@0 CONFIDENTIAL

3HFIDH'T|1L
FM WASHINGTON 2323158 JUN 23
T PRIGEITY. FCO
TELEGRAM NUMBER 1T43 OF 23 JUNE

IMFO PRIODRITY MEXICC CITY, BELMOPAN, TEGUCIGALPA, SAN JOSE,
EOCOTA, ROUTIME PANAMA CITY, CARACAE, BRIDGETOWN, UKMIS REW YORK
IWFO SAVING BIS GUATEMALA CITY

CENTRAL AMERICA il ,I; .;._'ﬁ'--g-;l %

SUMMARY

1. DURING CALLS BY THE PUS YESTERDAY, SENATOR STOHE (THE PRESIDENT'S
SPECIAL ENVOY) AND MICHEL {ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR INTER-
SMERICAN AFFAIRS] EMPHASISED U 5 SUPPORT FOR THE CONTADORA |NITIAT-
IVE, AND REALISATION THAT TWE PROBLEMS OF THE AREA WERE SUSCEPTIELE
TO WG EARLY SOLUTION. THEY RULED DUT THE POSSIBILITY OF WEGOTIATIONS
WITH THE SALVADOREAN GUERRILLAS ABOUT POWLR-SHARING, BUT INDICATED A
READINESS TO ENGAGE IN DISCUSSIONS ON WAYS IK WHICH THE GERRILLAS
HEGHT BE BROUGHT INTO THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS.

DETAIL
EL SALYADOR

2. MICHEL SAID THAT IT HAD TAKEN YEARS FOR THE SITUATION TO DETERIOR-
ATE TG THIS POIKT, DUT THE ADMINISTRATION WAS UMDER PRESSUFE

TO ACHIEYE AN EARLY IMPEOVEMENT. WHAT wAS HEEDET FOR AWY LAET (NG
RESOLUTIOK OF TWE COUNTRY'S PROBLEMS wAS A_BROAD AND SUSTAINED
EFFORT Ok THE POLITICAL AKD SOCIAL FRONT, PLUS ACTIGH 10 UEAL WITH
THE INSURGENCY PROELEM. MICHEL CLAIMED TO DERIVE SOME ENCOURAGEMENT
FroM RECENT DEYELOPHENTS. THE GOVERMMENT FORCES HAD BEGUN TO TAKE
THE FIGHT T& THE EUERilLLﬁE. WHOE THEY SUBSTANMTIALLY OUGT-NUMBERED.
THEY HAD ALS0 BEEW OPERATING A CIVIC ACTION PROGRAMEE, PUSHING BACK
THE GUERRILLAS FROM FARMING AREAS AND HELZING WITH AGRICULTURAL
PRODUCT 101, HE EMPHASISED THE IMPORTAKCE THE AMERICANS ATTACHED

TD PHOGRESS G THE LEND REFORM PEOGERAMME .

_— il
= ———

3. HHILE HICHEL RULED OUT SECOTIATIONS WITH THE GUERRILLAS AIMED
LT PJHEW-EHAE|HU. HE THOUGHT THERE WAS SFUFE FOrR DISCUSSEON ¥ITH THE
GUERRILLAS ABDUT THE POSSIEILITY OF HﬁlhEIHu THEHM |INTOD THE DEMOCRATIC
SROCESS | IE PARTICIFATION IN THE ELECTIONS). THE PUS ASKED WHETHER
THE SALVATZOREAYS WOULD WaNT FOREIGM QESERWERSE FOR THEIR ELECT IOMS
MAK NG CLEAR THAT WE HAD TAXEN WO POSITION ON THIS. MICHEL EXPECTED

THAT THEY WOULD. CONFIDENTIAL S e, sTONE




. HTUHE SAID THAT BEFORE KI5 RECERT WISIT TO THE REGION HWE HAD |
SEEN ADVIGED BY THE MEXICAM AMBASSADDR N WASH|NGTON OF THE NEED TO
LET THE LATIHS MOVE AT THEIR QWM PACE AND IN THEIR OWN TIME. THIS

HAD BEEW HIS GUIDING PRIMCIPLE, THE PUS NOTED THAT THIS ADVICE whS5
FIKE |F THERE WAS TIBE, STOME AGREED, BUT SA 1D THAT HE WAS SURE THAT
EL SALVADDR WAS WOT GOING TO FALL AKD THAT WICARAGUA wOULD 1HVADE
HE ITHEEF HORDURALS ROR COSTA RICA.: THE PUS ASKED WHETHER T;E_
SALVADOREAN GUERR ILLAS WERE STILL RECE IV MG hILITlﬁT 'UPPLI:E FROM
NICARAGUA, STOWE SAID THAT THEY WERE, BUT THAT THE EUFPLLEE WERE
HAINLY N THE FORM OF MUNITIONS. THE GUERE ILLA STHEMGTH

lj:llﬁﬂﬂ} WAL THE SAME LEWEL &5 TwWd OR THREE YEARS AED, END THEY
HAll MORE THAN ENOUGH WEAPONS. UNTIL RECENTLY, THEY HAD BEEN ABLE

TQ DETAIN WEAPOHE FROM CAPTURED GOVERNMENT FORCES, BUT THE KILLING
0OF PR ISCHNERS WOULD HMAVE THE EFFECT OF EHEDURAﬁIEﬁ_IﬁE GOVERKMENT
FORCES TO FIGHT OW RATHER THEN SURRENDER, STOWE SAID THE ADMINIGTR=
ATION HOPED TO SEE EL SALVADOR DEVELDP INM THE SAME WAY AS HAD
COLUME |A, WHERE THE GUERRILLA GROUFE IN THE END HAD PEOVEN TD HAVE
LITTLE POPULAR SUPPDRET . HE SAID THAT HE WOULD TRY TO PROCEED

DEL IEERATELY IN HI3 CONTACTS WiITH THE SALNADOREAN LEFT, AWD THAT

HE whE DETERMINED TO MAIMTAIN COMF |DENTIALITY.
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CONTADORA INITIATIVE

5« THE PUS ASKED WHETHER THE AMERICAKS WOULD EE PREPARER TO ABILE

BY AKY CONSTRAINTS OW THEIR OwH ACTIVITIES THAT MIGHT BE RECOMMENDED
BY THE COMTADORA GROUP. WMICHEL EAID THEY WOULD. THE AMERICANS WERE
ENCOURAGED THAT THE IMITIATIVE ¥AS FORCING Th™ CONTADORA FDUR TO
THIRE SERIOUSLY ABOUT THE REGICN'S PROBLEMS. THEY HOPED THE
IMITIATIVE WOULD HELP THE COUMTRIES DF THE REGION TOC hﬁULﬂE THHDUEH
DEFUGHAT |G PROCESSES.
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