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This is the first time I have attended a Council of Ministers
and I am very glad to be here in spite of some other

onerous preoccupations. But th;YYSCt that I ame%Lthe
circumstances khere underlines the great importance which I
attach to the Community and it is very important W solidarity
that we have shown in recent months and vears should be
maintained, and “@ have had a very good discussion. 4yPerhaps

I should begin by saying that over lunch we also had a talk
about the Middle East and we have issued a statement following
the withdrawal from Sinai of the Israelis. And I also

took the opportunity of bringing Foreign Ministers up to date
on the situation in the Falklands where we are still doing
everything possible to achieve 2 peaceful settlement which
everyone would prefer. I think it's well known that the

Task Force draws nearer and Mr Haig is still active and

we must hope fo} peace- and I told -them also something about

the events win S& Georgia. A/%ut of course the whole weight

of the meeting was on the Mandate and I- thlnk my predecessor
warned you after the last meeting in March that it would
~v7be—hard~Werk‘whén~we'resumed-amﬁLit-tertainly has been
“that today.- -He was quitefriéht; :ﬁe have-been talking

about both the method by which wé'could tackle fhe problem
and to a very llmlted extent- Some_ flgures. It was mainly
about method and- we explored— very-oarefullv and very
thorough]y the 1Qeas thg; “have b?en_Proposedrand Irthink

the fact that we did thaf at such lengths does represent
progress We are not vet at the point of reaching decisions
but as §Kwﬂmﬁﬁk¥ﬁﬁ%itﬁ¥§ﬁﬁ¥ that momea{‘d}a“s nearer it is
natural for everyone to fight*their -own corner and I've
certainly been doing that very hard today, <Z2=d/I1'd like

t6 say to you that 1 see this problem essentially as

a Community prob]em. It happens to be the budget relating
to Britain. ¢2) that_is under review but that is in fact

{

a Community problem. [;’4:, ge—vyot—widi—reesll—SFram_the

AcecessionTreaty—when—we—joined—theCommunrity—and—at—ihat
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time it wag onv igaged that if ciy HHetanees—attered or
CQ_dlllQnS_ﬁhanvﬁd,Tth there might very well have te—be i
add mento—med . d—that—nfaet has heppenad

and in 1980 arrangements were made that lasted for two years

and what we are talking about now is an arrangement that will
g0 on from 1982, /G have been hoping and we have been working
all along like my predecessor was for a long term solution
lasting about five years. That came up for discussion today
because a number of Members of the Community feel that it is
too long a time. For my own part I -would hope that we can

try and achieve a fairly long term solution because otherwise
we simply put off the argument and the dispute and the discussion
till another time. Well, I don't know what conclusion we will
.ultimately reach on that but at any rate I hope we will be able
to get a reasonably long term solution. /The procedure that

we have now agreed on the suggestion of Mr TindemanSe is

that we should take a few days to reflect now and thé two
Presidents will discuss these further with us and no doubt

with others and we shall take ﬁp the discussions again I should
think probably in the meeting on the 8/9 May. think—tha
nxobabi+—wh&t—#}%%—h&ﬁﬁe4- -#G4Hﬁ—4a{é75hr hope and desire

“is to achieve a solution as quickly as we can and a solution
that is not only fair for Britain but_ls_fa;r for the Community
Vtoo It is very important that the arrangements. we make between
each other are seen to be fair and I am sure that is the way
rﬁpbn which we can best build a future of the Communlt\ whieh

at the moment as you know has shown a great deal of solldarltv-

Qn thatlg whore the pasition remaine +rm]av 2nd we will be -
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Foreign chrnfcr}jiﬁo you think you and your colleagues in

—~the Cabinet have been able to form a sufficiently clear view of
_the budgetary consequences of the. discussed price -increase-for
agriculture products to enable a decision to be reached by
Agrieultural Ministers—at the meeting which T understand is to

be resumed tomorrow or the day after.
PN

Q—_ Yes there are meetings tomorrow. I don't think anything

/has




has been changed so far as that is concerned. This was —

discussed too at our meeting and a number of countries feel
Very strongly about it, sand, b1 course, in S +d legal

sense there is no connection, gut ca—the other hend it was
decided that all three chapters of the Mandate should go

together so that in that sense there is a connection between

the two subjects, and Particularly in the case of Britain there

is a practical point because the CAP as you know cost us

a2 great deal of money and it could be that decisions on

agricultural prices could cost us quite a lot of money so we

have to have that in our minds at the same time as we are
negotiating what is for us a very important matter namely the
budget. So the two go together. But they did make very strong
representations to me Xkak but I'm afraid that I left them

Y - | ————
in no doubt to expect that the situation will remain ias it is.

Q Mas—I ask weu Mr Pym, There had¥e been expressions that you are
glad that solidafﬁty has beén shown by your colleagues over
the matter of thé-Falkland Islands. Has-there been mention
=2t ‘any time in the day or even hinted that thev would welcome
some feeling of solldarltv from Britain w1th regard to
Common Market prices and Mandate matters7f-Has it been put

+-that in return for some solidarity on polltlcal/forelgn e

front there should be a reciprocat¢ffort from the UK.

A~ No. There has not. No suggestion 6f that kind not at all.

But' may I say that I do thipk it is very. imporiant,to the

Community that this budget matter should be resolved quickly
and as I say the basis upon which I want to-see that done is
a b351s which is fair to the Commun1t3 as-well as to Britain.
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Q Foreign Secretary, how would.you describe the level of support
today among your colléagues over the Falklands issue and what

is your reaction to it?




A: Very robust. There was no question about that at all.
I think it was probably as difficult for Italy as for any
country but Sr Colambo was forthright and supportive without

any question of doubt, So it was unanimous and strong.

Q&— And von are pleased hy it? (obuj aleay
: I 3 sy

A: Indeed I am. ’,l, grateful for it. I came over

last week. //Ihz’ked them for it and we talked about it today

and updé?;d them on the situation Ixszw as Iisaw dt ‘but they

(géE;:J351_35L4§qumlnilxe—as-$hey—had—been*dﬁﬁxﬁ*th?‘outset——
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Q: Foreign Secretary, in his g;:é briefing President

Tindemans said that the other Nine countries in the Community
Would those

figures be a long way from what Britain is looking for er

weuld Britein—Feel—that =

BRI Yes, a long way from what Britain is looking for.

Qs Would- it be possible to- brldge that gap-in the course
of one more meeting? NS

Az That remains to be seen doesn't ifr i would 11ke somehow

for the issue to be resolved because 1 think 1?§‘to evgzpodv;»
“advantage. thet WA have each of Parliaments to think about -

and what “they would regard as fair, and that's why T want +he

treaties done to he fair te all members—ef the

- <ty _We have to see whether we can- reaeh 1t"-i'am very

anxious to do so. -

Q: You don't feel with all the solidarity that Britain is

- - —_

a bit isolated on this poin‘t‘7

- Well we are isolated on this point partly because it

~ happens that we alone are in.a unique position of be:ng a maqu
contrlbutorinot in 1981 but we would be without an adjustmenlljn
1982 onwards a major contributor when our standard of living

and general wealth would suggest that we ought to be a net
beneficiar ‘v/‘Jk -;@—%ﬂ‘:f‘t‘\—)%ﬁ%%—iwwlAH%ﬂﬂ#—fﬁﬁl' amuanfarirness—there,

4 happens to have foll +ous ‘HU—ﬂﬂﬁm —that—sensewe—are
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isedmted—tutll look upon it as a Community problem because
unless all the arrangements we make between each other are fadir
and seem to be fair between each Member then I don't think the
Community is as strong as it ought to be.

view—that—althougheursituatior—and—oar
s ;7d&ﬁ:¥€§;;¥:ﬁrkﬁﬁﬂt—hrﬁiﬁ~vﬁse_a_b

were
QoL NBC News: R e .
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_. feldey foreign ministers atsome pointftheir ‘solidar

been wa

éEfL:;_haAe—thaT_fiﬁé_bf cOnversation at any point in the day

Q: Did the-other Nine show any movement at all towards

any of the proposed changes which your-predecessor urged
A
on the’T\°'“,“"Aﬁer—$h&s prop@sa19

A} No, we talked about a number of them and some of them

“do xunﬂsxhﬁks undoubtedlv ralse dlfflculxles ﬁor some Member

countries, 50 that partlcular structurei}hough we support the
principle underlying it and the methodologv underlying % it)is

e some,dlffncultv.gutﬂwe can reflect-further-whether there—are —
any other changes which mlght be 1ncorporated which could make
it more atceptable, bz Vubo have. just-explored -it-all: -That is
what happened today and that was useful. ]
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For ign4§éé}etéry, you put xour co]leagés ﬁb to
the-Falklands I-wonder whether xou might ‘do the same7for us
artieulafly in regard to the rufiours that are goiig

that British forceés may have ZAanded on tﬁé”FETEiﬁxd Islands.




