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SURMARY y
1. ADMINISTRATION CONCERE ABOUT EL SALVEDOR HAS CONTIMUED TO GROW,
UPINIONS |N wASHIRGTON ARE OHMCE AGAIHN SWwaRPLY DIV )IDEER, THE

A IR ISTRAT IOR HAWE CONT IRUED TQ PAESS URGENMTLY FOR DOLLARS &0

MILL 10 EMERGENCY MILITARY AID PROGRAMBE TO EMABLE THEM TO HAINTAIN
BROADLY THE CURRENT LEWEL OF MILITARY ASSISTANCE, EUT THERE 15 AN
URDERCURRENT OF SUPPORT DUTSIDE THE ADMINISTRATION AME EVEK, TO
BOME EXTENT, WITHIN IT, FOR ENCOURAGING & DIALOBUE BETWEEN THE
SAELVADURELH GOVERNMENT AND THE GUERILLAS,

HETAIL

Eo THE ATHMIMISTRATION ARE TAK(HG AN INCREASINGLY GLOOMY WIEW

ALOUT ThE MILITARY SITUATION IH EL SELYADDR. SEWIOR PENTRGON
OFFICIALS HAVE TOLD uS THAT THEY ARE WORRIED AT ®OW INTERNAL
BINISIONS wiTHIN THE ARMY {D'AUBUISSON YERSUS DEFENCE MINISTER
LARL LA ) HANWE RESULTED W A DRAMATIC CHANGE TN STRATEGY: THE REGIMETE
FURCES HAVE NOW BEEW FORCED (NTG A DEFENSIVE POSTURE INVOLY ING
RESFOREE TC ATTACK RATHER TwHhN SWEEPS AGAINST GUER ILLA STRONGHOL D%,

IT 12 ASSUMED HERE TWAT THE REBELS CAM ONLY BE DEFEATED OF WELD OFF
THROUGH THE USE OF An OFFENEIVE COUNTER-INSURGENCY CAMPAIGH, AND
THERE 1% G2OWInG COMCERN LEST THE LOSS OF [WITIATIVE TO THE

GUSR |LLAS PRECIFITATE A SuULDEW COLLAPSE OF MILITARY AKL CIYALIAN
MURALE . AFREFPURT OR THERE FROSLEMS BY MRS K IREFATEICK FOLLODWING HEPR
VIEIT 70 EL SALVADOR LAST MONTH |5 SAID TO HAVE PARTICULARLY
DISTUREED MR REAGAN. WHAT MAKES MATTERS WORSE |5 THAT THE ARMED
FORCES ARE WOw SAID TO HAYE OnLY 30/40 DAYS' SUPPLY OF AMMUNITION.
THE ATZMINISTRATION ARE THEREFORE MAINTAINING PRESSURE 1IN CONGRESS
FUR INCREASED MILITARY KID [PARAGRAPH 2 OF TuR).

3. THEY STILL FIRMLY RULE OUT AMY 1DEK OF IRVOLVING U5 PERSDMNEL
IN COMBAT IK EL SALYADOR, BUT THE PRESIDEMT IKDMCATED AT THE WEER=-
EnWD THAT THE NUMBERS OF US BILITERY TRAINERS MaY BE INCREASED
ARECYE 55, IT 18 ALED POSSIBLE THAT THE TRAIKERS wiLh BE ALLOWED
CLUSER TO ACTUAL COMBAT SITUATIONS,. PROVITED THEY DO NOT TAKE

PERT IN ACTUAL MILITARY OPERAT IONS, THESE CHARGES WILL ROT [MOT)
REGUIRE FORMAL CONGRESSIONAL APPRONWAL BUT THERE IS LIKELY T0 BE
STHONG OPFOSITION OB THE MILL.

4, THIS SITLATION HAS LED TO A HARDEMIKG |N ATMINISTRATION

FHETOR 1L, THE PRESIDENT HAS MADE A MUMEBES OF STRONG STATEMERTS
EEQUT THE WEEEL TO RESIST SUEVERSION N EL SALVADOR. "'EL SALVEROR
|5 0K THE FRONT LIME IR N BATTLE THAT 15 BEALLY AIHED AT THE VERY
HLART ©F THE wESTERN HEMISPHERE ARD EVEMTUALLY AT uS'', THE DOMIKNG
THEGRY HAS RESURFACED, EVEN SHULTZ WAS TESTIFIED BEFORE CONGRESE
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Ik TERME REMINISCENT OF HIS FREZDECESSOR AND wAS AT ONE STAGE
DREMN IKTO IMPRUDENT CRITICISM OF CHURCH LEADERS, SOME OF wWHOM HE
ACCUSED OF WANTING "*TO SEE SOVIET IKFLUENCE |M EL SALVADOR

[MPROVED " THIS HAS TRIGGERED & CERTAIN AMOUNT OF CRITICISH OF
HIM (N THE U5 PRESS WHICH HAS UKTIL WOW GIVER WIM AN EASY RIDE.

., THIE HEIGHTEWED RHETORIC, COUPLED WITH THE BRINGING FORWARD

OF ELECTIONS IH EL SALVADCR, |5 DESIGHED 7O PEFSUADE COMGRESS TO
SUPPORT THE ADMINISTRATION'S AID PROPOSAL. THE PRESIDENT 15 DUt

TO LOBBEY COMGRESSIOMAL LEADERS AGA N TOMORROW, THE SECONE SUCH
MEETIMNG IN TEK DAYS. BUT OUR CONTACTS Ok THE HILL POINT QUT THAY
HOT OWLY HOST DEMOCRATS BUT A MURMBER OF REPUBL ICANS HAVE EXPRESSED
cTROKG PESERVATIONS. THERE 15 WIDESPREAD SUPPORT FOR A PROPOZAL
BEIKE CIRCULATED IN BOTH HOUSES wWHICH WOULD MAKE THE PROVISION

GF FURTHER AMERICAN MILITARY AID COMTINGEKT ON THE BEGIMMING OF
KEGOT IATIONS BETWEEH THE SALVADDREAN AUTHORITIES ANWE THE GUERILLAS,
WHIGHE THE ADMINISTRATION STROKGLY OPPOSES. AS SHULTI PUT IT
SUCCIRCTLY, THi REEELS SHOULD WOT BE ALLOWED TO SHOOT THEIR wRY
IKT0 GOVERKRMERT . THEY ARE PRIVATELY CONCERNED THAT I|F THE
GALYADORELR PEGIME ALLOWER GUERILLA PARTICIFATIOR I1H &

COAL T 10K GONERKMERT, EITHER IT WDULD BE SWEPT AwWEY BY THE R IGHT
WikG OR THE GUERILLAS wOULD PROGRESSIWELY DRIVE QUT OPPOQSITICN AS
THE SANDINISTAS D10 %0 SUCCESSFULLY IN HICARAGUA,

6., THE ADMIKISTRATION COULD Ik THEORY GET RDUND OPPOSITION (N
CONGRESS BY DRAWING ON A SPECIAL CONTINGENMCY FUND DUTS|DE CONGRESS-
IOKAL CONTROL. THEY ABE UNL IKELY TO TRY THIS BUT THEY MAY HAVE TO
ACCEPT LESS A|D THAK THEY ARE SEEXIRG AWD & GREATER DEGREE OF
CONGRESSIDONAL OVERSIGHMT OF 175 POLICY 1l EL SALVADOR. I THE

MEAST IRE THE WS ATTITUDE TO REGIDNAL ATTEMPTS AT MEDIAT ION REMAIRE
QUIETLY SCEPTICAL.

T. THERE HAS BEEN SOME SPECULATION THAT THE ADMINISTRATION'S
TOUGHER :1u£ REFLECTS & DECLIKE IN STATE DEPARTMEWT IWFLUENCE.
EMDERS" BUREAY PREFARED A DISCUSSIOW PAPER wHICH CONTAIKED THE

IDEA OF DIRECT KEGOTIATION BETWEEN THE SALYADCREAN GOVERNMENT AND
TriE REBELS AS OKE POSSTBLE OPTION, PROVIDED THE GUERRILLAL,
COMMITTED THERSELVES TO THEMSELVES TQ THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS.
BEVERAL BTATE LEPARTMENT BRIEFINGE AT THE WHITE HOUSE HAYE PRESEKT-
EL A BOSIER FICTURE THAN THAAT BROUGHT BACK BY MRS RIRKPATRICE LAST
MONTH, BuT IT SEEKMS 10 HAYE BEEN TrE LATTER wHACH CAUGHT THE
FRESIDENTIS ATTEMTION AMD REIGHITED HI5 PERSONAL CONCERN,

i. THERE ARE ECHOES OF VIETHAM IN ALL TH1S, PEOPLE HAYE KOT
FORGUTTEN THAT TwE PROCESS OF us IKVOLVEMENT THERE BEGAN wWiTH
INCREAS ING BUMBERS OF MILITARY EDVISERS, THE PENTAGON ARE TRYIRG

T0 REDUCE THIS EFFECT BY DESCRIBING THE US PERSDNMEL IN EL SALYVADOR
AS T"UMILITARY TRAIMERS'', BUT THIS WiILL GECEIVE WO-DKE. THE STAKES
HAVE BEEN SUBSTANTIALLY RAISED BY THE ADMIKISTRATION'S INGISTEHCE
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THAT THE FUTURE QF EL SALYADDR |15 A MATTER OF US NATIOMAL
SECURITY, THIS ISSUE WiLL BE AN IMPORTAMT TEST OF THE FRES ILEKT "5

ABILITY TO GET wHAT HE REGARDS AS A YVITAL ELEMENT OF KIS FOREIGN
FOLICY THROUGH THE MEwW COMGRESS.
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