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MR MACLAY, LEADER OF THE NEW ZEALAND OPPOSITION PARTY

I understand that when you were in Washington, Brian

Tallboys, one of the New Zealand representatives there,

approached you about the possibility of a meeting with

Mr MacLay when he came to London this Autumn. I also

understand that John Gummer gave qfﬁifﬂygndertaking to
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them that you would be able to do this.

When an approach came direct from the Foreign Office to
Number Ten, the request was declined because we did not
know about this earlier undertaking, and because of
diary difficulties. Mr MacLay is only in London from
19th-23rd September; you will be in the Middle East
from 16th-21st September and back in the office on the
23rd

I spoke to Jim Spicer about this matter, who told me
about John Gummer's promise. He feels very strongly that

because there has been a slight misunderstanding our end,

—

it would be helpful to good relations if you were to
agree to see Mr MacLay if at all possible. Although
Monday, 23rd is your first "working" day after you get
back from Egypt, Caroline does have a slot at 10.45 a.m.

Would you agree to see Mr MacLay then? \(LA
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