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EL SALVADORy PRESIDENT tAL ELECT 1ONS
SimEMARY

THE PRESIDEKT AL ELECTION WEXT SUNDAY 1S UNLIKELY TO PRODUCE
fll RBESOLUTE HL“”FITT ARD & SECCHND EUEHﬁ MAY DE RECESSARY, THE
ELECTION PROCEDURE, ALTHOUGH IMPERFECT SWOULD BE ACCEPTABLE IF

IT 15 COMPLETELY AKD IMPARTIALLY IMPLEMENTED UN ELECTION DAY,

IF VIOLENCE INTERFERES WITH THE ELECTION THE GUERRILLAS WILL BE

10 BLAME. THE ELECTION WILL NOT SOLVE THE COUNTRY'S DEEP SEATED
PROBLEMS BUT SHOULD DEMONSTRATE THE PECPLE'S W)GH FOR CONSTITUTIONAL
GOVERMMENT 1% A COUNTRY MORE USED TO DICTATORSHIP THAN DEMOCRART.

1. OHN 25 MARCH THE SALYADOREA® PEOPLE wiILL GO TO THE POLLS TO

ELECT & MEW PRESIOERT AKD vICE PRESIDEMT,. IF WD PRESIDENT 1AL
CANDIDATE wWikS MORE THANW BO% OF THE VOTES THE TwO LTADERES WILL
CONTEST A SECOMD ELECTI0K WITHIN A MOKTH, TH1S wWiLL BE DECIDED

BY SIMELE EMA&JORITY PROBABLY Ok 29 APRIL OR & HAY. THE NEW PRESIDENT
wiLL TAKE OFF ICE ON 15T JUME,

2. EVGHT PARTIES HAVE PROPOSEL CANDIDATES BUT OHLY THREEE HAYE ARY
CHANCE ., THESE ARE WAPOLEOM DUARTE FOR THE LEFT GF CEMTRE CHEIST VAN
DEMOCRATS, ROBERTO D' AUBGISSO0N FOR THE EXTREME RIGHT WING KRENA

A&MD FRAMCVSCO GUERRERO FOR THE RIGHT OF CEWTRE CONGILIAGIDN

KAC 1OWAL, THEY wWiLL PROBABLY FIKISH THE FIRST ROUND IN THAT ORDER
WITH KOME OF THER wWiHNIKG HORE THAW 50% OF THE vOTE. THE OTHER

FIVE PARTIES ARE PARTICIPATIRG ONLY TO SHOW THEIR RELATIVE SUPFORT.
TWE SMALL PARTIES REPRESENTIRG THL UNIOM QF THE EXTREME LEFT (FIR}
IXD THE GUERRILLAS [FMLYE) HAYE REFUSED TO TAKE PART [N THE ELECTICH.

3. THE ELECTORAL CAMPAIGH HAS FEATURED Twl THEMES - THE CIVIL
WAR AND THE ECONOMY, POLICIES TO DEAL WITH BEOTH ARE SIMPLISTIC,
DUABRTE FAVOURS DIALOGUE wITH THE FOR/FMLM AKD A QUOTE SOCIAL PACT
URQUOTE TO DEAL WITH ECOKOMILC FROBLEMS. DYAUBUYTSSON WOULD FROROTE
HARSHER MEASURES AGAINST THE FMLE AND TS SUPPORTERS AMD RETURK
THE ECONOMY TD THE PRIVATE SECTOR, THE PRAGMATIC GUERRERD wiLL
SUPPORT WHATEVER 15 POLITICALLY WIABLE. ELECTURAL PROPAGAKDA

KAS BEEN PREDICTABLY ABUSIVE wITH DUARTE A PARTICULAR TARGET FOR
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k., THE UMITEGC STATES wOULD PREFER DUARTE OR GUERRERY BUT wiLL ACCEPT
WHOEYER |5 ELECTED. HOWEYER ITS MILITARY AMD ECONOMIC AID TO THE

KEW PRESIDEMT wiLL DEPEMD O% THE EXTENT TO wHICH Hi5 POLICIES ARE
ACCEPTABLE IN THE UNITED STATES. A WIN BY D'AUBUISSON WOULD

PRESENT THE REAGAK ADMIMISGTRATION WiTH SERICGUS FROBLEMS 1N AN

ELECT ION YERE .

5. ALTHOUGR THERE HAYE DEEK SOME ISOLATED REPORTE OF FAVOURATISH

BY LRMY COMMANDERS TUWARDS CERTAIN PARTIES, THE ARMY 15 UNLIKELY TO
INTERFERE WITH YOTING, THE FMLY WILL TRY TO LD 50, THEY HAWE

BEEN COMFISCATING IDENTITY CARDS ON COUNTRY BUS ROUTES TO PREVEMT
PECOFLE FROM YOTING &AMD HAYE SET OFF BOMBS Ik THE CAPITAL. FOUR
RIGHT WING FOLITICIANS WAVE BEEN AS5ASS|MATED DURIKG THE ELECTORAL
CAMPAIGN, DESPITE REPORTS THAT THEY wOULD ROT INTERFERE WITH THE
ELECTIONS THE FMLMN HAS REFUSED TO HAVE A CEASEF |RE DK ELECTHION

DAY AND HAVE FROMISED TO INTENSIFY THEIR ATTACKS BEFORE, DURING

AND AFTEF THE ELECTIONMS. HWOWEYZR IT BEEMS UNLIKELY THAT THEY wiLL
BE ABLE TO PREVENT OR SERIOUSLY IMTERFERE WITHW THE ELECTION PROCCSS.
THE TEST wWILL BE THE S1ZE OF THE VOTE.

£, THE ELECTIONS ARE CONTROLLED BY k CENTRAL ELECT(ON COUNCIL
COMPOSED OF REPRESEMTATIVES OF THE POLNTICAL FPARTIES. THESE

ENSURE POLITICAL SUPPORT BUT SOUABBLE WORE THAK THEIR PREDECESSORS
wHO WERE IMDEPEKDENT, THE KEW ELECTORAL LAW SEEMS FAIR, PARTIC=
ULARLY BY LATIN AMERICAN STAMDARDS, IF YOTING 15 INPARTIALLY COn-
TROLLED Ok ELECTVON DAY THE RESULT SHOULD BE ACCEPTAELE.

7. TECHNICAL ASPECTE COF THE ELECTORAL PROCESS woICH MAY ATTRALT
CRITIC 1S ARE 3= ;

(L} THE ELECTORAL REGISTER®S DATA BASE (IDERTITY CARDE CHECKED
AGAIHST BIRTH/DEATH RECORDS) 15 NOT 100% ACCURATE. MUNICIPAL
RECORDS ARE WOT ALWAYS KEPT EFFICIENTLY IN CENTRAL AMERICA.

HOWEVER THE ELECTORAL REGISTER 15 CONS1DERED SATISFACTORY BY
THE INTERNATIORAL FIRM OF ACCOUNTANTS DELOITTE, HASKING, SELLS LTD.
ALTHOUGH THEY wOULD WAVE PREFERRED WDRE TIME TO VYERIFY THE BASE
DATA, HEVERTHELESS IT MIGHT HAYE BEEM BETTER TO USE & FIREM NOT S0
CLOSELY IDENTAFIED WITH THE UNITED STATES.

{B) THE ELECTORAL REGIZTER IKCLUDES AN ESTIMATED &030,000/800,000
SALVADDREAKS WHO HAVE LEFT EL SALVADOR. A5 THERE 15 MO

PROVISION FOR YOTING AT EMBASSIES DR BY POST THEY wiLL BE UNRBLE
TO PARTICIFATE.,

HOWEYER OVERSEAS YOTING |5 NOT ACCEPTABLE IN CENTRAL AMERICAN
COURTRIES [ARD 15 WOT PRONADED FOR 1K NICARAGUARYS REw ELECTORAL
LA¥). THE OPPDRTUKITIES FOR FRAUD ARE PROBABLY TOO GREAT. EMIGRES
MAY RETURMN TO YOTE AMD THE PREN IDUS SALVADDREAN LAW WAES WNOT

5 s il
CHANGED TO EXCLULE THEWM.
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.-::*,- 70 REDUCE FRAUD, CITIZENS MUST YOTE IN THE MUNICIPALITY I
WFICH THEY OBTAIKED THEIR |BENTITY CARDS. HOMEVER SEVERAL
HUKDRED THOUSAND PERSOMS HAVE BEEN FORCED BY THE VIOLEWCE TO
MOVE TO OTHER PARTS OF EL SALVADOR AKD wiLL BE UMABLE TG DO &0,
SEECIAL YOTING STATIONS wILL BE SET UF TC DEAL WITH THIS PROP-
LEW. HOMEVER THERE wiLL BE SOME LOSS OF WOTES DUE TV THIS DISTORTION
OF THE HORMAL VOTING PATTERN, 1T ALSE PEONIDEZ PERHAPS
THE OKLY CPFORTUNAITY FOR FERSOKS TO WOTE ™ORE THAW ONCE. THETR
KAMES wILL BE ON BOTH THEIR ORIGINAL CORSTITUEKCY VOTING LIST AND
0K THOSE AVAILAELE FOR DISPLALED PERSONS.

IDY THE ELECTORAL COUNGIL ESTVMATES THAT OF THE COUNTRY'S 261
MUK ICIPALITIES, YOTING wWILL MOT BE POSSIBLE IN 22 WHICH ARE
CONTROLLED EY THE GUERRILLAS (MANY OF THEM KD RORE THAN VILLAGES),
HOREOVER MUK ICIPAL RECORDS WERE DESTROYED 1K A NUMEER OF TOWNS
BRIEFLY OCCURIED BY THE GUERRILLAS.

GUERRILLA CEMTRES ARE MOSTLY M THIHLY POPULATED AREAS FRODM
WHICH MOGST OF THE POPULAT DN HWAS FLED, 1T 15 THE NUMEER
OF YOTERS, MOT MUMICIPALITIES, WHICH COUNTS, DISPLACED PERSONS
WiLL BE ABLE TO VOTE UMDER {(B) ABOVE, THE ELECTORAL COUNCIL
BLREADY WOLDS DUPL ICATES OF DESTROYED MUWICIPAL RECORDE wWiITH
WHICH TO PREPARE KEW RECORDS. IN THE 1582 ELECTIONS 28 MUNICIPALITIES
WERE AFFECTED BY GUERRILLA ACTIOM. THE ELECTORAL COUNCIL CCNEIDERS
THAT OKLY 20,000 = 30,000 VOTES wiILL BE LOST BUT DOUBLE THAT NUMEER
SEEMS MORE LIKELY.

fEY SOME OF THE ESTIMATED &0,000 CIVILIAKS KILLED IR THE RECENT
YEARS ARE UNKNOWK AND ARE THEREFORE SYALL I(MCLUDED ¥% THE ELECTORAL
REGISTER, AWM ESTIMATED 30,000 MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES IKCLUDED
IN THE ELECTORAL REGVSTER WILL WOT VOTE TO DEMOKSTRATE THE POLITICAL
ROLE 0OF THE KRMED FORCES.

TH1S SHOULD REDUCE THE TOTAL BY AMOTHER 50, 000.

(F} DELOITTE, WASKINS, SELLS LTD. ESTIMATES THAT THERE ARE AT
LEAST 40; 000 DUPLICATE ILENTITY CARDS.

&, ACCOADIMG TO THE NEWw ELECTORAL REGISTER THE THEORETICAL
ELECTORATE 15 2.6 MILLION VOTERS. FROM THIS OME MUST DEDUCT ABOUT
800,000 vOTES BECAUSE OF (A) TO (F) ABOVE TO OETALK & REALISTIC
POTENTIAL YOTE OF ABOUT 1.8 MILLIOK. 1T 15 IMPGTART TO

DEC|DE THE S1ZE OF THE POTEKTIAL ELECTORATE AS A POLL OF SAY,

1.27 MILLION YOTES, COULD BE PRESENTED AS E1THER 4%% OR TO% OF THE

ELECTORATE. 3
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. THTRE WiLL BE & LARGE TURNOUT FOR THE ELECTIOGN = PROBAELY 1.5
MILLAOK, DUARTE SHOULD RECEIVWE &0&% PLubL OF THE wALID YOTES,
PrAEUBUISSSON AND GUERRERD SHOULD SHARE ABOUT 50 AKD THE OTKHER
FIVE CARDIDATES DIVIDE UP TO 10%, SPOILED YOTES, OFTEN SEEK &5

REFLECT ING SUFFORT FOR THE GUERRILLAS, SHOULD WOGT EXCEED 10%.

10. IF THERE 1S & SECOND ROUND THE RIGHT WING wOULD COMEINE AGAIRET
DUSRTE, HWOWEYVER D'AUBUISSON'S UNFOPULARITY IW THE UKITED STATES

AWD THE PDSSIBLE EFFECT OF TH1S Ok ESSERTIAL U.5. NILITARY AKD
ECONDRIC k1D, mAY CAUZE SOME RIGHT WING VOTERS TO ABSTAIN, THE
FiNAL RESULT wOULD THEN BE CLOSE. RKEY FACYORS wiLL BE THE EXTENT

BY WHICH DUARTE AND D'AUBLISS0W CANM EXCEED 4D®R AND 30% RESFECT IVELY
i% THE FIRST ROUND,

FOO PLEASE PASS ALL
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