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MY TELNO 673: NEw ZEALAND/US RELATIONS

SUMMARY |

1. LANGE'S MEETING WATH BROWN (STATE DEPARTMENT)¥A SLANGING-
WATCH. LANGE FIRM THAT THERE WOULD BE :NO CHANGE ‘PN NEW ZEALAND'S
BOL ICY ON SHIP VISITS: THAT HE WISHED TO MAINTAIN GOOD RELATFONS
WITH THE US: AND THAT NEW ZEALAND WOULD NOT CURTALL TS OWN
DEFENCE EFFORTS IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC AND SOUTH EAST ASHA,
R - et

DETA ML

2. THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE GHIVEN US AN ACCOUNT OF DEPUTY

ASS FSTANT SECRETARY BROWN'S MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER LANGE IN
LOS ANGELES ON 26 FEBRUARY, AND OF THER MEETING WITH MR TiM-
FRANC S, NEW ZEALAND DEPUTY FOREFGN MINISTER, N WASHINGTON ON 27
FEBRUARY. ] it

3. LANGE, WITH AMBASSADOR ROWLING SITTING BESDE HIM, HAD BEGUN
BY DENY NG ALL THE NEGOT AT NG HISTORY OF THE LAST 6 MONTHS. HE
SAD THAT HE PERSONALLY HAD SNCE 1982 CONSKSTENTLY OPPOSED

- ALLOWING NUCLEAR WEAPONS INTO NEW ZEALAND. US STATEMENTS DURING THE
1984 ELECT:}ON CAMPA.LGN HAD FORCED HIM TO ACCEPT THE LABOUR PARTY'S
POL:¢CY OF OPPOStNG NUCLEAR-POWERED SHIP V:#SITS AS WELL. THE
STATEMENT ON SHIP WSS M THE 1984 ;NZUS COMMUNFQUE HAD BEEN MADE
BY A MOR:¢BUND GOVERNMENT AND WAS A QUOTE ZQEEFE UNQUOTE WHICH
THE US HAD REPEATEDLY TRiED TO RESURRECT. HE DENKIED THAT
REPRESENTATRVES OF H:¢S GOVERNMENT HAD EVER :¢NDICATED THAT THEY .
MIGHT CHANGE THE IR POL:ICY: THIS HAD BEEN A FIGMENT OF AMERICAN
fMAGINATEON., THE STATE DEPARTMENT MAKNTAEN THAT SUCH INDICATHONS
HAD BEEN GIVEN BY THE FORMER NEwW ZEALAND AMBASSADOR, BY SENIOR
NEwW ZEALAND DEFENCE OFF {CHALS, AND BY LANGE HIIMSELF, TALKING
TO THE US AMBASSADOR N WELL-ENGTON.

4., LANGE TOOK THE L:¢NE THAT NEw ZEALAND WANTED TO REMAEN -IN

ANZUS BUT BELFEVED THE ALL *ANCE SHOULD RELY ON COMVENT HONAL DEFENCE.
T;E_E]SPROPORTtONATE US RESPONSE WAS PUSHING NEw ZEALAND .#N OTHER
DIRECT.LONS. ﬂﬁﬁ US WAS TRYING TO CHANGE THE CL#MATE IN NEw ZEALAND
'QGA}NST THE GOVERNMENT, AND TO PUNISH AND QUOTE DESTABLISE
!ﬁQUOTEVNEw ZEALAND (HE MADE A COMPARISON WITH NICARAGUA).

BROWN DEMIED THS, AND OUTLINED THE MEASURES REPORTED IN MY TELEGRAM
UNDER REFERENCE. LANGE SAD HE WOULD RESHST THE TEMPTATION TO

MAKE POL}THICAL CAPHITAL OUT OF US'S TREATMENT OF NEwW ZEALND,

HE PREFEPRED TO STRESS POINTS OF COMMON tMTEREST AND THE NEED FOR
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GOOD RELATLONS. BROWN TAXED HIM WITH STAT@MENTS BY KNOX, THE
LEADER OF THE NEw ZELAND FEDERATIOH OF LABOUR, IN TASHKENT OM
22 FBERUARY, IN WHICH HE SUPPORTED SOVIET PEACE INITHATHVES, AND
THE SOVIET LENE OM THE VICTORY OVER FASCISM AND THE THREAT TO THE
WORLD FROM US IMPER AL FSM. UANGE DFSSOCFATED HIMSELF FROM THIS,
AND REMINDED BROWN THAT HE HAD PROTESTED TO THE SOVIET UNION
AGAINST THE IR ATTEMPTS TO CAPLTALESE ON THE ANZUS ROWV.

5. BROWN THEN ASKED ABOUT LANGE'S ATTFTUDE TO THE SOVET THREAT M
THE PACIF1C. LANGE CONCEDED THAT THE UNITED STATES HAD PROVDED
SOME INTEREST NG ENTELL FGENCE ON THES, BUT SAID THAT T HAD NOT
BEEN OF OPERATIONAL IMPORTANCE. HE WOULD NOW HAVE MORE TAME FOR
CROSSWORD PUZZLES. HE UNDERSTOOD THE SHGNIFICANCE OF CAM RAHN BAY,
AND THE US ATTITUDE TOWARDS DETERRENCE, BUT MEW ZEALAND WAS NOT PART
OF THE AMEPR CAN COMMAND STRUCTURE, NQR_A FRONTIER STATE. HE
ASSERTED THAT US/NEW ZEALAND L INKS WERE N FACT VERY WEAK, BUT

THAT HE WAS DEDICATED TO SUPPORTING THEM. T WAS THE UNITED ™
STATES, RATHER THAN NEW ZEALAND, WHICH WAS SHIRKING }TS RESPONSIE-
\LITIES IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC. NEW ZEATAND WOULD EXPAND FTS EFFORTS
QUOTE TO MAKE UP FOR REDUCTION OF BRITISH AID UNQUOTE AND WOULD NOT
WITHDRAW FROM S INGAPORE OR MALAYSHA. THEY WOULD ALSO MANTAIN THE R
FORCE N SINAL FOR AS LONG AS THE AUSTRALANS DID.

6. N WASHMNGTON, FRANCHS HAD REPEATED LANGE'S POSHTION ON SHIP
V.tSITS BUT HAD MADE SOME EFFORT TO STRESS MUTUAL AND TRADHT HONAL
THES, AND HAD ASKED THE ADMENISTRATHON TO RESTRAWN CONGRESS.

7. THE STATE DEPARTMENT SAY THAT BOTH LANGE AND FRANCHS WERE TOLD
THAT THE US MEASURES WOULD BE REVERSIBLE WHENEVER THE NEw ZEALAND
GOVERNMENT REVERSED +TS OWN POSTON.

8. THE STATE DEPARTMENT THOUGHT THAT DESPITE THE F_IREWORKS LANGE'S
OVERALL APPROACH WOULD BE TO TRY TO LIMIT THE DAMAGE. THE US wouLD
STICK TO THE HIGH GROUND OF kTS POSHTHION ON ALL FANCE RESPONS ¥B ML FT FES
THE ADMINISTRATLON WAS NOT OF COURSE TRYING TO DESTABL WSE

LANGE'S GOVERNMENT. THEY WERE PREPARED TO DO BUSHINESS WITH HIM
HE RECANTED THOUGH THEY DD NOT EXPECT HMM TO DO SO SOON. BY

THE SUMMER, HOWEVER, WHEN THE MEASURES WOULD HAVE WORKED THROUGH AND
RELAT FONS WOULD BE MORE D¥STANT, THERE MIGHT BE A NEw IMPETUS IN

NEw ZEALAND FOR THE RESTORATION OF GOOD RELATIONS.

———
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9. STATE ARE GRATEFUL 0 THE PRIME MINISTER FOR HER FIRM PUBL ¢C
’EEEEQET, AND HOPE SHE MAY BE ABLE TO GET ACROSS TO MR LANGE ‘N
LONDON THAT THE DOOR S OPEN FOR NEW ZEALAND TO RETURN, AND

THAT T WOULD BE HELPFUL TO WESTERN SCL tDARITY :IF HE WERE TO
RECONS ¢DER HIS POSHTHON, ‘

WR FGHT

US DEFENCE RELATIONS WITH NEW ZEALAND AND AUSTRALIA
LIMITED T+ 67

DEFENCE D PS

SPD PS/LADY YOUNG

NAD PS/MR LUCE

NEWS D PS/PUS

PLANNING STAFF MR GOODALL

ECD(E) MR WESTON

TRED SIR W HARDING

PUS O MR WILSON
MR DEREK THOMAS
MR DAVID THOMAS
MR BRAITHWAITE
MR MAUD
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