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CLOSURE OF THORNTON VIEW HOSPITAL, BRADFORD s “Drug

!
I am writing to let you know about a difficult announcement which I3
we propose to make shortly.

We have had the task of deciding whether to agree to Bradford
Health Authority's proposals to close two hospitals - the Thornton
View geriatric hospital and the Shipley GP and pre-convalescent
hospital. There are strong service grounds for closing Thornton
View: it is an old hill-top workhouse, difficult to reach and ill-
suited to modern geriatric practice. Unfortunately one of the
several wards which the Authority proposed to use in place of
Thornton View was itself not of a good standard. We have,
therefore, decided to agree to the closure of Thornton View but not
to the use of the unsatisfactory ward. Shipley Hospital will be
retained for outpatient use by the local GPs and ite beds ™
transferred to geriatric use in place of the ward proposed by the
Authority.

he case of Thornton View the opposition has been sustained,
idespread and sometimes violent. At one stage the Chairman,
Administrator and Information Officer of the Regional Health
Authority were forcibly detained by a large deputation of opponents.
Threatening telephone calls have been made. The car of the
Chairman of Bradford Health Authority was recently vandalised, in
its garage, at a protest. The hospital has been "occupied” since
last August - preventing senior management gaining access - and was
featured in a recent Labour Party Political Broadcast which showed
Mr Meacher visiting the hospital. He is but one of a stream of
well-known visitors to the-hospital since the occupaélon egan,
including Messrs Kinnock, Benn, Livingstone, Scargill, Bickerstaffe,
Vanessa Redgrave and Glenda Jackson.

Eéth closure proposals have attracted substantial opposition. In
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We intend that the run-down of Thornton View Hospital will be
gradual as alternative accommodation is found for the patients.
This will avoid the appalling prospect of a mass evacuation of
some sixty elderly patients in the face of hostile opposition.
In our statement we shall be stressing the improvements which
have been and are to be made in services to the elderly, paying
tribute to the devoted care given in the past to patients at
Thornton View, and encouraging those staff to participate in the
improvement of services. At local level the DHA Chairman has a
carefully prepared presentation ready for the day of the
announcement. This, we hope, will defuse the opposition, but
we cannot be confident of this, and there could be strong
reactions. Hence this letter to let you know what is afoot.

I am sending copies of this letter to the Prime Minister and to
members of H.

NORMAN FOWLER
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Thank you for your letter of 17 March about the closure of Thornton View
Hospital in Bradford.

I am grateful to you for letting me know of the forthcoming announcement,
which is bound to cause some difficulty. I understand that your officials are
keeping in close touch with the No 10 Press Office and will seek to ensure
that the case for closure and for the use of the proposed alternative accommo-
dation is presentetd as positively as possible.

I am sending copies of this letter to the Prime Minister, to members of
H Committee and to Sir Robert Armstrong.
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The Rt Hon Norman Fowler MP
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