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01 211 6402

The Rt Hon Norman Tebbit MP
Secretary of State for Trade and Industry
1 Victoria Street

London
SW1H OET 'ZB November 1983

I had a word with you the other day about conversations that took place when 1
visited the Castle Peak Power Station and was entertained by Lord Kadoorie.

Lord Kadoorie consulted me as to whether he should send a letter +to the Prime
Minister. He argued that the Prime Minister, when she visited Castle Peak, had
made it clear to him that he should contact her whenever he felt that the British

Government could be of help.

I discovered afterwards that, in fact, a draft of this letter had already been shown
to Lord Rhodes and was in the possession of your Department and our Trade
Commissionnaire in Hong Kong.

I also gather that you have made it clear to Lord Rhodes there was no way that the
British Government could or would be putting equity into such a project.

Obviously we do wish to retain a relationship which enables us to obtain a billion
pounds worth of orders for the United Kingdom. Both on the trade and industry sides
it must be a matter for you to decide what, if anything, can be done to secure
these orders.

Perhaps due to my long background of fighting the French I have a nasty unease that,
in spite of their understanding with GEC, the French may try to obtain all the orders,
Certainly as far as my own Department is concerned, if we can be of any help in any
arrangements you recommend to secure maximum orders for Britain we would want to

do just that.

The main beneficiary from the orders would seem to be GEC. They may have ideas about
how £25 million token support could be operated.in such a way as to secure the
orders that are required.

Can I also say that if you felt that in any of the arrangements you wish to pursue
the CEGB could be of help, I would be only too happy to put to them any suggestions
that you would like to make. I am copying this letter and the enclosure to the
Prime Minister. D :

' With best wishes.
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