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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 9 November, 1983

—
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I enclose a letter recording the Prime
Minister's brief meeting with the Indian
Defence Minister earlier this week. I should
be grateful if, in due course, you could let
us have advice on how to respond to
Mr., Venkataraman's request for additional
Government to Government credit.

I am sending copies of this letter and
enclosure to Peter Ricketts (Foreign and
Commonwealth Office) and to Ruth Thompson
(Department of Trade and Industry).
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Simon Lowe, Esq.,
Ministrv of Defence
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CONFIDENTIAL

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE
MAIN BUILDING WHITEHALL LONDON SW 1

Telephone 01-M30XH2¢ 218 2111 /3

15th November 1983

Desr Dosid

Thank you for your letter of 9fh November, enclosing the
record of the Prime Minister's meeting with the Indian Defence
Minister.

The matter of Government-to-Government credit was also
raised at Mr Venkataraman's discussion with my Secretary of State,
and at Sir Clive Whitmore's meeting with his Indian opposite
number. Officials have set in hand the necessary work with
urgency, but this will of course take time to bear fruit. I under-
stand that the FCO are meeting the immediate requirement for
briefing on this topic, for the Prime Minister's trip to India
next week.

I am copying this to Peter Ricketts at the FCO and to Ruth
Thompson at the Department of Trade and Industry.
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(S H LOWE)

David Barclay Esqg
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