CONFIDENTIAL
Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

20 March 14986

b (LS,

El Salvador

Thank you for your letter of 7 Warch in which you
gnclesed m copy of 2 letter to the ‘Prime Minister from
the President of K1 Salvador. I encleose a translation of
the letter and g dralft reply from the Prime Minister.

President Duarte asked for our support at the
43nd pession of the N Commission on Human Hights at
Geneva, 3-14 March 1886. A resclution on El1 Salvador
was approved on 12 March by 38 wvotezs in favour (including
the UK and US) to nil, with 4 abstentions {(Syris,
China, Jordan and Camerocn). The Salvadoran Government
will be dizappointed that' it did not bring to an end
arranpements for UN monitoring of the human rights
situation, but we and the U8 Government beoth considered
that the resclution was couched in terms which merited
our support. It ig also significant: that the new
Salvadoran Ambassador recently told the Forelgn Secretary
that reasonable and balanced external eriticlsm
strengthened his Government's efforts to curb abuses.
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=enmak you for your leatter of 11 February 1986 about the
42nd session of the United Natione Compission on Human
Rights at Geneva. &s you know we wapmly support your

efforts to improve the human rights situation in
i

hr
El Salvador,and have publiely paLﬁftrihuze to your

e,

suceess in achieving a draMatiiIimpravement since you

¥ =47,
took affice, ' ~verymorh ho Ehat you will conrimoe—to
achieve—sysedss—inm-thesewffprts
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As you will pﬁ:}ifnw, we goted in favour of the

e L olaeiny un cof ey
resolutiony togetirer with the United States and the

majority of members of/the Human Rights Commission.
/

we should have %ggﬁegied it to have taken fuller account
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. made tht® clear in our ™
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explanation of vote.~—— e
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