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Ak
PS/PUS
Copy to:

AUS(D Staff)
DS11 Duty Officer

BACKGROUND BRIEFING FOR US CORRESPONDENTS

I attach a line which PUS might take on US assistance.

2 The statement is not very forthcoming. On US assistance,
this is because the US still remain wvery nervous about making
any details public. See Washington Tel No 1854 attached.
Nonetheless, as predicted lezks are beginning to appear from
US sources. ©See para 4 of Washington Tel No 1850 attached.

I suggest that PUS should confirm that the US are being
helpful, but only on a strictly unattributable basis.

C B JENNINGS
22 May 1982 DS11
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A CONFIDENTIAL

WHAT ASSTSTANCE HAS THE US / Unattributable answer /.
OFFERED? o)

Primarily, the assistance what we
have sought from the US merely
involves the replenishment of
existing stocks of equipment

which we have purchased in the past
from the United States. They are
also providing some direct logistic
asgigtance (EC \88 tankers)

in the UKY" We have no intention
,{N . of requesting direct US military
i support in the Falklands area.
NYRD o, The United States has responded

sympathetically to our reguests,
as Secretary Haig promised on

30 April. We are most grateful
for the efforts which have been
made to accelerate delivery of
equipment to us. Cannot go into
details of what is involved, but
it includes a range of equipment,
logistic and other support.
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1. HRIG TOLD ME THIS AFTERMOOM THAT THE US EMEASSY IHM BUSHMOS AIRES e
HAD JUST REFORTED ThaT THE ARGENTIMES WERE ToLxIHG OF ESEGKING OFF Ly
RELATIONS WITH THE US. ONE PRETEHT EEING ACUSHCED WSS US MOTERTEL = i
SUPPORT FOR BRITAIN AND THE DETAILED PUBLICITY GIVEH TO IT IN THE =
AMERICAN PRESS. HAIG SAID THAT IH THIS COMTEXT NEWSPAPER REFORTS O,
SUCH AS THAT WHICH GPPEARED IN TODEY!S MEL YORK TIMES iy o
TELNO 1848) - WHICH OF COURSE CAME FROM US SOURCES - MERE MOST %7
UNHELFFUL. HE HOPED WE MDULD COMTIMUE TO GUDID MaeIMG FUBLIC B |
DETAILS OF THE SUFPORT HE WERE GETTIMG. HE ALSD FEFERRED TO THE R
STATEMENT ISSUED EY THE WHITE HOUSE TOD&Y ¢SEE MIETY. ;B 3
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TELEGRSM HUMEER 1848 OF 21 HMay €2

INFO UKMIS REN YORK, BIS HEU YORK

FaLKLENDS: U3 PRESS

1. PRESS LEAD WITH THE PRIME MIMISTERIS DESCRIFTICH OF CUR
MEGOTI&TIHG POE1TI0NH, REFRESEMTIHG THE LIMITE TO 1HICH THE

COUERMMENT EELIEUED IT RIGHT TO GO: @HD HER STATEMEMT THAT SIHCE
THESE FROFDZALS HaD BEEH REJECTEDR THEY-MEFE HO LOHGER OH THE TAELE
THE PSFERS HOTE THAT HMG!S PROFOSALE MERE SUFFORTED EY AL PRETIES

IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS AND THAT THE CPPOSITIOH SUPPORTED THE USE

OF FORCE IF THEY WERE WOT ACCEPTED. MHILE ARGUING THAT EFFORTS SHOLLD

STILL EE MADE TO KEEF HEGOTIATIMG CHARHHELS OFEHM.

2. THE QTHER LEAD ITEM IS THE UM SECRETARY GEMERAL IS COHCIUSIOH
THAT HIZ MEGOTIATIHNG INITISTIUE 1IRS aT AN EHD. THE REW VORY TIHES
ARD THE H&SHIWGTON POST IDEMTIFY THE H&AIH FOIHTS OF DIFFICULTY

(1% FRGENTINE INSISTENCE OH THE WIHMIHG OF SOUEREIGHTY IN DUE COURSE
OUR DETERMINATION TO ENSURE THAT THE ISLANDERS HERE RSSOCIATEDR HITH
THE IHTERIM ADMINISTRATICON AHD THAT QCCOUNT HAS TRAKEH OF TREIR
IHISHES: AND THE ARGUWMENT CUER THE INCLUSION OF ThE DEFENDENCIES.
THE GEHERAL COHCLUSION DRAUM IS THAT HMATTERS WILY HOU BE DECIDED

BY BILITARY ACTIOH DUHER THE MERT FEH DAYS.

3§ REPDRT FROM EVUENDS AIRES IN THE MASHINCIGH FOST QUOTES
GRGENTINE OFFICIALS &% STATING THAT THE TIO SIDES REMAIHED &LMOST

83 FAR AFART AS AT THE BEGINMING OF THE CRISIS: THAT ARGENTINR MEUES
MODIFIED ITE PUSITION THRT ANV AGREEMENT H&D TO LEAD AT LEAaST

IRFLICITLY T0 SRGENTINE SOUEREIGHTY AMD HAD FRUFGSED THAT MO
FROVIZION SHAULD BE MADE FOR GOUERHIMG THE ISLANDS AFTER =1 DECEMEER

THIS YEAR A% ARGENTINA HaD INTEMDED TO TAKE OUER THE ISLANDS OHCE
GEAIN 1 THERE MERE MO AGREEMENT EY THAT DRTE. THIS FOSITICH IS
JUSTISIED EY THE SUFPOSER NEED TO QUOTE FORCE THE BRITISH T0
MEGDTIATE ..... UNDER THEIR FROPOSSL THEY COULD HAUE KEFT OH

HEGOTIATING FOR ANOTHER 1E@ YERRS UNRQUOTE.

4. THE NEH YORK TIMES QUOTING QDNfUICT‘QTIDH QFFICIALS GIUES f»
CIRCUMETENTIAL RCCOUNT ﬂF THE MATERIRL ARSISTANCE BEING PROUIDED
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f rﬁch- U1“77773~'L‘LHD'. THE I1TEMS HERE IDEMTIFIED FOE
cHIFdEhT 0 ABCEMEION 15LAHMD UHERE THEY COULD BE TERHE!
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