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Foreign and Commonwealth Office
London SWlA 2ZAH
6 Februoary 1986
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Courtesy Call on the Prime Minister by the

Australian High Commissioner on Friday 7 Jenuary 1686

As regquested in your letter of 3 February,; 1 attach a
brief on the current issues in Anglo-Australian relations
for the 15-minute courtesy call to be paid on the
Prime Minister by the Australian High Commissioner. I also
attach 8 Personality Mote on Mr Paannh‘

Mr Parsons is returning home for mid-term {::rn._-.ultntll_'rn.“
His last official contact with the Prime Winister was when
he accompanied Mr Hayden in May 1984. GShe may wish to be
aware that Mr Paiﬁﬁﬁﬁ_ﬂﬁTTETFH_Tﬁﬁu wlnnr injuries during

thea humh.‘t il
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P M Culsiaw
Private Secreiary

C D Powell Esg
PS/10 Downing Street
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COURTESY CALL, ON THE PRIME MINISTER BY THE AUSTRALIAN HIGH
COMMISSIONER, FRIDAY 7 FESBRUARY 1986

POIMTSE TO MABEE

Mr Parson's Role

1 Greatly appreciate closeness of contact beatween two
Governments, facilitated by vou.

Australian Roval Commission into British Nuclear Tests

o Grateful close co-operation with Senator Evane and officlals.

‘-_""* .
Pleased recent discugssions o cordial and constraoctivea.

Fa Trust UK experts in Technical Assessment Group will make

positive contribution and issue can be resolved satisfactorily.

4. Remain convinced Britain has no legal or moral cbligation

e —

for:further clean—-up of test sitas. ——

— —
s —

ué;faqgl Constitutional Links

=

5 Passage of Rustralia Bill completed in House of Lords on
28 Jamiary. It went wvery well with unanimous support. Clear

evidence of affection in which Australlia held.

I ——

B. Second Reading in House of Commons was on 3 February.

Femaining parliamentary stages axpected to be cnmp1etea [}y

10 Pebruary.
-l-"'".'___

Fs Have very much in mind your Government's wish to bring

legislation into force while The Queen in Australia next month.

Australian Bicentenary

8. You will bhe aware I informed Mr Hawke that pur gift will

be saill-training vessel. Understand warmly welcomead.
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9. [If raised] BRegret not possible o meat yvour Government's

requast for copy of Australian Commonwealth Constitution Act.

T e ; = ; *
Understand why this important to Australia. Have gone into this

in great detail. Essential that complete sets of natlonally

important documents not dispersed.

British Invﬂstmenghin Australia

10 Australia major recipient of British investmant, helpful
to both countries. Therefore welcome recent liberalisation

of foreign investment rules; hope more can be done. Australian
companies showing greatar interest in UK market, encouraged by

our liberal regime.

South Facific Department ;, FCO

February 19EL
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COURTESY CALL ON THE FRIME MINISTER BY THE AUSTRALIAN HIGH

COMMISSIONER, FRIDAY 7 FEBRUARY 1986

ESSENTIAL FACTS

Mr Parson's Role

1. Mr Parsons has been in London since December 1983. A
career diplomat; he has maintained very close relations with
British Governmant, despite occaslional differences over a9

South Africa.

ABustralian Royal Commission into British Nuclear Tests

2. Royal Commissicn's report tabled before Australian
Parliament on 5 Decamber. Following preliminary talks by
officials in Canbkberra (9-10 January); Senator Evans, responsible
Australian Minister, called on Foreign Secretary and Lady Young

on 21 Janaary, and Mr Lamont on £4 January.

3 Talks focussed on Roval Commission's recommendations which
call for former test sites to be cleaned up to permit unrastricted
habitation; for establishment of Marallinga Commissicon with UE
participation; and for UK to pay full cost of clean=-up.

4. Agreed with Senator Evans that contentious guestion of who

should pay for clean-up had to be left until such time as all

options had been investigated and costed. Preliminary work will

be carried out by Technical Assessment Group of 2 Australian,
1 American and 2 UK scientists.

De Also agreed that Australian Government establish Consultative
Group, rather than Maralinga Commission which Royal Commission
recommended. This group would consider possible future uses of
former test sites, and would include representatives of
Australian, Western Australian and South Australlan Governments,
together with Aboriginal interests and representatives from our

High Commission.
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B. Britain's position on responsibility for clean—up is to
adhere to agreement signed by hoth Governments in 19738, which

released UK from any further responsibility for clean-up.

Residual Constituticnal Links
1 Following passage of agreed legislation by all hustralian

State legislatures and Commonwealth Parliament to sever rasidual
constitutional links between United Kingdom and Australian
States, Australian Government formally regquested enactment of
complementary legislation at Westminster.

8. Australia Bill completed all parliamentary stages in House
of Lords on 28 January. The Second Reading Debate in House of
Commons took place om 3 February. BRemaining stages in Commons
are scheduled for 10 PFebruary. Following Royal Assant
Commencement Order, announcing entry intc force on 3 March, will
be made.

9 Tight timetable because Australians are understandably
eager that Her Majesty proclaim coming into force of Australia
Act during Her visit to Australia from 2-13 March. Wa have

axpressed, witheout commitment, willingness to meet this timetable.

Australian Bicentenary

10. HMG's commitment of £1 million to Bicentenary announced in
May 1985. HNo other country is known to have announced
financial contributlion.

i1, EB50,000 sat aside for Britain's official gift, specially
commigsioned sail-training ship. Vessel wlll combine British
craftemanship and modern technology in eguipment it carriea.
Will benefit yvoung pecple. Ship will take part in Hobart to
Evdney race and subseguent Tall Ships Parade 1in Sydney Harbour

before being handed over.

125 In connection with Bicentenary, Australian Prime Ministar

requested one of two original coples of Australian Commonwealth
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Constitution Act. Prime Minister informed Mr Hawke on

3 January for second time that request had had to be refused.

Brltish EnUEEtMEHEA%Edﬁuﬁt:ﬂliﬂ

S

i R Current UK investment accounts for 25% of total foreignm
investment in Australia. UK is second largest lonvesktor in
australia (behind 05) with some 1,200 British companies

agtabliched there.

4. Australian investment policy restrictive. Insistence
on -Augtralian industrial involvement major disincentive.

Past two vears have seen some easing with 16 foreign banks
(including 4 British or British-owned) granted licences Lo

operate in Australia.

; LA Rustralian Covernment is moving gradually to sase 1lts
investment controls. While latest package of liberalieation
announced October 1985 welcome could go further. Thresholds
below which foreign investment policy rulag do not apply have
bean ralsed considerably. Potential inwvestors no longer have
to demonstrate that no Australlan concern is interested or
can compete. Foreign Takeovers Act being amended to ralse

thrashalds for offshore takeovers.

South Paclfic Department

[
Foreign and Commonwealth Office

February 1986
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PARSONS, HE ME ALF(RED ROY)

Australian High Commissioner to the Court of S5t James
since December 1983,

Born Hobart 24 May 1925, B Comm, University of Tasmania.

h career diplomat who has served in a variety of posts,
more recently as High Commissioner in Singapore 1967-70 and
High Commissioner in Kuala Lumpur 1%73-76. First Assistant
Secretary (AUS eguivalent) South-East Asia and Papua New
Gouinea Division, Department of Foreign Affairs, 1976-78;
Deputy Secretary May 1978-December 1983.

Alf Parsons is a thoroughly professional diplomat, whose
rather diffident manner is deceptive. His appointment caused
gome surprise, and is thought to have been due to the good
impression he made on Mr Hayden during the latter's early
ovarseas tOULS.

Married 1958 Gillian Pigot, a British lady (they met
whila serving at their respective Embassies in Rangoon in the
fifties) who 1s shy but charming. 2 sons, 1 daughter.

Likes golf and reading.
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Commission rang me to see if the

Minister would agree to meet the

Commissioner before he returns to

o b TR R : 1
Rustralia for "mid-term consultations’
on 17 Pebruary.

=

He rang me because I dealt with him on
the First Fleet Re-enactment invitation.
But this is one for you.

Mark Addison

30 January 1986
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