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El Smlvador: Presidential Elections

Althoupgh the results have vet to be officially con-
Firmed, 1t is -already clear that the Christian Democrat
candidate, Jose Napoleon Duarte, won the elections which
took place ifif E1 Salvador on 25 Marem amd 6 May for the
Presidency. Tuarite, whe is strongly supported by the
Americans, offers the best hope for progress towards
democracy and reconciliation in El Salvador. I attach a
paper on the implications of his victory.

oenor Duarte paid a short ¢all on the Prime Minister
on 19 June, 1983 during a three days' sponsored wvisit.

We wish to support and epcourage Duarte's pfforts to
achieve real demorracyand reform. We recommend that the
Prime Minister send a short congratulatory message To the
new Preslident, a5 soon as the results are officially con-
firmed, probably by the end of next week. The Prasident
takes office on 1 June. The Americans would welcome such
a gesture of support for Duarte. They have expressed
their pratitude for oor declislon to =end ob=earvers to the
eloction ., A -draft telegram is attached,
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CONFIDENTIAL

!EE IMPLICATIONS OF THE VICTORY OF DUARTE IN THE EL SALVADOR
ELECTIONS

José Napoledn Duarte has won the Presidential elections in El
Salvador, having obtained 54 .05 per cent of the wvotes in the
run-off with his extreme right-wing opponent Roherto d'Aubuisson who
galned 45.95per cent. Thaese results are still subject to official
confirmation. Our Ambassador has reported that the alaction toak
place in an atmosphere of relative peace and with greatly improved

administration. More than Eﬂ_ﬂﬂ;_:&nt of the electorate

participated. The British official observers reported that their
genaral conclusion is that the election of & May did provide the
people with the opportunity to decide who should be their Preaident
through a reasonably fair, secure and secrat ballot. Respect of
this decision by all sections of SBalvadorean society, together with
prosecution of terrorism, within the due process of law, is now
esgential if the electoral process is to be a means of their
achievereil of a proper democracy.

2% Duarte, a Christian Damocrat, represents the moderate
centrist option in El Salvador against both the extreme right-wing
and the left-wing guerrillas. His victory opens up the best
prospect for demacracy in El Balwvadaor, His success will deapend to
a large extent on strong support from the US Government which he
will undoubtly receive, President Reagan in his Addresa to the
Hation on 9 May urged Congress to give swift approval to his
requests for increased military and economic aid to El Salvador. He
warned that Cuban backed left-wing guerrillas could topple the newly
alacted Government by the autumn if US assistance was not
immediately forthcoming. Duarte's victory will probably facilitatme
the S Government's efforts to secure Congressional approval for the
funds urgently needed to strengthen U5 assistance to the Salvadorean

army .
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1. Howaver , Duarte faces a formidable task. The civil war is at
stalemate but the strength of the guerrillas is increasing. He has

promised to open a dialogue with all political currents including

the extreme right-wing and the left-wing guerrillas and to set-up a
special commission to track down the death sgunads. But at least
until early 1985 when Assembly elections take place he will hawve

to work with a Mational Assembly in which D'Aubuisson and his right
wing allies predominate. He also faces an antagonistie private
gactor and an army and polica whose senior command is known to
dislike his policies of social reform and naticnal reconciliation

and who will oppose hia sfforts to put an end to the death sguads,

i. Duarte was robbed of his Presidential wvictory in 1972 by last
minute rigging the results and subseguently arrestad and beaten by
the Army. He participated and was later President of the
civilian/military junta from 1980-82. He was almost powerless
during that pariod to introduce social or economic changes or to
control the military: and the abuse of human rights Iin those years

was probably at the highest level ever.

5. The situation has changed considerably since then. Duarte is in
a much stronger position as an elected President. The Fact Ehat he
enjove 05 support will give him some leverage with the military who
are dependent on US support and supplisz. But he will have to move
very carefully and will need international support and goodwill if
he is to succeed in achleving progress towards a real democracy.
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Flease transmit the following message to Ing. Jose Mapaleon

Duarte from the Prime Minister, as soon as the results of

the elections are officially confirmed.

SEGINS

Please accept my warmest caongratulations on your victory

in the recent presidential elections.

success during your term of office.

ENDS

HOWE
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I wish you every

i
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