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MIFT: STORE"'S TOUR OF CENTRAL AMER|GAw EL SALVADOR

1. PRESEL SAID THAT STOME HWAD ATTEWDED A MEETINE OF THE SALVADDREAW
PEACE COUMCIL. FHEEfEEEf—HlEAHl HAD PRESIDED.

2, AT THIS MEETING IT HAD BEEN UNARIMOUSLY AGREED TO AUTHORISE
STOHE TO ENTER WITHODUT FEEEEHDJTlﬂigu?i?a-iTEEUESFDH WiITH

THE SALVADOREAR GUERRILLA DEELH[EATI&HE. THE GUERR ILLAS HAD LEFT
MESSAGES [N VARIOUS CARJTALS, INCLUDING MANAGLUA AND MEXICD TD THE
EFFECT THAT THEY WIGHED TO SPEAX TO STOME, | ASKED WHETHER

HE HAL GIVEW ANY AMSWER. THE FACT THAT THE GUEREILLAS HAD PUBLICISED
THE IR HEEEEFT BEEMED HDSET UNPROMISTRG, PRESEL REPLIED THAT THOSE

WHO HAD RECEIVED THE MESSAGES FOR STONE HAD SAID THAT STOME wOULD
HEVYE TO CONSIDER THE POSITION D% HIS RETURN TC WASHINGTON. STOKE

HAD THEREFCRE SEEN WO ONE FROM THE FDR ALTHOUGH HE WAS AWARE OF
UNGO 'S PRESENCE IN MEX|CO.

3. PRESEL SAID THAT THE US GOVERKMENT WOw HAD A DIFFICULT DECIS (ON
TO_TAKE. SOME WOULD ARGUE AGAINST ANY DEALINGS WITH THE GUERRILLAS
AT ALL , THE MORE EO IN THE FH_E_QEHIT MOOD [N WASHINGTONW. CTHERE
MOULD SAY THAT THIS WAS A GHANCE WOT TO BE MISSED BEFORE US
INVOLVEMENRT IN EL SALVADOR BECAME AMY DEEPER. IN HIS OWN VIEW

A PRECONDITION OF ANY SUCH TALKS wOULD BE COMPLETE SECRECY, IF

THE GUERRILLAS WERE TO REVEAL THAT THEY WERE TAKING PLACE OR WHAT WAS
UNBER DISCuUsSSION AT THEM, THEN THE us GOVERNMENT wOULD HAWE TO
BREAK OFF AND REPUDIATE THEM. THERE WOULD OF COURSE EE ENCRMOUS
PRACTICAL TIFFICULTIES OVER WHEN, HOW AND WHERE TALKS SHOULD

TAKE FLACE. MOREUVER THE GUCRRILLASY (DA OF &N AGERDE wOULD BE
VERY DIFFEREKT FROM THE AMERICANS', WEVERTHELESE WITH THE

GREER LIGHT FROM THE SALVADOREAM GOVERMMENT, THE US BOYERNMENT

WAS I A HEW SITUATION, AKD WOULT HAVE TO THINK ITS POLICY

THROUGH AGAIR, SECRE® /e 1




BECGRET

L. | ASKED HDW WIDELY THIS NEWS WAS ENQWN, KE REPLIED THAT O
THE US S1DE 1T WAS CONFIMED TD STOUNE, HIS PRESENT TEAN, SHULTE
AkD B RESTRICTED WUMBER IM WASHIKGTON, S0 FAR A5 HE KMEW IT HAD
GOKE WO FURTHER.

5. PRESEL WENT ON TO SPEAK OF THE HUPELESSNESE OF THe SALVADOREAN
ARMY, HOWEVER G0ODD THE ADVICE IT HIGHT RECEIVE FROM THE LENITED
STATES, IT SEEMED INCAPAELE OF TARING THE AGGRESSIVE MILITARY
AETIOKS WHICE WERE MEGESSARY TO GOPE WITH THE INSURRECTION. HE
THOUGHT THAT THE OUTGODING US AMBASSADOR IR EL SALVADOR DESERVED
WELL OF HIS COUNTRY. HE HAD DONE AW EXCELLENT JOE IN TELL I1®G
WAGH |NGTOX THE SUMETIMES UNPALATABLE TRUTH ARODUT EL SALVALOR ,
6. PLEASE REPEAT AS MECESSARY AWD BEC MIFT.
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