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CONFDENT: AL AMENDED DISTRIBUTION 15 OCTOBER 1984
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TO ‘MMMEDAATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 2596 OF 15 OCTOBER

ANFO (MMEDHATE HONG KONG

YCUR TELNO 1322: FUTURE OF HONG KONG: S:GNATURE OF THE
AGREEMENT.

1. it CALLED ON ZHOU NAN TODAY AND SPOKE AS #NSTRUCTED :iN
PARAGRAPH 4 OF TUR. :li SAKD THAT YOU WOULD ACCOMPANY THE PRHUME
MINGSTER. ON TMENG OF THE VHSHT  :h ADDED WHEN MAK:HNG POUNT (B)
OF PARAGRAPH 4 THAT THE PRdME MIN:MSTER WOULD NOT TAKE A FrINAL
DEC:#SHON UNT:L THE BEGHNMING OF NOVEMBER.

2. IHOU SAWD THAT HE WOULD CONVEY WHAT @y HAD SAWD TO wis
LEADERS. THE FACT THAT THE PRIME MINISTER HAD DECHDED PERSONALLY
TO SUGN THE AGREEMENT SHOWED THE GREAT ‘(MPORTANCE WHICH THE
BRWMISH GOVERNMENT ATTACHED TO THE HONG KONG QUESTHON. T WAS
VERYGOOD NEWS AND, ZHOU SA¥D, WOULD BE GREATLY WELCOMED BY

THE CHENESE ENT. ZHOU THEN ASKED THREE QUEST:HONS:
(A) WOULD THE PRAME MUNMSTER WwiSH TO DSCUSS BILATERAL RELAT:ONS

AND MULTALATERAL QUESTHONS OF COMMON CONCERN WIiTH CHHWNESE LEADERS
N ADDsHTHON TO SHGN:WNG THE AGREEMENT?

(B) WOULD SHE WANT TO TRAVEL TO OTHER PARTS OF CHi®NA?

(C) HOW LONG DikD SHE WriSH TO STAY N CH:NA?

3. ik SAdD THAT:, SPEAK:NG PERSONALLY:: th BEL:NEVED THAT THE PReME
MINGSTER WOULD WiSH TO HOLD DeSCUSSHONS wbTH CH#!NESE LEADERS

ON BULATERAL RELATHONS AND CON MULTsMLATERAL QUESTIONS OF COMMON
CONCERN. tk DiiD NOT KNOW WHETHER SHE WOULD wiSH TO TRAVEL TO
OTHER PARTS OF CHiiNA. SHE HAD OF COURSE PAD TWO EARLAER VIESIHTS
DURHNG WHiCH SHE HAD HAD AN OPPORTUNGTY TO SEE SOMETHiNG OF

THE COUNTRY. SHE wOULD BE GLAD TO KNOW ABOUT ANY CONSiDERATHONS
OF TWMING WHICH THE CHUENESE GCVERNMENT',r AND riN PARTHCULAR ZHAQ
ZRYANG:,t MIGHT WANT TO PUT TO HER.

4., ON TiMING ZHOU SA{D THAT HE WOULD LET ME KNOW THE PREFERENCES
OF ZHAQ. HE ASKED WHETHER THE PRAME MENHSTER'S vusS:dT WOULD BE
COMBIENED WeliTH WibSiIiTS TO SOUTH EAST AStHAN COUNTRHES WHMCH HAD
EARLJER BEEN POSTPONED. v SAMD THAT THIS WAS NOT YET DEC:kDED.
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5. ZHOU ASKED WHEN PARL{AMENT WOULD BE N SESSION AND WHEN THE
AGREEMENT MIGHT BE DEBATED. ‘i SAMD THAT ' THOUGHT PARL:MAMENT WOULD
BE /N SESSHON FROM ABOUT 22 OCTOBER TO ABOUT 14 DECEMBER. TO THE
BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE/, KO DATES HAD YET BEEN FMXED FOR THE

DEBATES ‘N THE TWO HOUSES.

6. WE CONCLUDED WiiTH A BRHEF DISCUSSION OF THE RECEPT.ION SO FAR
GWEN TO THE AGREEMENT. ZHOU SA4D THAT THE CHJYNESE GOVERNMENT

WAS GRATUFWED THAT SECTHONS AROUND THE WORLD ‘INCLUDHNG THE REACT/HONS
OF PEOPLE *MN ALL WALKS OF LIFE W HONG KONG:,» HAD BEEN FAVOURABLE.
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