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This morning the Union Jack is once again flying on the

Falkland Islands. And I hope that you have sll seen this photograph -
showing the evident pleasure of thérFalkland Island children.

A major bridgehead has been established in the area of Sen
Carlos on East Falkland. The major amphibious 1and%ng yesterday
was a.éomplete sﬁccessQ Tactical surprise was achieved and our
troops landed safely with almost no interference from Argentine
forces. We are now ashore on British Sovere1gn Territory in
con51derable force and have three Royal Marine Commandos and two
Battalions of the Parachute Regiment firmly in place with their
supporting arms including artillery and Rapier and other

defence weapons. From their secure base our forces will

to place the occupying Argentine troops under increasing

harassment, whilst the Royal Navy maintains and tightens

blockade around the islands.

To complement the landings there were raids yes
of East and West Falklands. In one of
Argentine position on Fanning Head overlook
In another the airfield at Goose Green and

positions closeby were raided




should like +tp Pay great tribute to the me

Majesty’s Forces, Tothe Merchant Navy .

are fighting now from a Secure base,

of the initial'amphibious landing are 13 them, * ye are back

on the Falklang Islands, and back in Strength, We inteng to

€nsure that aggression does not bay.




Carrier based RAF Harriers launched attacks in

mornihg a8gainst Argentine installations at Port Stenley ai

the helicopters on the ground nearby, as well as military
installations at Fox Bay. During these operations we lost two

Gazelle helicopters, and one RAF Harrier is missing.

The Argentine Nevy has so far made no attempt to intervene.
It;surfaee ships remain bottled Up in coastal waters. The Argentine
Aifforce has as expected launched heavy raids on our ships. Air
attacks sfarted at about 10.30 local time and continued throughout
daylight. A succession of attacks were made by Mirage, Sky Hawks
and Pucaras. Combat air patrols by Sea Harriers from the Task
Force were flown continuously and were successful in shooting
down a large number of aircraft. We believe:that total Argentine
losses so far are 9 Mirage, 5 Sky Hawks, 2 Pucaras and 4 helicopters.
These losses must represent a very significant blow to the

Argentine Air Force,
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