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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary

24 January 1985

Visit by Indian Prime Minister

Thank you for your letter of 24 January about the
proposed visit of Mr. Gandhi to the United Kingdom.

A visit by Mr. Gandhi on 14/15 October would be
convenient to the Prime Minister and would fit in neatly
with CHOGM which starts on 16 October. The Prime Minister's
preference would be for talks and a dinner on 14 October
though the talks could if necessary be on 15 October. I
should be grateful if a proposal in this sense could be put
to Mr. Gandhi.

I agree that the Indian Government should be informed
once details of the Prime Minister's visit to Asia in April
are confirmed but before it is announced publicly. This
should be done without any suggestion of trawling for an
invitation to visit Delhi.

Charles Powell

L.V. Appleyard, Esq.,
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

24 January, 1985

Dear (o,

Visit by Indian Prime Minister

You asked what the position was over the proposed
visit by Mr Gandhi to the UK.

When Sir R Wade-Gery saw Rajiv Gandhi's Principal
Secretary, Alexander, on 16 January (New Delhi telno 069
enclosed) the latter said that Mr Gandhi had regretfully
decided that he could not visit London in June. He would,
however, very much like to visit London later. Alexander
suggested that a visit before or after CHOGM (16-22
October) and the 40th anniversary celebrations of the UN
(24 October) might be appropriate.

Alexander had not put this suggestion to Rajiv Gandhi.
Since then he has, of course, resigned over the New Delhi
espionage affair. As soon as the dust has settled we shall
need to pursue the idea with Mr Gandhi's secretariat. It
would therefore be helpful to know whether a visit by
Mr Gandhi around the times suggested in October is likely
to be convenient to the Prime Minister. If her diary
permits, there could be advantage in timing the visit
before CHOGM: Mr Gandhi would be fresher and it would be.. /!
useful to compare notes with him before the meeting./// (

As regards the proposal in my letter of 17 January
that the Prime Minister might pay a short visit to Delhi
at Easter, you reported in your letter that the Prime
Minister would wish any such invitation to be spontaneous.

The question will however arise as to whether to
inform the Indians in advance of the Prime Minister's
visit to Sri Lanka. The Indian Government are acutely
sensitive about the situation in Sri Lanka and quite
likely to misinterpret (or misrepresent) our position
if we fail to tell them. This will need careful handling.
We believe it would be best to let the Indians know of the
Prime Minister's projected tour once the four host
governments have confirmed their agreement but before
any announcement is made to the press. That would avoid
giving the Indian Government any cause to complain that we
had ignored their interests; it would also give them the
opportunity, if they chose to take it, of inviting the
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Prime Minister to call in at New Delhi on her return
from Sri Lanka.

(L V Appleyard)
Private Secretary

C D Powell Esqg
10 Downing Street
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TU IMMECIATE FCO ; Tp Ca?‘g’

TELEGAAM WUMBER U89 UF 16 JANUARY

YUUR TOLNQ 48 ¢ VISIT 28Y JuDIAN PRINE MINISTER 5
1. ALEXALDER TULDL ME TUDAY THAT ¥R GANDH! HAD NGOW REGRETFULLY
CeCI0EL THAT HE WOULL NOT HAVE TIME TO VISIT LONDGH 1N JUNE o
ACCURDING TU ALEXANDER, BE WILL YI531T OKLY PARIS AND UKNITED

STATES (1 UID ROT HAVE A CHANCE GF PRUEING HIM ABUUT WHAT MIGHT
HAPPEN BCTWEEN THUSE TwO VISITS GR WHETHER THE GapP BETWEEN THEM

HAD WUw DISAPPEARED).,

o ALECXANDER WENT Gii TO SAY THAT HR wARIRL wUULLD venY ®UCH L IKE

P PUSSILLE Tu VISIT LOnlin th THE SECURL HALF UF THE YE Ak,
ALTAAWGER'S Uwi IDEA, eHICH #E 440 wOT YET UISCUSSLU wITH MR GANLHI
cUT eXrECTELD rtm TO AGKEL wITw, <45 THAT A 2=3 UAY UFFICIAL

VISIT TC BRITAIK SHOULD IF POSS1BLE EE ARRANGED ON HIS WAY Tu

UR FROM E1THER THE 4OTH AMNIVERSARY CELEBRATIUNS UF THe Uk

I Hew YURK Of CHUGHM IN ThHE BAHAMAS. MR GANUH] WAS PLANNING TG
ATTcHD B0TH THOUSE FUKRCTIGONS.

3o | SAID THAT Tn!S SOUNDED A PRUMISING IDEA wHICH | WOULD EXPLURE
WITH LUKOOUN, | HUPED RE wlULD KEEP ME PUSTED A4S MR GAKLARL'S
" THINK IRG DEVELOPED (ALEXANDER AGREEU). | ALSG HUPLD HE WGULD

MAake CLEAR TO MR GANDH| HOW UARMLY MirS THATCHER LGUKED FORWARD

TC “ELCOMING HIM TO LONUOK, FOR PERSUNAL AS WELL AS PROFESSIUNAL
REASGNS. ALEXANDER SAID HE WOULD BE GLAD TO 00 50. AE THGUGHT MR
GARDHI WAS VERY 3EKSIBLE OF MRS THATCHER'S PERSGNAL AFFECTIUN FOUR
nir, WHICH HE WARMALY RECIPRUCATED. HE HAD PARTICULARLY APPRECIATEL
HER KINUNESS AND SYMPATHY AT ThE THME GF HIS MUTHER'S CEATH,

NE ALSU GREATLY ADMIRED MER COURAGE AKD WISDUM A5 A POLITICAL
LcAGER.

be | UID AUT OF COURSE MENT )0 THE PGSSIEILITY OF & LIGHTNI4G
VISIT bY MRS THATCHER TO LELMI K APRIL .

|
O« GRATEFUL FOR YIEWS ON PARA 2 ABGYE .
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