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Community Cash Position 1984: 1983 Refunds
1 Thank you for sepnding me a copy of your minute to the—
Prime Minister of 19 July. Ve ¢ M o

2. 1 agree with the course of action you propose. i will,‘zi/?

as you say, need careful presentation in Parliament but I

see no alternative if we wish our refunds to be paid.

8. As you know, even with the payment of advances, we p¢~(/

cannot be certain of actually getting our refunds before

September. We have been15;essing the Commission to calT~a
Meeting of the Advisory Committees of Representatives of
Member States to consider the Commission's draft decisions
implementing the projects in the United Kingdom on which the
refunds will be spent. These committees were due to meet
next week. In the last day or so however, the President of

S —————————, P " :
the European Parliament has:said that the Parliament's

approval of the transfer proposaf,-agreed by the Budgets

Committee of the Parliament last Week, will not take effect

g,

until he has written to the President of the Commission.

He Wwill not do so until the plenary of the new Parliament

hag_met next week. In the absence of this letter from Dankert

the Commission are proving reluctant to call a meeting of the
Advisory Committees. If those committees do not meet next

week then they are unlikely to do so before September.

4, We have been pressing the Commission hard on this issue
and will continue to do. There is no reason whatsoever for
the Commission to wait for Mr Dankert's letter. But we must

recognise that, while payment of Quxr refunds is not in doubt,

there is still scope for the Parliament, the Commission and

Member States to-a}ag their feet.
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o I am copying this minute to the Prime Minister, the Lord

President, the Lord Privy Seal, the Chief Whip and the Secretary

of the Cabinet.

GEOFFREY HOWE

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

23 July, 1984







