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Our Alliance has existed for 33 years.

" Furope has lived since its formation through the 1onéest

period of peace which any of us here has
known. It is a success because

we believe passionately in the values we
share and

we are ready to pay for defences strong

enough to deter those who threaten them.

Let us beware complacency - eternal vigilance is
surely a small price to pay for our freedom:

its loss may prove irredeemable,

In recent weeks we in Britain have had reason té be
reminded of how much true Allies are worth.
We have greatly appreciate& the sﬁﬁport wer
have received over the FZlklands.
_We realise that in giving this our North American
ﬁuropean allies have had difficult‘cboices
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The purposes and principles our Alliance defends may not

change, but we must adjust the practical

requirements to changing circumstances.

We are all onl& foo well aware of the steep and
" inexorable rise in the cost of maintaining
sound defences.
The United Kingdom attaches great importance
.to the NATO goal of 3% annual real increases
in defence spendiﬁg and has bﬁdgeted té
implement the target iﬂ full up to 1985/6.
Nonetheless, we and all our Allies¢have found that the
rise in the cost of defence equipment outstrips
even this increase.
And this rapid rise
 comes at a time when the Soviet
Union has been introducing dfamafic =
improvements in therquality of its armed
'\\forces, and during a period of particuiar

ecdnomic difficulty for the West.
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And they are rlght.
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To bo cred Blevin Lhe ey s of a powrtlnl

3 a}r[,res.,or, we must h ve sufflcmnt convcntlonal

:/.We need’ to identify




u‘cnole .;gob;,

But 11: does requlre a recogrntlon tnat our sncur:.ty no

] lon"er 1les 91mpl/ in the defence of nuropean

»'Lerrltory buL ~also in defence’ of our wlder 8

. 1uterests the world over'




Innov

atlon 1n our secur;ty pollcy requlres 1nnova»10n
in our nproach Lo arr cont.ol.
re quest for arms controi agreomcnts must not
endanger a sure defence_'. ;
The lltmus Lcsb is’ whether an greement

would genulnely serve our securlty 1nterests.




nuc] ear forcc, (1\11‘ _‘ and;

Amerlcan negotla’clncr pos tion 1s' no mor.a R
'than an at\,empt to retalnA‘lestern'” 5
: . ising tha’c :
.our approach is based on the prlnclple

of balance beuween tne two maaor nuclear

i our ob,]ectlve.
In STA.R‘I‘ bhe stronvest guarantee of
progress w111 be Amerlcan deternunatlon to

proceed \uth 1ts strateglc weapcns programme-

/ in the case‘




negotlatlons

"message for the Sov1et Unlon must be that e w111
not be deterred from’ mamtauunﬁ strong

defences but we want to reduce the slze of

The Présideﬁt ‘h:.as éxz‘;oséd t}‘1é Rus.éia.ns'
calls for moratorla as empty posturlng,
and challenu'ed them to match nlS bold call i
to cut rather than freeze the levels of

» armaments .
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: The megsege i‘or our pcople is Llnt in’ nuclcar and
: conventlonal fcrces allkc, ve w:.eh to
.1eve secvrltf at; 'Lo JLZ‘ lcvols of
weapons qnd tha L it 1s thls approach
: rather tha.n \1m lateral dlu{ﬂ\"ﬂ ment \lhlch

wlll cnoure peme and frcedom.

> oqpects for FasL/WesL relatlons roma1n very

"symbollse that absence oi‘ Sovlet
tolerance which has had such é sharply

g adverse 1mpact on the 1nternat10na1
_c11mate. v_ . j : :

: Nevert}ieles'e,. T believe éhat as 1ong o
Ve rema:m unlted, our chances of achlevulg
progress may be better than they have i ‘

been i'or some tlme.
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performance falls far uhort of planned oo

f targets, whlle externally they remaln bovged

X f\mdamental questlons the Polls‘x crisis has L

raised ab'outvthe political and economlc ;

'- that thelr :melanted system has, thlrty or. 3

more years after the event, been so dec151ve1y

né the path




ijlocxlng tho path to pc<cuful change 1n
>P01and will on]y u:o]onb and deopen the cr1sws,
na i) turn 1ncroase its deblllt 'ng
7 and deutablllolng effécts on Lhe “hole
Sov1et syotcm. ., : ‘ 
: Thls comblnatlon of CerHﬂSt”nCes could
however act .as dlslncentlve to Sov1et ;
adventurlfm, partlcularly if they are conv1nced
of the Alllance s determlnatlon to defend its
;>1nterests. e M: Sl e ;
The Alllance should thexefore supoort

Pres1dent Reagan s efforts to bu11d on hls

9 May speech.

I should llke to close N .
expresslng the hope that the dlscu551ons we
have held here in Bonn, wlth the help of the
excellent hospltallty from. our German hosts,
may prove to have p51nf0rced the strength and

3 unity of our Alliance in the mbntﬂs and years
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and will help in bringing home to our fellow

citizens throughout the Alliance that a healthy
NATO is the -best guar&ntee of the enduring

peace we all seek.




