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UN AWARD TO MRS GANDHI: YOUR TEL 232

1. PLEASE CONVEY THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE PRIME MINISTER
TO MRS GANDHI.

BEGINS: I WAS VERY PLEASED TO LEARN OF YOUR UNITED NATIONS
POPULATION AWARD AND I SEND YOU MY WARM CONGRATULATIONS. SUCH
RECOGNITION OF YOUR ENDEAVOURS IN THIS VITAL FIELD MUST GIVE
YOU GREAT SATISFACTION. ENDS
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 23 March 1983

INDIA: UN POPULATION AWARD
TO MRS. GANDHI

Thank you for your letter of 22 Maréh.

The Prime Minister agrees that the private

message which you propose she should send
to Mrs. Gandhi may be despatched as drafted.

J.E. Holmes, Esq., .
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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India: UN Population Award to Mrs Gandhi

I attach a self-explanatory telegram from our High
Commissioner in New Delhi suggesting that the Prime Minister
send a private congratulatory message to Mrs Gandhi on her
receipt of the UN Population Award.

We consider that there would be political advantage
in our relations with India in such a message, and if the
Prime Minister agrees, we will arrange for the text proposed
by the High Commissioner to be delivered to Mrs Gandhi on
behalf of the Prime Minister.

Mrs Gandhi's population control methods were of course
controversial and an element in her declaration of a State
of Emergency and subsequent electoral defeat at the hands of
Mr Desai. But it is the UN which has made the award and any
danger of damaging publicity is minimized by making it a
private message, as Sir R Wade-Gery has suggested.

—— J

Yorrn 22

(J E Ho1me3§

Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street
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UN AWARD TO MRS GANDHI: YOUR TEL 232

1. Please convey the following message from the Prime Minister
to Mrs Gandhi.

|BEGINS: I was very pleased to learn of your United Nations
Population Award and I send you my warm congratulations. Such
recognition of your endeavours in this vital field must give

you great satisfaction. ENDS
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