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At their meeting next week H Committee will consider the
attached paper from the Chief Secretary. FHe proposes a reduction
in the period during which a tenant who exercises his right to buy

Ls

must repay part of the discount if he sells, from 5 to 3 years.

He asks for inclusion of this change in the Housing and Building

Control Bill, currently before the Lords.

The Secretaries of State for Scotland and Wales are not
convinced about the merits of such a reduction, since they are

concerned about criticism of people making a quick prefit. The

Minister for Housing is likely to argue against any tactical

reasons: it is very late in the passage of the Bill to include

such a major and controversial change.
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