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NOTE FOR THE RECORD

SECOND BRIEFING FOR EDITORS ON FALKLANDS EMERGENCY

With the Secretary of State's approval, PUS held a further
meeting with Editors on 20 April to follow up the earlier
meeting on 7 April to discuss media coverage of the Falkland
Emergency. A list of those who attended is attached at Annex.
The meeting was entirely private.

20 PUS began by requesting continued caution over the
publication of information of the kind he had mentioned at the
last meeting (viz operational plans and capability, intelligence,
deployments of &lmits). He went on to request caution in three
particular areas:

a. Assistance being provided to UK forces by foreign
countries eg Senegal and Portugal (which might be withdrawn
if there was publicity).

b Argentine disinformation; while the media were
being careful about reporting information from South
American sources, it was clear that a good deal of
untruthful material was being put about there (eg that
Argentine Mirage IIIs were based at Port Stanley).

Cls Impending operations; the task force now provided
the Government with many military options and it was
important that the Argentines did not learn which might be
mounted and when.

e The Editors were then invited to comment on how the facilities
provided for their organisations were working. Generally they
appeared to be satisfied. Amongst particular points that arose
were:

Qe The standards of censorship aboard ships varied widely.
PUS commented that this was inevitable since some would be
in more sensitive locations than others and Commanding
Officers varied in outlook; but MOD would try to get more
consistency.

1) There was an unfilled market for 'local begy' stores
particularly in local radio programmes and newspapers.

c. If operations began, a rapid news release system would
be essential; MOD should provide a spokesman who could
appear on TV and radio (as Mr Fenn of the FCO had done
during the Zimbabwe negotiations); and there might need to
be correspondents permanently based in MOD. PUS undertook
to look into all these points.
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4, There followed a number of questions about aspects of the
current -emergency. Two key issues raised were:

a. How long would it be before operations might commence?
PUS pointed out that submarines were already operating in

the area, but elements of the main task force could arrive
within anything up to a week. Clearly deployments were

being carefully integrated with the evolution of diplomatic
negotiations to create maximum pressure for a peaceful solution.

165 Was there any truth in the US reports that elements of
the task force were close to South Georgia? PUS said he
could offer no comment on this.

54 Editors said that they found the meetings to be very useful
and it was agreed that a further meeting would be held in about

a week's time.

21 April 1982 S WEBB
PS/PUS

Distribution:

Internal : External

PS/S of S D J Wright Esg, Cabinet Office
PSO/CDS L P Wright Esqg, Home Office
PS/2nd PUS P R H Wright Esqg CMG, FCO

DUS (P)

DUS (N)

AUS (D Staff)

DNW

DCPR

SECCOS

Sec/DPBC

RESTRIGTED



P1.
D2, |
23 |
JI
25
26,

| Assoc. Ediror

q‘zlz_lcz Pug Edikors’ Meetmg ¥ Qv-ffe%“‘e& on board
DATE: ’\’uesdek), A@'\ 19, 1982
Al 1750~ Jor_ 1800
Newspaper, Agency, ctc Reporters Photography - Other details
i. bl Dalu  Broress Crristopher Wan Hitor | Rt Avgos i 4
2. PR BQ\C’) Q(\xd\'o \%Vm {)\JY\\Son Ediror
5. % BBC  Radw Laer Wodason | Qeoui Eddor | bt C
u. [ BBC  “Television Moo Ocotiere] ' AIDG | R Mo
5. |% TRN Poer “Thofnton Hitor | k< <L
6. Finoncal “Times \C).'D. Oden Editor e s
7.l 1N Davd Nichelas Biver | Yan. 4 )
5. |% PR David COnpp | Editorin-Cyik, | PE AL cht d.,
9. |9k Doy Mvor Rihord. Siott | Assistant Editor] ALL (he Qo
0. | foll Mal fladd Tubler | Assistark Edivor | Moo Aol
1. ok olh Srar Rrian_Mikchens. Edlor | el Semak
2. b Sy “Times Frank_Gleg Eator | b Sl
15 &Q&Vma& Sococes | Ken Brager Edbor
1 XS | Gq%’ am Sewark c%\'gggw ik
e ﬂﬂ%—j&ﬁm@?———_ | WilKiam ) Fitor | i Lo
16+ | Erompme o Brec. Fdlor
h7. Exee. Editor | Tone Bl
18. | ) w %S«\&v
k. | - Wa) Vice =Chaemnan : — Pe
20. D tor | Phk Bl

Lk B Dt

Editor
Editnr

Assit Editor
c.Edy
Polihical Editor




