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LEVEL, BY HAVING REPRESENTATIVES OF MUTUAL A1D COMMITTEES AND OTHER
REPRESENTATIVES BODIES BEING ABSORBED INTO THE DISTRICT
BOARDS. THE SING PAO (INDEPENDENT) SAID THAT IT WAS THE WISH OF BOTH
BRITAIN AND CHINA TO PRESERVE HONG KONG'S SYSTEMS OVER THE NEXT 13
YEARS: REFORMS SHOULD THEREFORE BE CARRIED OUT GRADUALLY AND
PEOPLE SHOULD NOT PRESS FOR THE EARLY INTRODUCTION OF DIRECT ELECT-
{ONS. MIAQ YU OF THE ORIENTAL DAILY (INDEPENDENT) DECRIBED THE WHITE
PAPER AS BRITAIN'S ''FARESELL SHOW'', POWER IN THE FUTURE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL MIGHT BE SHARED BETWEEN ''LITTELE POLITICIANS'?
WHO WERE AFTER POWER AND PEOPLE WHO WERE GENUINELY INTERESTED IN
PRESERVINGC HONG KONG'S STABILITY AND PROSPERITY. IT WAS ALSO

0SS |BLE THAT THE NEW LECISLATIVE COUNCIL MIGHT BE DOMINATED BY
EOPLE LOYAL TO THE EXISTING SYSTEM COMBINED WiTH RRITISH
¢ DEMOCRACY: THE CHINESE WOULD HOWEVER, BE UNLIKELY TO

£ THIS BEYOND 1997.
OLUMNIST IN NEW EVENING POST (COMMUN|ST) ON 25 NOVEMBER

SUGGESTED THAT THE HONG KONG GOVERNMENT WAS TRY[NG TO ARRANGE A
FAIT ACCOMPL| BY PUSHING THE WHITE PAPER [NTO PRINT PEFORE THE
SIGNING OF THE AGREEMENT AND BEFORE THE DRAFTING OF THE BASIC LAY
HAD BEGUN. ''SOME PEOPLE HAD EXPRESSED DOUBTS ABOUT THE WHITE PAPER
BECAUSE HONG KONG'S FUTURE POLITICAL SYSTEM WAS NOT FOR THE BRIT|SH/
HONG KONG GOVERNMENTS TO DECIDE. IT WAS TOO EARLY TO SAY WHETHER
THE WHITE PAPER REFORMS WOULD BE IN LINE WITH THE BASIC LAW SINCE
THE DRAFTING OF THE BASIC LAW HAD NOT YET BEGUN.'' A LETTER N THE
READERS FORUM OF THE WEN WE| PO {COMMUN{ST) SAID THAT THE WHITE
PAPER CONTAINED SOME USEFUL CHANGES (E.G. BRINGING FORWARD THE REV-
IEW) AS COMPARED WITH THE GREEN PAPER. THERE WERE, HOWEVER, STILL
SOME SHORT COMiINGS. THE NUMBER OF INDERECTLY ELECTED MEMBERS WOULD
STILL BE SMALLER THAN THE TOTAL NUMBER OF APPO|NTED AND OFFICIAL
MEMBERS. THE ALLOCATION OF TWO FUNCTIONAL CONSTITUENCIES SEATS FOR
LAEOUR WAS NOT ENOUGH, THE ABSENCE OF ANY PROPOSAL TO REFORM THE
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL WAS OUT OF LINE WITH THE SPIRIT OF DEMOCRACY.

RTFURTHER EFFORTS WERE NEEDED TO PRESS FOR DIRECT ELECTIONS.
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