PRIME MINISTER

The Company Secretary of British Leyland telephoned yesterday,
to ask whether you would be prepared to do for the launch of the
Maestro, on or about 1 March, what you did for the launch of the Metro.
He said that you had enormously helped in the Metro launch, and that
the Maestro was probably even more crucial to their recovery than the
Metro had been. The Maestro would be the first all-British designed

newcomer to the mid-car sector, for a number of years.

What he had in mind was that you should take delivery of a
Maestro for your own personal use, or for No.10's use, free of charge,
for a number of weeks. Patrick Jenkin would similarly have one, and
would probably be driven around in it instead of in his usual Government

car,

This seems to me a good idea in principle (David Wolfson and
Bernard Ingham concur). The taxpayer has a great deal at stake in BL
and in this new car. But it would be a totally unsuitable car for you
to ride around in, and it seems very artificial for it to be delivered
for your use if in fact you have no use for it. If, however, you are
prepared to be associated with this new launch, (you have already sent
a message of support for the launch), perhaps the best thing would be
for Bernard Ingham to arrange, with BL, photographs and press coverage,
of your looking at, and perhaps driving down the street. Patrick

Jenkin's Maestro, when he arrives here for some meeting.

Agree to an arrangement on these lines?
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2nd March 1983.

Dear Prime Minister,

May I extend to you my sincere thanks for the outstanding support you
gave to the new Maestro at the press photocall in Downing Street
yesterday.

As you will, no doubt, have already seen, the media coverage of the
event was outstanding and I could not have wished for a better 'send-off'
for the new car on its launch day.

We have already announced 10,000 initial fleet orders for the car worth
£50 million, and another 10,000 fleet orders - we are assured - are in the
pipeline. The motoring public is also flocking to our dealer showrooms
and we are very confident that Maestro, like Metro, will prove to be a
winner.

Once again, many thanks for your invaluable support.

Yours sincerely,

HAROLD J MUSGROVE

HIM/MRH

A Managing Agent for BL Cars Limited
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