-ga»‘.

shall preserve their \cenluy znd their status 2s integrzl pzrts of the
Organization of American Stztes, even when they perform regionzl func-
tions of international agencies.

ed Conferences
ations concerned
T States for con-

Article 136

In determining the locztion of the Specialized Organizations con-
sideration shall be given to the interest of all of the Member Stztes anc
to the desirability of selecting the seats of these organizations on the

basis of a geographic representation as equitable as possible.
erican Spe-

zations estab-

ctions with F PART THREE
Lmerican States.

Chapter XXII
{ the organi- THE UNITED NATIONS
ng Article, as .
the Council

Article 137

%

None of the provisions of this Charter shall be construec zs i
pairing the rights and obligations of the Member States under the Charter
est technical % of the United Nations,
2ndzations of the
vith the provisions






