10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA WA, f.f_f L

6 November 1987

B e R

I am very pleased to accept your kind invitation to
vigit Apstralia during 19BB; which we discussed during CHOGM.
It will be a great pleasure to take part in the celebration
of your Bicentenary, when there will be so many reminders of
the shared origins, experiences and aspirations of the
Australian and British peocples.

I still need to consider the timing of my wvisikt, but I
hope it will be possible to follow your suggestion that I

should make 1t doring British week at Expo BB at the
beginning of August.

J. L. Hawke, A.C., M.P.
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Foreign ond Commonwealth Office

London S5WI1A 2ZAH

5 November 1987

;Efiyatinn to Prime Minister to wisit Australia

Fa

Your letter of | Du;ﬁﬁér enclosed Mr Hawke's messgsage
inviting the Prime Minister to visit Australia in 1988 and
the Prime Minister told Mr Hawke at CHOGN [yvour letter of
12 Oetoher) that zhe would try to do this.

The Foreigno Secretary believes that the case for the
Frime Minister to visit Australia remains as set out in my
letter to you of 20 January. His view, following his own
vigit to Australia in April, was that we had tended to take
the Auastralians too much for granted in recent years and
that we should now seek to intensify the relationship at
all levels. Official contacts during the year have already
been congiderably stepped up, and Lord Glenarthur met some
key Ministers during his visit to Australia last week.

Mr Hawke's invitation to the Prime Minister provides the
beat possible basis for a visit during Australia's
Bicentenary Year, which would promcote our interests in
Australia and leave no room for any reasonable doubt that
we take Australia seriously. This would be particularly
80 if the Frime Minister*s visit could coincide with the
planned British week from 2 to 7 ARugust at the Expo 88 at
Brisbane.

The Forelgn Secretary hopes therefore that the

Prime Minlster will in due course 2end a formal reply to
Mr Hawke's invitation, on the lines of the attached reply.

Sﬁ"‘wh‘u@’
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(R N Culshaw)
Private Secratary

=

C D Powell Ezg
10 Powning Street
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I am very pleaszed tosaccept yvour kind invitation
to wisit Australia duri 1988, which we discussed
during CHOGM. It wil} be a great pleasure to take
part in the celebrat_fan af your Bicentenary, when
there will be S50 rna.{:uj-' reminders of the shared origins,
experiences and agpirations of the Australian and

British peoples.

 gtill peed to consider the timing of my wvisit,
but I hope it will be possible to follow your
suggestion that I should make it during British week

at Expo B8 at the beginning of August.







