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Question: Foreign Secretary, you've always made the point, and

the Prime Minister's made the point, that the military and dip-
lomatic pressures in Argentina were quite separate and that

they were aimed at getting Argentine troops off the Islands. Does
it now concern you that the emphasis now appears to be entirely

on the military side with apparently no diplomatic avenues open?

Answer: I'm still in touch with the Secretary-General and he
would always be _available to help if there was any sign of the
Argentines changing their mind. After all, we have been negotiating
in various ways for over two months and unfortunately we've always
come up with thg same non-response from the Argentine side, so—st's-
cquite true teosey—that Biplomatic activity at the moment,
unfortunately, is minimal but the Secretary-General is there and

if a new opportunity came then, of course, advantage could be
taken of it e if only the Argentines would say now that they
would withdraw then any further casualties could be stopped and I
think everybody would be much relieved about that. But there's no
sign of that happening, sad to say. .

Question: In the interests of a long term solution, does that

lack of diplomatic activity worry you?

Answer: Well, not immediately. We couldn't have tried harder,
could we? What other effort could we have -made? -We've had a
number of proposals - three were positively put and turned down.

The last one was publicly revealed by us, the last British position,
and I think we've done all that we can, e 53 they're not prepared
to withdraw then we're going to have to repossess the Islands, and
“Then immediately that happens, of course, #& i Lt
diplomatic aedivity, —here will be activity to rehabilitate and
restore the Islanders and to help them get on re-establishing their

lifg; but also we will want to re-establish relations with the
countries in that hemisphere. It will be ===y difficult immediately.
I don’t think we can do anything with the Argentine itself

/ immediately




e .\mediately but our objective will be to try and bring stability
s back there because in the long run that's crucially important for
the Falkland IslandersAgo there will be ‘much diplomatic activity
at that time.
V.S e
533;;;3;7—_?3h told the Americans that we’re not quite ready to

consider Argentine participation in any long-term future of the

Islands at this point. Did the Americans give you any indication

about how long they are prepared to wait on our decision upon this?

Answer: Oh, the Americans understand entirely that after what has
happened/and after the refusal of all the proposals that we have
made and that have been discussed/that it would not be possible
for us to contemplate any Argentine involvement on the Islands,

at any rate for the time being. Whether, in due course, that will
be appropriate remains to be seen, but immediately it isn't
practical and the Americans understand that perfectly well.
Question: Would the Americans join Britain in trying to secure
the defence of the Islands?

Answer: That is possible. I'm sure it will be a British respon-
sibility in the immediate aftermath of re-possession and perhaps
for quite some time, but it's always been my view that it would
be in the interests of the Islanders, for their prosperity and
their future, if we could establish a broader-based international
arrangement involving other countries. I think that might give
them greater security and that I shall be trying to achieve. Again,
I can't say at this stage with what success or how long it might
take. But I see advantage in it from their point of vdiew if other
countries agree.
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Question: So we're looking at the Americans-and we're -looking at
other countries in Latin America as well?

Answer: Oh yes indeed. The Americans have an interest, but there
are plenty of friendly countries in Latin America who hope that
this whole argument can be brought to an end quickly and, once it
is, once the Islands are re-possessed, of course, we want to
re-establish the best relations that we can. I don’t think we
ought to under-estimate the difficulties, and I shall be setting
about it just as soon as that event has taken place, whether by a
sudden miraculous Argentine withdrawal or whether by military

means.




p %uestion: When you say that event having taken place, Foreign

Secretary, are you talking about the fall of Port Sta,
forces?

Answer: I'm talking about the re-possession ©f the Falkland
Islands.
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Question: In the short termare we talking about restoring full

British administration to the Islands to the point of having the
Governor back on the Islands?

Answer : /We are indeed talking about the restoration of British
administration, we have taken no decision about the Governor
himself and his return. Clearly that is a possibility, but there
are other possibilities too. I don't think necessarily we will
go back to exactly what existed before. There are other pos-
sibilities whick we arerconsidering and you can't take a final
decision about it until we know the exact circumstances in which
the Islands are re-possessed. 7It may be, miraculously, by a
withdrawal. It.may be after a very short battle with a surrender
of troops. It may be after a much longer battle than people
are hoping for and we can’'t tell. And we've got to wait for that

moment before deciding exactly what decisions we ought _to~fake in

relation to the administration which We‘ﬁh@ll’ﬁﬁz’%ack there once
re-possession bas Lgen achieved.
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Question: * Foreign Secretary, you've made it very clear that

by théir backing, their coming down strongly on Britain's side,

2nd by the assurances you've got after this trip from President
Reagan and from the Secretary of State, Mr Haig, that the Americans
are still supporting Britain in this. May I put to you what I
perceive to be one American concern which is—that=we don't appear
to humilijate the Argentines, or Argentina?

Answer: We've never had a wish to humiliate them. I think they
should bave withdrawn earlier. All we are interested in is
re-possessing British territory which is inhabited by British
citizens and humiliation isn’t in our mind. And we haven't
actually got a real argument with the Argentinian people éxcept
insofar as théy are responsibie for having a government with
which we are in very deep dispute and military dispute,zut
'%umiliatioﬂlhas never been any part of our vocabulary, any more

"
than ‘unconditional surrender has been any part of our vocabulary.




Question: I just wonder how we convince the Palestinians of the
genuineness of what you've just said, when one is unable to stop
Israel from doing what she's Just done.

nswer: Well, I think they do understand the genuineness of it.
As a matter of fact I've been seeing the - Foreign Ministers from
three countries in that part of the world, in that region, this
very day and they certainly are persuaded of it, because the
European Community statement a couple of days ago was very strong
and they know that we mean it because it's in sympathy with the
Venice Declaration. We voted as we voted in the United Nations,
Resolutions 508 and 509, so they know our position very very
clearly,&ﬂd’fﬂey also know that we have an interest in having
peace and stability in that region. The—truth—of the matter js
TEE fact of the matter is, unfortunately despite the efforts we've
made, they've been unsuccessful and the situation, if anything,
gets worse. The crucial influence is 'the United States and they
are now putting'their weight behind restraint on Israel.

V.S, role

Question: Some would say a little too late, Foreign Secretary

Answer : Yes, some people would say that and I don’t know that I
would necessarily disagree with that myself, but it is for the
Americans to decide and they are certainly doing it now, they
have certainly been doing it for some time now, and hopefully the
ceasefire will come and then hopefully a withdrawal, but I am
afraid the tensions will have increased because the Arabs will have
had much suffering and damage inflicted on them and they will be
bound to take note of that in their hearts, and the truth of the
matter is that all of us, the United Nations, the United States in
particular, and the Community, to the best-of our-ability have got
to use our influence such as it is to try and help heal the whole
wounds and to our way of thinking the Palestine problem, their
rights are the key to it.

Foreign Secretary, thank you very much indeed.




