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PROPOSAL FOR SUPPLY OF NATURAL GAS TO NORTHERN IRELAND FROM
REPUBLIC o e

I have seen a copy of your minute of 23 Noyémber to the Prime
/

I am glad that you accept the case made in my minute to the Prime

Minister of 11 November concerning the supply of natural gas from

the Republic of Ireland to Northern Ireland. For my part I fully
understand vour concern that any arrangements made in this deal do not
cause problems for UK energy policy and it is for that reason that my
officials have been in very close touch with yours during the nego-
tiations and during the process in which we are now engaged cf refining
the Heads of Agreement. The expanded Heads which we are currently
iscussing with the Republic have, as you know, resulted from the
advice of BGC and solicitors who were recommended to us by the BGC.
officials have been kept in the picture and it is my intention
my officials and yours should remain in close contact through
the remainder of the process. I see no difficulty in meeting the
points made in your minute; indeed, most of them are already catered
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for. On the specific point you make about a supply of gas to

Republic, clearly there can be no question of our putting HMG
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agreement of Department of Energy.
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Finally, I note your point about the wider significance of any
EC assistance to the project and I will ensure that your officials
and those of other interested Departments will be kept fully con-

sulted on any developments




I am copying this minute to the Prime Minister, Members of E Committee

and Sir Robert Armstrong.
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29 November 1982




