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CONFIDENTIAL

EGRAM NUMEER 270 OF 24 JANUARY
(FO PRIGRITY N1O LONDON, NI1O BELFAST, DUBLIN, BIS NEW YORK.
SAVING, CGS NEW YURK, BOSTON, CHICAGO, LUS ANGELES, SAN

15C0.
VISIT TO THE UNITED STATES BY THE IRISH PRIME MINISTER

1. THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND IRISH EMBASSY HAVE TOLD US THAT DR
FITZGERALD, PROBABLY ACCOMPAINED BY THE IRISH FOREIGN MINISTER,
—_—— P . i i g
WILL VISIT WASHINGTON ON 16-13 MARCH. HE 1S SCHEDULED TO MEET
PRESIDENT REAGAN ON 16 MARCH, BUT |IT HAS WOT YET BEEN DECIDED
—
HOW, APART FROM THE ARRIVAL STATEMENT, THE PRESIDENT WILL MARK
ST PATRICK'S DAY ITSELF.

2. DR FITZGERALD IS LIKELY TO ARRIVE IN THE UNITED STATES ON i1
MARCH AND TO VISIT NEW YORK AND BOSTON BEFORE TRAVELLING TO
WASHINGTON. THE IRISH EMBASSY SAY THAT THE PROGRAMME HAS NOT YET
BEEN FINALISED. POSSIBLE VISITS TO CHICAGO AND THE WEST COAST ARE
ALSO UNDER CONSIDERATION, THOUGH AT PRESENT NEW YORK AND BOSTON
HAVE PRIORITY. DR FITZGERALD PLANS TO RETURN TO DUBLIN VIA NEW
YORK LATE ON 18 MARCH.

3. WE SHALL KEEP IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH THE ADMINISTRATION ABOUT DR
FITZGERALD'S VISIT AND THE PRESIDENT'S ST. PATRICK'S DAY STATEMENT.
THE TIMING OF THE VISIT WILL PROVIDE THE (IRISH GOVERNMENT WITH A
FURTHER INCENTIVE TO TRY TO STICK TO THE TIMETABLE FOR

THE T
PUBL.ICATION OF THE NEW IRELAND FORUM REPORT.
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