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Indian State Elections !

The results of the elections in three Indian states, f-'“ o
just announced, amount to a significant political reverse
for Mrs Gandhi. The Prime Minister might like to see
Sir Robert Wade-Gery's telegram assessing the situation
(copy enclosed).

There is only one additional point which should
perhaps be made. In spite of the national impact which
the scale of these electoral reverses is bound to have
in India, it does not mean that the opposition is united
or that any one opposition party is likely to be effective
on a national scale in the immediate future. The opposition
parties are fragmented and lacking in a charismatic national
figure. Furthermore they have not even begun to discuss
the basis for a common programme. These latest results may
however provide the impetus for greater cohesion among the
opposition and it would presumably be to prevent this
occurring that Mrs Gandhi might be tempted by an early
general election possibly shortly after the NAM Summit in
March (the last sentence of paragraph 5 of the telegram).
But it would of course be a very high risk course. It is
not on the face of it very likely.
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5a THE I13PLICATIONS WILL TAKE TIME TO SINK IN FULLY BUT
TENTATIVE CONCLUSIONS CAM ALREADY BE DRAwM:
DEVOTED ALL THEIR PRESTICGE Al ':ﬁES”CUS EFED
AllD THE DEFEATS BE SEEM AS A BLOW TO THEYH
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SEVERAL IMPOf IT ST? i S MOW LIKELY TO GET WORS
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SiAP GEMERAL ELECTION, SAY AFTER THE MON=ALIGNED SUMMIT, MIGHT
PROVIDE A BETTER WAY OF RECONSTITUTING HER POLITICAL BASE.
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SIGHIF ICANCE it NGRES fio i nOIHDIA,

[ I HER LONG CAREER MRS GANCH AS DEIONSTRATED GREAT SKILL

Il SURMOUNTING POLITICAL CRISES i  POLITICAL RESILIENCE
SHOULD NOT ZE UNDER-ESTIMATED. HE RES DOMINCANCE OF THE PARTY
IS HOT AT RISK, BUT SHE HAS SHOWN IN THE PAST THAT IF SHE FEELS
HER BACK IS TO THE WALL SHE CAN EMBARK ON UNEXPECTEDLY CRAMATIC
IHNITIATIVES, CERTAINLY A GREATER AIR OF UNCERTAINTLY NOW HANGS
OVER THE INDIAN DOMESTIC POLITICAL SCENE THAN AT ANY TIME DURIN
THE PAST 3 YEARS.
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