10 DOWNING STREET

From the Privaie Secrefary T March 1986

I enclose a copy and meszage to the Prime
Minister frocm the President of El1 Salvador.
I should be grateful for a translation and

draft reply in due course.

iCharles Powell)

Robert Culshaw, Esg.,
Forelgn and Commonwealth Office.
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NEAR PRIME MTNISTEER,

I have the hopour to write to Your Excellency in cennection with
the Forty Second Eession of the United Mations Commission on Human
Rights to be held 1n ‘Geneva, Swiltzerland from 3 February 14 March
1986 where there ia to bhe furtheor examination of "the situation in
El Salvadeor regarding Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms" based
on the fioal report to be presented by the Special Representative

for El Salvador, Professor Jozsé Antonio Pastor Ridrueijo.

Ag Your Excellency knows, there haa been progress on the subject of
iuman rights in E1 Salvador since I beéecame President of the Repuhlic
as a result of my Goveroment's effdrts and commlitments te achieve a
gtrengthening <f the demccratic procegs by theé introduction of
compEéhensive measures deslgned ko snsure full recognition of apd to
promote the civil, political, econemic, 'social and cultural rights of

the Balvadorsan people.

Nevertheless, these commitments, efforts and mgasures, sincerely and
meticulously adopted by my Government with a view to furthering

the protection and promotion of Human Rights in my country, continue
EC be called In guestion in the United Hations due to the politico-
ideoclogical interests of certainm govermnments which are unwilling to
recognlise the tanglble progress made in this field and are morsover
adopting subjective stances which have led to biazed and partial
Regolutlons which d¢ nothing to strengthen tha democratisacion

precess 1o El Salwador.

Proof cof this ia the fact That degpite the evidence inthe lateet

reports submitted to the Geperal Assembly by the Special Bepresentative
that the poli¢y of the Salvadorean Government is to reapect human
righte, the relative resolutions do not reflect this fact, rathar,

they detract from the merita of our efforts and belie the firm decision
and readiness of my Government to give full implementation to those

rights.

Likewlge, I should point oudt to Your Excellency that the case of

El Falvador is being coensidersd according to tearn 1 Forefarence which
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the Government of E1 Salwador has not recognised for reasopns of
due to the legitmacy of my Goverament based on
of the people freely exproassed in democratic and
regalar elections, a Fact which makesz the salsctiva and digcrimin-
atory treatment given to the El Salvador case in that forom incom-

patible with the demeocracy upheld by the Salwaderean Government.

Howaver, faithful to its democratic principlese and internaticnal
pledges and taking into account the process of pacification and human-
ization in which we are engaged, the Government of El Salvador has
malntained and will gcontinue to maintalnm a policy of acktive
cooperation with the UN Commission on Human Rights and with all
activities leading to lasting and universal application of human
rights as laid down in our Magna Carta and in the idterpational

legal instruments on the subject.

In ¥iew of the above and having regard to the relations of friendship
and coopsration between our democratic Governments, T would like
te ask Your Excellency to give us the understan and suppert of yourx

lllustrious Government s¢ that the case of Salvador may nct continue

to be treated in a special, selective and discriminatory way, according

to terms of reference which my Government, being legitimately

and dempcratically elected, neither recognises nor deserves.

In the firm belief that we can count on the approval and backing of

your Lllustrious Government, I take thisg opportunitv to renew. to

¥Your Excellency the expresslon of my highest consideraticn.

José MNapoleon Duarte

Pregident of the Republic
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San Salvador. 11 de febrero de 139HE
EERORA PRIMER MINISTRO:

T&:‘:gu el ||u::u|' die dig i,qum-et il
Vuestra Excelencia; en ocasidn el e referirme al
Cuadragksimo Segunde Perlode de Sesiones de la
Comisidn de Derechoa Humaneca de les MNaciones
Unidas, gue se celebrard en Cimebra, Suizm, de |
d de febrero al 14 de marzo del presente afio, en
la que pnuevamente se examinarid "la situacidn de
las Derechos Humanos ¥ las Libertades Fundamenta
les & El Salvader”", con baaes epn =] informe dl‘:fi
nitive qum presentarh e] Hepresentante Bapecial
para El1 Salwador, Profesor José Antonio Pastor
Ridrue jo.

Sobre el particular ¥ como es
del copocimienlo de Yuestra Excelencia, la esitua
cidn de los Derechos Humenocs en El Sslvador ha
evolucionado poeitivamente desde aque asuml la
Praesidencia de la Repablica, como resultado de
los esafuerzos §¥ compromisos de mil Gobierno para
lograr sl Tortalecimiento del proceso democréat]
Co, mediante la aplicacidn de medidas integrales
conducentes a obtensr una plena vigencis ¥y promo
cidn de los derechos civiles, polliicos, econdmi
cog, sociales i cultaorales de | pueh lo
galvadoreio.

Sim embargo, estos compromi
g0, esfTuerzgos v medidas que mi Gobierne ha adop
tado sincers ¥ escrupulesaments para ampliar ls
proteccidn v promocidn de los Derechos Humanos
=1 i i !'.l-i:.l.i!i. contindan siends cuestionados en el
Ambito de las Naciones |'r|'|riﬁ|.*:, desh i do il Intere
gEe8 politico—ideoldgicos de clertes gobiernos
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que no guieren reconocer los BVARCES tangibles
2h ] egta materia vy, mée bhien, adoptan posiciones
subjetivas que han dado origen =a Hesoluciones
tendenclosas vy parciales gue n#no coadyuvan al
fortalecimiento dal proceso de democratizacidn
en El Salvador.

Prueba de: elle, e3 gque no
cbstante de que en los dltimos ioformes presep
tados ante la Asamblea General por el ﬂ{epr‘ﬁﬁnu{.uu
te Especial, s¢ deja constancia de la pollitica
del Gobierne de El Balvador hascia el respeto de
Lon Derechoa Humanos, las resoluciones al respedc

to no reflejan tal concepcidn ¥, por el contra
rio, le restan méritos a nuestros esfTuerzos, c
incluseo despaturalizan le firme declsidn v acti
tud de mi Gobierpo por lograr ls plena vigencia
de estos derechos.

Asimlsmoe, cabe mencionar a
VYuestra Excelencin gqgue 8l ceso de El Salvador
egata slendo considerado 8 través dit un mandato
que el Gobierne de El Salvedor no ha reconocido
por razones de princlipio, debido A - legitimi
dad que caracteriza a mi Gobierno, la cual se
Ffundamenta e#n la voluntad popular expresada en
elecclones libres ¥ peribddicas, lo gue hesce qgue
2l trateamiento selectivo vy discriminetorio del
caso de El Salvader en tal foro, sesa incompati
ble con la condicibdn democréticea gue sustenta el
Gobierno salvadoreno.

No obstante, el Gobierne de
El Balvador fiel a sus pripcipios democriticos ¥
8 8Uus compromigos internacionales, v teniendo eq
cuenta el proceso de pacificacidn y humenizacidn
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#n gque sstamos empenados, ha mantenids v manten-
drd una politica de cooperacidn active con la Co

misidn de Derechos Humenos de las Nacionea Unidas
¥ Ccon todas les actividades: candoucentes a la wvi

Eenclia parmanente ¥ universal de los derechos huy
mENOs, pPrescrifos £n oueslra Carte Magna v en los
instrumentos jurldicos internacionsles sobre 1
materlis,

For la anteriormente ENpueg
to, ¥ en consideracidén & las relaciones de amis
ted v colabéracidn existentes enlre nuestros Go
bierncs deomocrdticos, tengo a4 bien seolicitar a
Vueslra Excelencia nos corresponda Con la
valiosa comprensibn ¥ ApOY o de 81U ITlustradao
Gobierno ¢ a efecto de gque al cesso de El
Salwvador no continbe otorglndosele el carbcter
eapecial, selective ¥ discriminatorio de un
mandato, que mi Gobiernmo, por su misma esencia
legitima ¥ democrética, no puede recooocer ni
mersce.

Con la Tirme seguridad de qgus
conlarcmos Con - anuencia v aolidaridad de suo
Ilustrade Gobierno, aproveche la opartunidad
para EXpPresar a Excalencia, Ias
seguridades i & mi 3 ] distinguida
congideracibn.

DITARTE
LA REPUBLICA.

EXCELENTISIMA S5ERQ

DORA MARGARET THATCHER, M.P.
PRIMER MINISTRO,

LONDRES, GRAN BRETARA.




