rpﬁw-{_ (‘L\m 2:‘-1\.;

S Foreign and Commonwealth Office

R B mnrJUL
A, ﬁh_mei ér\j'lu.-"'-..
"hJ\-u ol dn A 10 January 1886
Do Cutes, Wiy (¢ by dis R g )
C DV vy

Australian Bicentenary 1988 : HMG GIft

London SWILA IAH

As you know from my letter of 20" May, it was
agreed that the sum of €1 milliop should be made avail-
able from the FCO's proVisions as the British Government's
contribution to the Ausiralian Bicentenary. The news
was conveyed %0 the Australians 1o the Prime Minister's
letter of 30/May to the Austiralian Prime Minister, which
Mr Hawke acknowledged on 25 September.

FCO Ministers agreed that the major part of this
sum should be set aside to provide Britain's official
rift to Australia for the Bicentenary.

We have examined a number of proposals for an
appropriate gift. We have concluded, on the basis of
recommendations by the Britain-Austral ia Bicentennial
Committes and In econsultalion with cur High Commissioner
in Australia, that the gift should be a purpose-built
Sail Trainjng Ship of modern nﬂ;gnned design, which
“rould also serve ns Britain's entry in the Tall Bhips
event with which fhe Xustrallans propose to open their
Bicentenary ceremonies.

I ghould be grateful if you would now =zeek the
Prime Minister's approval for thi=s choice of gift so
that a formal announcement can be made. The idea was
discussed informally with Mr Hawke in Canberra during
the visilt of 5ir Peter Gadsden, Chairsman of the Britain-—
Australia Bicentennial EummthEe, and Mr Hawhu wleamwd
the idea. e
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It iz proposed that the wvessel should sail from
Portsmouth in the summer of 1987, with a combined British
and Australian erew of young poople sponsored by interested
commiinities in each country.

We have heard that the First Fleet Re-enactment
Company may be proposing that the shdp, if agreed as
HMG's gift, should join their fleet leaving Portsmouth
in May 1887. We are looking at this idea about which we
have, at first sight, some reservations. But it does not
affect the central recommendaticn, We shall prepare
suitable briefing on this point if, as seems likely, the
Prime Minister visits 5t Catherine's Dock on 26 January.

/The choice




The choice of a Sall Training Ship has a
number of points in its favour. Being mobile it
would avoid the difficulty of a fixed gift located
in one particular State. Tt should demonstrate good
British craftsmanship, and modern technology in the
equipment it carries, and would provide much needed
employment for British shipbuilders. It would benefit
young people, and at the end of its training life
it could be put as a permanent exhibit in the Syvdney
Maritime Museum. It is envimaped that the cost of
the basic vessel would be met from official funds
made avallable from FCO (DW) Vote; British firme
would be invited to contribute additional eguipment,
and the Britain-Australia Bicentennial Committes will
be responsible for ralsing any additional funding that
might be needed.

As you may Eoow, aub]ect to the spproval of
both Houses, Parliament propose to present a Viee
REgal Chair to the ney Australian ParLiuanr huilding
in 1988, so there will already be a British gift in
the [.'-E.[.IiLLL]. city.

I enclose a draft letter from the Prime
Minister to Mr Haswke anpouncing the gift of a Sail
Training Ship. OCnce the Prime Minister has approved
the text we propose to telegraph it to our High
Commission in Canberra with the signed copy to follow.
We propose that an insplired question in Parliament
should closely follow the announcement to the Australians.
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