. COMFIDENTIAL

1205102 FeEB 85
TO IMMEDIATE DESKBY FCO
TELNO 206 OF 12 FEBRUARY 1985
INFO IMMEDIATE QDA, DT, MOD (FOR PS/HDS, PS/PUS, PS/ACDS (0) AND
RMD 3)

YOUR TELNO 161: CALL ON PRIME MINISTER GANDHI

i AY CALL UN THE PRIME MINISTER YESTcHLUAY EVERING StEmey
TU wU VERY WElLL. HIS MANNER WAS FrRIcwULY AND RELAXED THRUULGHUUT.

=8 i SPOKE AS INSTRUCTEL I YCUR rPagAS 3 AWD 4, BY THe

TiHE | HAD DONE SO 4E WERE ALRcADY TALKING AbCUT SIKh EXTRZmISTS
IN THE UK, WHO HAD BEEN MENTIONED IN ALEXANDER'S JANUARY
ASSURANCES. | THEREFORE FELT CBLIGED TGO GO ON TO COVER THE
GROUND 1 YUUR PARA 5 AS WELL. HIS REACTION SEEMEU SYMPATHETIC

AU REASSURIHG.

3. WIFT RECORDS m1S ENCCURAGIHG RESPOMSE Uw PRIME AIN{STErIAL
VISITS N APRIL AND OCTObeR.

L, ON WESTLANDS HE SEEMED QUITE UNAWARE CF ™Y APPROACH TC
GHAREAHAN A WEEK EARLIER. HE ASKED ONE OrR TwU DETAILED QUESTIURS
A CUBFIRAED wiTH 300k CvPHAUIS THAT ALCXANLER'S JARNUARY
ASSUMARCES HAD GE&w Glved Tu e wiTh ®id rULL AUTHOLITY. Tho¥
COURRECTLY HEFLECTED H1IS VIEWS. hE UID wOT KiUw wHY The weoUT!ATICNS
SHOULD EE STILL HELD uP. BUT #c WOULD ENQUIke AT GNCE, BEFURe
SETT-ING OFF 96 HIS REXT ELcCTIGN TRIP On 13 FESRUARY. BE QUITE

SAW THE HEED FOR SPEED, IF THE DEADLINE OF THE END OF THE

FINARNC TAL YEAR WAS WOT 7O 5E mIsdeu.
B HE MADE NO COMMEMNT ON SEA HARRIER.

5. ON MINISTERVAL VISITS, HE SPECIFICALLY CONFIRMED THAT THEY
WwOULD BE WELCOME i PRINCIPLE ANY TIMe THE STATE ELECTIONS

WERE OQVER. HE 3UGGESTED AT FIRST THAT THAT MZAGT ANY TIME FROM
M1D-#ARCH BUT AODDED UN REFLECTIUN THAT THtE BUDGET wlULD St
PREGCCUPYING SGME OF H15 ECUNUKIC COLLEAGUES UNTIL THE Enud COF
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fa  UN'SIKR EXTREMISTS He SEEMED SURPRISINGLY UNFUSSED: ne

WAS FULLY AWARE OF 'THE CLUSE COLLABOKATIOA NUW BUING ON

' AL AGREED THAT THIS WAS THE way TG TACKLE
THE PRGBLEM. HE ALSQ SPOKE APPRECIATIVELY OF THE GUTCOME (F

THE WMHATRE TRIAL, WHICH 1. MENTJONED |y PASSING. THE NEAREST we
CAME TO CRITICISM WAS WHEN HE SALD THAT HIS PEGPLE HAD WONDERED
WHETHER WE CGULD NOT DO MORE TO CURB THe ACTIVITIES OF CHAUHAN
AND HIS ASSOCIATES BY MORAL OF PSYCHOLOGICAL PRESSURE. ByT

HE APPEARED TO ACCERT THAT WE HAD N FACT DONE A GOOD DEAL gy
MINISTERIAL SPEECHES AND POLICE QUESTIGNING: AHD THAT 1T wUuLD
8t A MISTAKE TO EliGARK ON ANYTHING AHICH MIGHT MAKE A MARTYR .
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