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PRHME MINFSTER'S PRESS éCNFERENCE AN WASHINGTON 21 FEBRUARY:

NEW ZEALAND

1. REPLY'ING TO A QUESTHION ABOUT NON—=FULF-WLMENT BY CERTAMN ALLIMES
OF THEIR MILITARY COMMKTMENTS, THE PRIME MMNISTER SAKD SHE WAS
VERY DVMSAPPOBNTED BY THE APPROACH TAKEN BY THE NEW ZEALAND PRIME
MINFSTER WHTH REGARD TO SHIP VISHTS. HES GOVERNMENT WERE WELL AWARE
OF THE BRITLSH POSHT KON WHICH WAS THAT ALL BRITISH NAVAL VESSELS
WERE SECONDED TO NATO AMD MIGHT AT ANY MOMENT HAVE TO ASSUME _NATO
POS LT IONS. THEY MUST THEREFORE CARRY WHATEVER ARMAMENTS WERE’
APPROPRMATE TO THEIR NATO TASKS. SHE HAD NO FNTENT LON WHATSOEVER
OF REVEALING WHETHER PARTICULAR WEAPONS WERE ON A PART FCULAR
VESSEL AT ANY GIVEN TMME. THE PRIME MINISTER SAFD SHE WOULD BE
VERY DISAPPO.NTED }F ROYAL NAVAL SHIPS COULD NOT VS ET NEW ZEALAND.
THE NEW ZEALAND PEOPLE WERE VERY CLCSE TO THE PEQPLE OF GREAT
BRITAMN, AND SHE THOUGHT THAT THEY wOULD BE D:ISAPPOMNTED T0O. SHE
WAS VERY WORRHMED ABOUT TH}S PROBLEM.
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