10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 16 March 1984

Economic and Social Committee : Letter from
M. Ceyrac to the Prime Minister

Thank you-for your letter of 16 March.
As I told you on the telephone, the telegram
which you enclosed may be despatched but I
should be grateful if you would first delete
the second sentence of the proposed reply from
the Prime Minister to M. Ceyrac.

-~ Roger Bone, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE: LETTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER
FROM M. CEYRAC

T s Your mufax to Wall of L4 March, setting out text of
letter from Ceyrac to the Prime Minister, refers.
(A The Prime Minister has agreed that you should convey the
following message to Ceyrac in reply:
BEGINS:

I have been asked by the Prime Minister to thank you for
your letter to her of 14 March. The Prime Minister has taken
careful note of what you say. She wishes to convey her thanks
for the message of support from the Community's social and
economic interests for tackling the urgent decisions which Llie
ahead at the Council. She fully shares your desire to get
agreement urgently on solutions to the deep-seated structural
problems of the Community, so that the Community can turn its
energies to promoting a better future for all of its members.

That objective will be pursued vigorously by the UK at the
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5% The message should if at all possible be conveyed to

M. Ceyrac before the start of the Council.
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

16 March, 1984

=

Economic and Social Committee: Letter from M. Ceyrac to

the Prime Minister

I enclose the text of a letter which the President of
the Economic and Social Committee, M. Ceyrac, has asked
Sir Michael Butler to convey to the Prime Minister.

M. Ceyrac writes to emphasise the importance of the
Community to the future of Europe's workers, businessmen
and consumers; the need to take the urgent decisions facing
the Community without delay and to avoid its collapse; and
the support which ''those in positions of political
responsibility'' can rely on from the Community's social and
economic interests, for the work ahead at the Council, where
the public expects the necessary bold decisions to be taken.

The terms of the letter suggest that it may have been
sent to other EC Heads of Government as well. In the
circumstances, we recommend that Sir Michael Butler conveys
a brief message on behalf of the Prime Minister in reply,
as set out in the enclosed draft telegram.

I should be grateful to know whether the Prime Minister

is content with this. It would be preferable for the message
to reach M. Ceyrac before the Council.
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(R B Bone)
Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street
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brussels 14/3/19a4
telex nr 1294

his excellency -

Sir michael butier, kcmg, /(1// %‘ Ni"‘

ambassador ' |
LB A

permanent representative of the LR :
united kingdom to the e€uropean coomunities
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1 should Like you to forward the dollowing Letter ' to the

[/

prime minister,

‘the rt. hon, margaret thatcher, m,p, 3 ¢ ﬁl
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dear prime minister,

after the eetback of the athens Supmit, the economic and
Social conmittee appealed to all Socio-professional organiza-
tions in the member states 10 rally in cefence of t e construcs
tion of europe.

the unprecedentec response te this apisal has nighiliohted
the firm conmitment of w atl are called the community®s 'Y {fe
forcee'' to this grand design. the commuenity's infLuence on the
entire socio-economic fabric 18 S0 deep-rooted that 1t has now
become indiepensable,

adter .the athens summit the @Sc declared that the eccenesic
and social interest groups were not prepared to give up on the
Compunity, today, 1t can safely say right out that they are
tmable to do so without vehaking the very foundations on which
their plans, development and future have ben built for many
years, a
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. consequently, on the eve of a particutariy crucia
-.' meeting, the esc - which has consistently focussed its attention
on pratical issuee adfecting the spheres Tor which it 1s
specificallz responsible - is now deelLiberately tackiLing @
really fundamental issue,

the community has reaches a stage in its development where
even the most routine aspects of 1ts existence depend on nighiLy
po
dtical decisions, fTailure to take these cecisions could
mean the collapse of the entire communitly edjfice constructed
over the past 25 years,

in addressing i1tself to the heads of state or government,
the esc’s intention is to state its views on {a) the key issues

at stake in industry, agriculture, trade, the crafte and the
professions, and (b) the urgency of the decisions that nust be

taken,

the future of millions of workers, businesses and
consumers throughout the eec is at stake,

workers Look 1o job security and their Living standards,
businesses are concernmed about their capacity to compete, in
short their survival in the teeth of international competition,
the consumer's main anxiety is to protect purchasing power,
all of them care deeply about their own and their children's
freeeom,

the decisions required are becoming increasinglLy urgent
as the recession cuts deeper day by rday, cal
ing for changes
(sometimes radical changes) in structures and strategies, dead-
Lines must be set, a8 in the case of enlLargment ¢f the eec,
which cannot and should not be put odf any Longer,
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in the face of this Sltuation, the esc feeis able to

assure those in positions of political

ESponsinility that they

can count on the full backing of eurape's organised interest
groups in taking the bold decisions that the general public
®Xpects from then and in their efforts to rise above national
or corporate confiLjcts of interegt,

o} yours sincerely,

franadeaveyrac
0f the economic ang socialL conmittes
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