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1. MY MEETING WITH ALEXANDER TH.AS MORNING WAS VERY SATISFACTORY.
HE APOLOGISED FOR_NOT GETTING BACK TO ME SUONER: BUT HE HAD
WANTED FIRST TO GO INTO THE MATTER THROUGHLY THERE APPEARED TO
HAVE BEEN A MISUNDERSTANDING, WHICH HE HAD i._4 CLEARED UP. HE
SPOKE ''w.1TH HIGHEST POSSIBLE AUTHORITY'' AnD HAD MALE

CLEAR TO ALL CONCERNED ON THE INDIAN SIDE WHAT THe TRUE POSITJIOUN

WAS, HE WOULD BE GRATEFUL «F 1| COULD REPORT THIS AS FOLLOWS.

2. THE GO HAD TAKEN.NO ACTION V:IS-A-VIS BRITAIN (IN THE MATTER
OF CHAUHAN AND CQ EXCEPT TG REPRESENT TO US THEIR VERY STRONG
CONCERN. THE POSTPONEMENT OF MINISTERIAL VISITS WAS WHOLLY
UNCONNECTED. T WAS DUE ONLY TO PRESSURE OF WORK FOLLOWING THE
GENERAL ELECT.JON N DECEMBER AND N PREPARAT.ION FOR AN ;MPORTANT
ROUND OF STATE ELECTJONS :IN MARCH. ALMOST ALL MINILSTERS HAD NEW
PORTFOLIOS, AND THERE WAS A NEW PARLJAMENT TO DEAL W.ITH. THE

SAME WENT FOR THE POSTPONEMENT OF EXHIBIT.IONS.
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3. | ASKED ABOUT NEGOTIAT.IONS FOR COMMERCIAL CONTRACTS, CURRENTLY
INVOLV.ING THE .INDIAN MINISTRY OF DEFENCE. THE LATTER WERE SAID BY
OUR FISMS TO BE SAY.ING THAT THEY WERE HELD UP BY A POLITICAL
DARECTIVE RELATED TO CHAUHAN ETC. ALEXANDER SAID THAT THIS WAS
“QUITE WRONG. HE HAD CHECKED wATH THE PRIME MINISTER AND .INFORMED
ALL CONCERNED. THE NEGOTJAT.IONS COULD GO FORWARD N WHATEVER
WAY THE NEGOTHAT:IONS THEMSELVES WISHED. THERE WAS NO POLAT.ICAL
HOLD-UP AND NO CHAUHAN-RELATED JANPUT OF ANY KIND. SIR JAMES BLYTH'S
VISIT WOULD BE MOST WELCOME: HE HAD SPUKEN TO THE DEFENCE SECRETARY
ABOUT THAT. —
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4, REVERTING TO MIKISTERIAL V.ISITS, ALEXANDER SAID THAT THESE wOULD
BE WELCOME (SUBJECT TO DIARIES ETC) AT ANY TANE FROM APRIL OWWARDS.
HE HOPED MR HESELTINE WOULD COME AS SOON AS COULD BE ARRANGED

AFTER THE END OF MARCH. WHEN | MENTJONED MR RIDLEY'S PROPUSED

VISIT IN APRIL HE SAID HE THOUGHT THAT wOuLD BE MOST WELCOME,
THOUGH WE wOULD OF COURSE NEED TO CHECK THE EXACT DATE wITH

THE INDIAN DEPARTMENTS AND MINISTERS CONCERNED.
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5. | THANKED ALEXANQEE_EOR H]S MESSAGE AND FOR THE TROUBLE HE HAL

TAKEN. FOR THE REASONS | HAD EXPLAINED EARLIER || WAS VERY GLAD
“THAT THE POSITION WAS NOW CLARIF.IED AND WAS AS HE DESCRIBED .IT.

| wOULD SPEAK TO THE DEFENCE AND FINANCE SECRETARIES AS SOON AS

POSSIBLE ABGUT THE WESTLANDS NEGOTIATIONS IN PARTICULAR, wHICH

FOR AID PROGRAMME REASONS 4T WAS IN EVERYONE'S INTERESTS TO

CONCLUDE QU.ICKLY. ALEXANDER DD NOT LDEMUR.

6. COMMENT FOLLOWS.
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