NOTE TO PRESS OFFICERS

OAS AND THE RIO TREATY:

Argentina has requested the holding of a special meeti

OAS Permanent Council today at 10.30 am Washington .time. The
request cites Articles 12 and 6 of the Treaty. " Copies of the
relevant extracts are attached %ﬁ&§o at%achnd are a background

paper on the 0OAS and coples of ruetwwamt extracts from the 0AS
Charter and the Rio Treaty.

Line to take

It is natural that the OAS should meet in present circumstances.
We should draw attention to the resolution adopted by the
Organisation on 13 April (copy attached) and to Mr Pym's message
(Press Release No 62). We should also make the following
points:

i Member states of the Rio Treaty cannot be obliged to take
military action on behalf of another member state (Article
20). In fact, the Contracting Parties condemn war and -~
undertake not to resort to the threat or use of force in
any manner inconsistent with the provisions of the UN
Charter (Article 1).

The OAS 1t§$1% %s a regional agency within the United
Nations. Ms3=éarelresolutions of the UN Security Council
(ie SCR 502) therefore take precedence over OAS
resolutions (see Article 23T
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* Dackaround.

I The QAS s the modem successor to a varicty of Pan-Amercan or
Which evolved during the first half of the present cer ek, Lo
given peimanent legal structure by the Charter of Bogota (30 Apr) ) 48) which
entered into force {n December 1951 upon ratification by 14 signatony c*2¢me
Following a major reviston of the CAS! Chay 1SS 00 e o s SR
- replaced the Inter-American Confeirences (held every {ive years) as the SUpreme
Oorgan of the erganisation, and the Executive Counci] Wes superseded by three
. Parallel bogdies: . the Permanent Counctil, the Inter-American Soecfal an- -
-Council, and the Inter-American Council for Education, Science ans ~
1972.a Epeelal Commission for the Reorgan{satfon of the Inter-Amercan
- Was esteblished at Lima. The Commission's report was presented 2+ -
General Assembly. A new draft OAS Charter has been under discussicn In

2. -The OAS {s a regfonal agency within the Uniteg Nations, where {t has
’ .obser\'er status. The QAS Inter-American Spacizlized Organisations may perfcrm
:';' the functions of UN agencies without losing their status as integral paris of th=
i QAS. " The OAS maintains relations vdth OECD and other international orgeanicz<f

3. The Inter-American Treaty of Recinrocal Assistanca {the “Rio Treaty") iz a
: comerstone of the inter-American System, The Treaty had its origin {n the.1
American Conférence on Problems of War ang Peace, which met in Mexico Cits
March 1945, The resulting Act of Chapultepzc (1845) recommencead the concliz
‘of a treaty "to prevent and repel threats and acts of aggression against any of i
countrles of America', The Rio Treaty itself was drawn up in Brazil and signed in
Rio de Janeiro on-2 September 1947 .- : i

4, -The United States views the Treaty as a peace-keeping instrument and
stabilizing force within the hemisphere. The smaller states In the hemisphere
regard the Treaty as an important instrument for thetr protection. As the reci': -
the Protocol of Amendment to the Rio Treaty (the "San Jos¢” Erotoco) signed on
28 July 1975 (still to be retifled)), a new :

ON B&s
San josé€ gave members the freedom to normalize thelr relotions with Cuba .
San Juse’ resolution regulardzed, ex post facto, the unilateral actiong of ¢
parties to the Rio Treaty such as Peru, Argentina, Panama, Venczuela and
{n resumling direct relations with Cuba,

5. According to the revised treaty the contfacting parties are nct obhillged t

to the afd of a state that Is not a party (unlike the 1947 Treaty). This chang
signlficant In view of the increasing number of American states that are not partics
to tbc'Trcaly: Bahamas, Barbados, Canada, Grenada, Guyana ang Jamalca.
However these states are not entlrely fgnored [n the new Treaty, JIf they arc °

of aggresalon (as defined by the Trcaty) or of a conflict that might endanger ¢!

.
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ot L ho:nl::phom, "the organ of consultation shall meet Immediately to an
MCA s g and steps that should be taken for the common defonce .‘az‘.é
~:¢"r\~ the {mm!sphoxg". The new definition of agaression incomorated in the
=> 2Potocol mentlons a number of specilic acts of aggression such as fnvasion,
r*cim(\.nt, Llockade and the activitics of mercenardes and provides that the
°f consultation may determine that otheyr cases "equivalent {n nature and

kShess™ constitute .aggrossion,

RS aims to strengthen the pzace ang securdty of the Amedcan hemisz!

Ure peaceiul settlement of disputes., to provide for common actfon in the
ression, to seek to solve pelitical, juridical and economic problems amon
r states and to promote, through cooperative action, their economic, socizi
ltural development, S e

ent
<L

g

he OAS General A.ssem.bly meets annually,

he Meeting of Consultation of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs,
eets on an ad hoc basis at the request of any member. It {s
Pbliged to meet without delay in the case of armed attack against
he territory of 2 member state. o L e

he Councilis:

2) The Permanent Council comprises one representative of each
member state., Assisted by the Inter-American Committee on
Peaceful Settlement, this Counc!l Is entrusted to "lieep
vigilance over the maintenance:of friendly relations among the
member states™, i g -

The Inter-American Econom{é and Soctal Council (LI\—ECOSOQ)
coordinates all economic and soclal development functions
as’laid down {n the CAS Charter. It meets at least once a year
at ministerial level. Its Permanent Exccutive Committee
comprises a Chalmman and seven representatives from member
countries, + s

The Inter-American Counci) for Educatlon, Science and
Culture comprices one representative from each membar
country, Its Permanent Executive Committee ‘comprises

& Chafrman and seven representatives from member
countrics., A proposal to move the seat of the Councll from
Washington to a Latin Amerdcan capital (Quito has been
suggccted) {5 under discusslon,




The Inter-Ame U_(Ti\jDﬁ]l‘Ii‘“H(‘;.'I‘L Committen compilse s olev, i
clacted by the Ceneral Nssombly for a 4- yearterm from condie
pPresented by mombor countries, 2he IN)C undertal:es "such gl

as are asslgned to It by the Inter-American Councll of Jurlstes o0

Is also empoweinad to Inltiate Its own profects. The Cemmitice has
done {mpoitant work on the question of recognition of de facto reglmes
in Latin Amerlca and on subjects such as extradition, Jntcxgifon,
reservations to treaties, human rghts and the codification of
{nternaticnal law, The INJC has its seat at Rio de jonelio:
Thegﬂer—AMc:an' Cominission on Human Riahts comprises

- members elected by the OAS Permonent Counctl for a 4-year term,
It meets annuvally for a maximum of eight weeks, “According 1o its
Statute, the IACHR may make recommendations to governments
prepare studies and Teporis, examine communications submiticq io

it and survey the observance of certain rights in particular, 2 recent
example of the Commission's worl is the report Presented to the 1976
CAS General Assembly on the ‘human rights situation in Chile.

The Generzl Secretariat (iormerly known as the Pan American Union)
is the central and permanent organ of the OAS; the Secretary Generzl
. (Dr Alejandro Oriila, 1975-30) is elected by the General Assembly
for a S-year term. He may not be succeeded by a person of the saine
="national_ity. i i &
The Specialized Inter-American Conferences are inter-governmental
- mmeetings dealing with particular technical matters.

The Speclalized Oroanizations (eg the Pan Amercan Health Organizasi
the Inter-Amercan Indian Institute) have ;i) technical autonomy Hu:
take account of the recommendations of the QAS General Assembiy .

ﬁelatlons with the UN

({) The OAS Charter specifically claims the status of a regicnal
within the United Nations, Referring to the peacekeeping role of the Qt
Charter (Art.20) lays down that “al) International disputes that may ar
American States shall be submitted to the peaceful procedures set forth in

. Charter before being referred to the Security Councll of the United Netions.

(1) The OAS Secretory-General (s entitled to attend the UN General
‘Assembly as an Observer (UN Resolution 253 (111), 16 Octotor 1948). C
the UN has Observer Status at all OAS Inter-Amerdcan conferences and meotin:

’

of consultation (Resolution of 9th Inter-American Confcrcncc-l Bogotd, 1848

(11)  Although there is no formal polft{cal collaboration between the CLS o
the UN, organs of the OAS have occaslonally adopted texts In support of UN
actions (cg the Sucz and Hungadan questions (n 1956, the resumption of n
fests by the USSR in 1961). The OAS has also uddressed the UN Secretary C
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; xlimo to thime (In accordance with Article 54 of the UN Chaiter) reporting

P Ga:lslona or Informmting him of (lovblop)mtm: within the reglon (cg reports on thi
Wduras /Al Salvador dispute; reports by the Inter-American Commission on Jluman
s cte.), The composition of the Latin American Group at the UN, which mects
ularly and concerts action on major {ssucs, is not fdentical with that of the GAS.,
LAG includes one non-member of the, QAS (Guyana),

ans of Financial Support

Cencral Assembly establishes the bases for assessing contributions by member
emments to the CAS. Declisions on budgetary matters requirc a two-thirds vote.

Rdouartérs e ¥ i =

Cuba ot ol f i = Honduras
Dominican Republic 2 Mexico
Ecuador : B - ) .~ Nicaragua
_El Salvador : e Panama
.- Guatemala - 8. . Pardgusy

FHadtl o T Peru
e Uruguay
Venezuela

nidad and Tobago_

rmanent ebservers to the OAS

therlands
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4 WASHING
7O IMME
13 APRIL
ER) DGETOMN,
SANTIAGO, B0& SAN JOSE, QUITO, KINGSTON,
TEGUCIGALPA, MEXICO CITY, PALAMA CITY, ASUNCICN,
MOWTEVIDED, BELMOPAN, GEORGETOWN, CASTRIES

MI1PTSt FALXKLANDS/OAS

1. TEXT OF RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY OAS OK 13 APRIL:

WHEREAS: :

THE DISPUTE:BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF ARGERTIKA

KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND HORTHERN VRELAND IN R
WALVINAS (FALKLAND) ISLANDS IS ERDANGERING THE PEA
REMISPHERE, -
AHORG THE FURDAMERTAL PRINCIPLES ARD PURPOSES EST
CHARTER OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES TH
STRENGTHEN NG THE PEACE AND SECURITY OF THE COKTI
. POSSIBLE CAUSES OF DIFFICULTIES AXD ENSURING THE
OF DISPUTES, E

THE PERMANENT COUNCIL OF THE ORGANIZATIOK OF AMERICAK STATES
RESOLVES: ' -

1. TO -EXPRESS (TS PROFOUND CONCERK OVER THE SERIOUS SITUATION THA

THE REPUSLIC OF ARGENTINA AKD THE .UNITED KINGDOM CF Go5
AND NORTHERM |RELARD NOW FACE. ;

5. TO EXPRESS ITS FERVERT HOPE THAT A RAPID, PEACERUL=SOLL
SE FOUND TO THE DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO RATIORS WITHIK
COKTEXT OF THE RULES OF INTEENATIONAL LAW.

3. TO OFFER ITS FRIENDLY COOPERATION IN THE PEAGE EFFORTS &
“UNDER WAY, IN THE HOPE OF CONTRIBUTING IX THIS WAY TO A i
SETTLEMENT OF THE DISPUTE THAT WiLL AVERT OKRCE AND FOA

© DAKGER OF WAR BETWEZEN COUNTRIES THAT DESERVE TRE RESPE(
[RTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY.

- HENDERSON
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