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LADY YOUNG'S WiISIT TO INDIA

1. LADY YOUNG VIS!TED INDHA AS THE GUEST OF THE GOQ! FROM 05
TO 08 MARCH, AND TRANSIHTED «INDiA FROM 16 TO 18 MARCH EN ROUTE
HOME .

2. SHE HAD TwO SESSHONS OF TALKS WTH THE MEA (CHAJIRED BY THE
MitnISTER OF STATE, RAHIM) AND SEPARATE MEETINGS Wl TH THE PRIME
MINISTER, FORE:IGN MINJSTER, RASGOTRA (FUS EQUIVALENT), AND
FARTHASARATHY (PRIIME MIWISTER'S SPECIAL FORE:GN AFFAIRS ADV:ISER).
MORE TAME THAN /N RECENT RQUNDS OF TALKS WAS DEVOTED TO BILATERAL
MATTERS ESPEC:LALLY REPERCUSSHONS OF THE MHATRE MURDER. THE
AINDANS MENTHONED THEHR CONCERN AT ANT=INDIAN ACTIWTIES «N THE
Uk OF D:I-SSIDENTS OF :LND:AN/PAKISTAN ORGIN WHICH THEY RELATED

TQ AN ALLEGED ANTJ=IND:'AN BilAS OF THE UK MEDIMA. THEY ALSO VOICED
OTHER GRUMBLES, !MNCLUDING THE SMALLNESS OF THE QUOTA FOR UK
PASSPORT HOLDERS [N INDIA WlSHING TO SETTLE -IN BRUTAUN. ON THE
MHATRE CASE LADY YOUNG DESCR{BED THE PROGRESS MADE BY POL.ICE
(INCLUDUNG SidX ARRESTS) AND AGREED TO PUT TO THE WEST MIDLANDS
CrlEF CONSTABLE THE (INDIAN REQUEST TO BE KEFT FULLY |NFORMED
AEOUT THEIR «INVESTIIGAT:JON. FOR OUR FART LADY YOUNG FRESSED
V.IGOROUSLY FOR RECONSHDERAT:ION OF RECENTLY :IMPOSED MEA RESTRICT IONS
ON BRJTISH COUNCJHL ARRANGEMENTS FOR FINANCANG CULTURAL EVENTS,
AND AFPEAR.ING TO ACHIEVE SOME FROGRESS ON THIS,

3. THERE WERE WIDE-RANGING DM SCUSSHONS ON :INTERNATONAL
ISSUES, WHICH PRODUCED FEW SUPRISES. THE (NDIANS TOLD LADY YOUNG
OF THE RESUMPTICN OF THE D ALOGUE BETWEEN ND'IAN AND PAKISTAM!
FOREIGN SECRETARIES (PUS LEVEL) ON POL/TICAL ISSUES N MAY, BUT
LAID STRESS ON THE QUTSTANDING DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE TWO
COUNTRMES, AND IN GENERAL GAVE L:JTTLE SiING OF BELJEVING THAT
RELATIONS WERE REALLY SET TO IMPROVE. THE -INDIANS WERE GLOOMY
ABOUT IRANAIRAGQ (AND HEDGED OVER WHAT SHOULD BE DONE IF ([RAN
CLOSED THE STRAIGHTS OF HORMUZ): THEY WERE EVEN MORE GLOQMY
ABOUT PROSPECTS N LEBANON. ON SRil' LANKA THE (NDIANS RAISED
REFORTS THAT THEY
CLAIMED JAYEWARDENE HAD TOLD THEM) AS WELL AS THAT THE FRES-IDENT'S
EODYGUARD WAS B (1SLAMABAD TELNO 158 TO FCO): LADY YOUNG
FAIRMLY REBI HE LLEGAT:|ONS, BUT AGREED T0O CHECK FURTHER,
OF (IND:LA'S INFORMATION. LADY YOUNG TOLD
LD ANNOUNCE GQuR NEW FCRMULAT!ION ON THE
RING HER. VISIT TO KATHMANDU: THE IND!ANS
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CONFIDENTIAL

4. AFART FROM HER OFFICIAL TALKS LADY YOUNG HAD A BUSY SCHEDULE
OF OTHER ENGAGEMENTS. SHE GAVE A FUBL:IC LECTURE ON ''BRITAIN

AND SOUTH ASHA'' WHICH ATTRACTED QUITE WIDE PUBLICITY. SHE ALSO
ViSITED THE BRITISH COUNCIL. SHE SPENT A FULL DAY IN MADRAS,
WHERE SHE SAW A SUCCESSFUL UK/INDIAN JOUNT VENTURE (LUCAS/TVS)

AS WELL AS SEEING THE BRITISH COUNCIL OPERAT:HONS THERE. N BOTH
DELH:li AND MADRAS SHE TALKED TO JNDIAN JOURNALASTS, WHO COVERED
HER VST WELL. SHE ALSO TOOK TROUBLE TO TOUR THE H{VH COMMJSSHON
TO MEET MY UK AND LOCAL STAFF, TO LOOK OVER THE RES:IDENT:AL
ACCOMMODAT:HON, AND TO MEET THE DSWA: THIIS WAS MUCH AFPRECIATED.

5. COMMENT. (N PROTOCOL TERMS THE «ND:ilANS WENT OUT OF THEIR WAY
TO WELCOME LADY YOUNG. sIN CONTRAST TO THE!R FRACTICE FOR OTHER
RECENT BILATERAL VISITS BY FCO MiN|STERS (E.G. THOSE BY MR HURD
AN JANUARY 1982 AND BY MR RiIFKJIND N 1983) THEY MADE LADY YOUNG
A GUEST OF GOVERNMENT, AND LAYD ON A DiNNER BY RAHIM AND LUNCH
BY RAQ, AS WELL AS SEFARATE MEET-INGS whTH

RAO AND MRS GANDH::, THE TALKS WERE CHARACTERISED BY AN
INCREASIING WARMTH AS THE Vel ST FROGRESSED, EVEN IF, AS REGARDS
ANTERNATHONAL MATTERS, THEY REVEALED LJTTLE NEW ABOUT tIND:LAN
ATTITUDES OR FERCEPT:IONS. ON BILATERAL MATTERS, ALTHOUGH THE
D:iSCUSSIONS WERE SOMETMES STICKY (ESPEC.LALLY ON THE ALLEGED
ANT Li+IND AN BJAS OF THE UK MEDJ:A) THEY ENABLED SOME {MPORTANT
IISSUES OF CONCERN TO BOTH SDES TO BE AIRED.
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6. LADY YOUNG SUFFERED A TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCE ONn HER

DEPARTURE, WHEN THE SUDDEN DECOMPRESS|ON OF HER AIRCRAET AT
ALTLTUDE FORCED AN EMERGENCY RETURN TO DELH.I AND DELAYED HER
RETURN TO THE UK. I HOPE THIS DOES NOT TOO GREATLY CLOUD HER
MEMORIES OF THIS VST, WHICH WAS FROM THE V:IEW BOANT OF THIS

¥I1SS ION VALUABLE -IN SETT:ING OUT BRITISH VIEWS, SOTH TO THE
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA AND TO A WIDER -INDIAN PUBLIC, AS WELL AS BEING
CLEARLY MUCH APPRECUATED BY THE INDsIAN GOVERNMENT.
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