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ALL CABINET COLLEAGUES

European Elections

1. At our meeting on 23 February we agreed that Ministers
should look at Departmental wgrk with a view to identifying

-2 policy initiatives which could be timed for announcement
L. '-———-—-‘—'_'-_—-‘-__-.___-
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during the European elections campaign, or incorporated in

the manifesto. I would be grateful if all colleagues could

—

follow thisup and let me have by 19 March a list of such
e ———
initiatives, whether domestic or European, indicating timing
T—
and including an assessment of the impact of the announcement.

2. In the period between now and the European elections,
issues of policy will arise in the European Parliament which
could offer scope to the opposition to exaggerate differences
between the EDG and the Government. It will, therefore, be
important to take steps to be aware in advance of any
potential problems, and to engage in closer and deeper
consultation with the relevant EDG Spokesmen than would be
necessary at other times. I would be grateful if colleagues
would alert Ministers, Special Advisers and, where
appropriate, officials, to the need to follow this up. The
Party Chairman and I have already stressed to EDG leaders

the importance of their Spokesmen taking the initiative to
contact Departments, but we should not rely on this alone.
Quite often, I fear, an initiative may well be necessary from

the Government side.
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3. I am sending copies of this letter to all Cabinet
colleagues, the Party Chairman, the Chief Whip, and to

Peter Cropper.

e

(GEOFFREY HOWE)

—

Foreign and Commonwealth Officghhx“\H

27 February 1984
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION AND SCIENCE

ELIZABETH HOUSE, YORK ROAD, LONDON SE! 7PH {CY??‘A
TELEPHONE 01-928 9222 ‘Uptﬁa
FROM THE SECRETARY OF STATE
The Rt Hon Sir Geoffrey Howe QC MP \ﬂ\ﬁ
Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs

Whitehall
London SW1H \A. March 1984
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. EUROPEAN ELECTIONS: LIST OF POLICY STATEMENTS UP TO 14 JUNE

Subject

Approximate

Schools

Policy statement on science
curriculum

E\ca*r‘.lnatJ.O'1 to supplement
A levels

Decision on rf—orqanisation
of Liverpool's secondary
schools

2cislon on 16+ examinations

f Council for
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Higher Education

Proposed enquiry into validation
of non-university courses
University efficiency
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Date

April/May

April/May

April/May

April/May

April/May

April

May

May/June

Impact on

—

UK public

Favourable

Mixed: but
majority
favourable

Uncertain

Mixed

Favourable

Favourable

Favourable
Unfavourable
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