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MEMORANDUM
CONF_I‘IQENEP‘IAL NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
ACTION May 25 ,. 1983
MEMORANDUM FOR WILLIAM P. CLARK ¢
FROM : ALFONSO SAPIA-BOSCH ®y/
SUBJECT : Meeting Between President Reagan and

Prime Minister George C. Price of Belize

Attached is a Memorandum of Conversation of the meeting between
the President and Prime Minister Price held on May: 12, 1983 .

Also attached is a paper and map the Prime Minister passed to the
President (Tab 1II).

RECOMMENDATION

That you ap ve the memorandum attached at Tab I,

Approv Disapprove

Attachment

Tab I Memorandum of Conversation
Tab: LI Paper and Map
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THE WHITE HOUSE [

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

SUBJECT :

DATE AND TIME:

PLACE:

Meeting Between President Reagan and
Prime Minister George C. Price of Belize

May 12, 1983 -- Private Meeting 11:30-11:45 A.M.;
Plenary Session 11:45 A.M.-12:00 P.M,

Oval Office (Private Meeting); Cabinet Room
(Plenary Session)

PARTICIPANTS FOR PRIVATE MEETING:

United States:

Belize:

The President

The Vice President

SecCretary of State Shultz

William P. Clark

Assistant Secretary of State Thomas O. Enders
Ambassador Designate Malcolm R. Barnebey
Alfonso Sapia-Bosch

Prime Minister George C. Price

David L. McKoy, Minister of Labor and Social Services

Fred Hunter, Minister of Works

Edmund Marshalleck, Financial Secretary and
Ambassador of Belize to the United States

PARTICIPANTS FOR PLENARY SESSION:

United States:

Belize:

~CONEIBENPFAF—
DECLASSIFY ON:

same participants as in private meeting plus:

Richard Stone
AID Administrator M. Peter McPherson

Assistant Administrator for Latin America Otto Reich
Charles P. Tyson

same participants as in private meeting plus:

Florencio Marin, Minister of Natural Resources

Said Musa, Attorney General and Minister of Education,
Sports and Culture

Everal Waight, Permanent secretary, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and Chief Protocol Officer

Robert Leslie, Permanent Representative of Belize
to the United Nations
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MINUTES, OVAL OFFICE

The President: We are very pleased to have you. We are proud of
your democracy, particularly in view of the turmoil that surrognds
you. I look forward to your views and suggestions on affairs in
the region.

Prime Minister Price: Thanks for the opportunity to come. We, too,
are proud of our peace and tranquility, and we intend to keep our
house in order. The democratic process should be used to try to
avert crises. Your speech on April 27 was well presented and well
structured. You suggested economic development and that is correct.
With regard to dialogue, you should make public that you have done
things to keep the dialogue going. We must do everything possible
to make sure that our way of life works.

The President: When we contrast standards of living, the success
of democracy is evident. By the way, with regard to the British
forces, we have asked the British to heed your request to keep them
there.

Prime Minister Price: Thank you, Mr. President. Our number one
priority is to keep the British troops in Belize for the necessary
time. We intend to use our newly-acquired independence as an
instrument to build a new society in which the people have a stake
in their country.

Ihe President: Just a couple of days ago, we had a little ceremony
in the Rose Garden to honor small business. Several hundred
thousand of these small businessmen chose from their ranks someone
to be honored, and I presented the award. ARd; as is so typical of
our country, I was so proud--where we derive our heritage from
everywhere--a father and son team from Mexico was chosen for the
award. They are now American citizens. Lhey ‘came to this country
in 1964 and established a food business. Now they are in the
frozen Mexican food business; they employ 200 people and have a

$10 million a year business. In Russia Yomscan"'t do k£his.

Prime Minister Price: We will have the same opportunity. We want
you to be present in Belmopan to share it with us when you build
your embassy there.

Secretary Shultz: We are ready to build; we just need to get the
money.

Prime Minister Price: Mr. President, we are most grateful for the
CBX .
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The President: We are pushing this legislation before Congress.

guage Crtark: They will back it up today in the Senate.

The President: You know, Prime Minister, the House majority is not
of our persuasion.

Secretary Shultz: We have a good chance; the House passed it last
year. Senator Long now is on board.

Erine Minicker Price: Mr. President, yvou will go down in history as
the President most interested in the Caribbean.

MINUTES, CABINET ROOM

The Prime Minister then went through his proposed list (which he
presented to the President--see Tab II).

The President: Do you mean farm technicians to help with advice?

Mr. McPherson: We sent an agricultural mission to Honduras.

Secretary Shultz: I am impressed that the Prime Minister has his briefing
material so well prepared and that he lays it out so methodically,
systematically, and effectively. With regard to the narcotics

control program, it is working very efifectively, and we are grateful.

It is very important.

SrmeNlinictey Price: The first camp cost $500,000: we need to
start the second.

(Speaker ?): The Mexican government supplies the planes and paraquat,
but the planes are not available and there has been a delay.

Prime Minister Price: We are keady to go.

The President: Maybe we should ask the question in Mexico?

Secretary Shultz: We will give that a push.

Vice President: How did you come out on the small boats you needed?

Prime Minister Price: One was too big; one was suitable but somewhat
old; but what we are getting is fine.

(Meeting adjourned at noon; majority of participants moved to the
state Dining Room for lunch,)
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The President: We are pushing this legislation before Congress.

Judae Clark: They will back it up today in the Senate.

The President: You know, Prime Minister, the House majority is not
of our persuasion.

secretary Shultz: We have a good chance; the House passed it last
year. Senator Long now is on board.

Prime Minister Price: Mr. President, you will go down in history as
the President most interested in the Caribbean.

MINUTES, CABINET ROOM

The Prime Minister then went through his proposed list (which he
presented to the President--see Tab II).

The President: Do you mean farm technicians to help with advice?

Mr. McPherson: We sent an agricultural mission to Honduras.

Secretary Shultz: I am impressed that the Prime Minister has his briefing

material so well prepared and that he lays it out so methodically,
systematically, and effectively. With regard to the narcotics
control program, it is working very effectively, and we are grateful.
It is very important.

Prime Minister Price: The first camp cost $500,000; we need to
start the second.

(Speaker ?): The Mexican government supplies the planes and paraquat,
but the planes are not available and there has been a delay.

Prime Minister Price: We are ready to go.

The President: Maybe we should ask the question in Mexico?

Secretary Shultz: We will give that a push.

Vice President: How did you come out on the small boats you needed?

Prime Minister Price: One was too big; one was suitable but somewhat
old; but what we are getting is fine.

(Meeting adjourned at noon; majority of participants moved to the
State Dining Room for lunch,)
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SECURITY AND STABILITY OF BELIZE

The government or Guatemala has claimed
all Belize. Recently, the claim was reauced
to the southern portion - known as the Toledo
District and its cayes. The area is abotit one
tirth or Belize's territory.

Guatemala uses two arguments to advance
its claim:

(1) in the time of the Spanish Empire,
Belize was a part or the captaincy general ot
Guatemals and

(2) Guatemals needs and outlet to the Carib-
bean Sesa.

Belize (whether the settlement of Belize
or British Honduras) was never a part of the repub-
lic ot Guatemals which attained its independence in
1821. In that year of 1821 Belize was & separate
geogrephic identity.

The logical consequence of argument (1)
would require Guatemala also to claim El Salvador,
Honduras and Nicaragua whieh were parts ot the
captainecy general or Guatemala during the Spanish
Empire.

As regards argument (2), Guatemala has
about 60 miles or Caribbean coast ana two seaports
bigger than Belize City: Puerto Barrios and Santo
Tomas.

BELIZE OFFERS GUATEMALA A PASSAGE TO
THE HIGH SEAS IN THAT AREA OF SEA BETWEEN THEHE 3
MILE AND THE TWELVE MILE LIMIT.
THE BRITISH PRESENCE - A FACTOR OF STABILITY

The British military presence is tor
"an appropriate time".

We would like that to be for the
necessary time.

BELIZE OFFERS THREE PROPOSALS FOR SOLUTION:

l. a sea passage.

Z. use of a port and access road to
port.

S. Jjoint economic projects on either

side of the Sarsto iver
Lf. —mma;Z:;/ 2Lt ;L7@¢/L‘




We offer the hand or triendbBhip to
the people and government of Guatemala and
ask ror their understanding that our
sovereignty and territorial integrity are
not rfor negotiation.

PRESENCE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The presence of the United States of
America is all important.

We would request an Embassy in Belmopan
@S soon as possible - in 1984,

ECONCMIC DEVELOPMENT follows stahility

Our Manitesto says: The new revolution will promote
eéconomic aevelopment and social
progress by means of the MIXED
ECONOMY in which the public sector
works in partnership with the
private sector for increased
production, balanced development
and social well-being.

Foreign capital is always welcome
and there is a welcome in Belize
for the foreign investor and a
Place where he can Join the search
Ior economic growth and personal
Tulf'ilment.

THE CARIBBEAN BASIN INITIATIVE

This is a welcome help ror which
we are thanktul.

4//g fog . There is Scope for more to Of't'set
g - :‘?é%/ the low Prices or commodities:
[% P _‘(' gt 2y k

/ 7 /’/—J\

Sugar, citrus, bananas.
CARICO § g

WE SHALL HAVE TO DO MORE FOR HOUSING AND WATER SUPPLIES.
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