CONFIDENTIAL

10 DOWNING STREET
LONDON SWIA 2AA

Fram the Privaie Secretary 26 April 1988

AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTION ACT

I enclose a copy of Mr. Coles' telegram No. 279% from Canberra
about the Australian request for a permanent loan of one of
the two originals of the Australian Constitution Act. The
Frime Minister has considerable sympathy with the case, argued
by Mr. Coles. I believe that you are pursuing the issue further
with the departments concerned. The Prime Minister will wish

to see a considered recommendation.

I am copying this letter and enclosure to Paul Stockton
(Lord Chanceller's Cffice).

CHARLES PCWELL

A. €. Galsworthy, Esg.. C.M.G.,
Foreign and Commonweatlh Office.
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INFO IMMEL)ATE CABINET OFFICE

CABYNET OFF(CE-PLEASE PASS TO NO

\ENT « 10 DOWNING STREET (FDR MR CHARLES
POWELL)

YOUR TELNO 202 : AUSTRAL VAN CONSTITUTION AC

= ”ﬁ:f TUR ARRIVED WHEN | WAS AWAY |N QUEENSLAND, APOLOGIES FOR
E-n";'._ntl-'l'l 1 n PL""

=« M MY OPINION THE QUESTION OF LENDING PERMANENTLY TO
AUSTRAL A ONE OF THE TWO ORIGINALS OF THE CONSTITUTION ACT SHOULD
INCEED BE RE-cXAMINEE,

Je THIS 15 NOT YET A LARGE ISEUE HERE BUT IT COULD BECOME S0 BEFORE
OgR DURING THE PRIME MINISTER'S YISIT IN .JLII"I":'-'!. GIVEN THE COMPLEX
AUSTRAL AR ATTITU ulf TOWARDS THE RELATIONSH WITH BRITAIN IT I8 JUsT
THE SORT OF 153UE WHICH COULD AROUSE ,TDﬁhF FEELINGS.: THE

AUSTRALIAN PRIME ”IHIETLH HASR FAI5T} THE MATTER WITH MRS THATCHER
FOUR TIMES (THREE TIMES IN WRITING) AND ON THE LAST OCCASION. (N
JULYTTB6, EXPRESSED H1S INTENTION OF RAISING IT AGAIN, AT MY
QPENING CALL ON MR HAWKE ON 24 MARCH ONE OF HIS ADVISERS

BROUGHT THE {SSUE UP (MY TELNO 202), SINCE MY ARRIVAL HERE THERE
AAYE SEEN ELF_ILITEE N THE MEDIA BUT AS. YET THERE HAS NOT BEER

i MAJOR MEDIA CAMPAIGN.

e AR BUSTRAL AN BICENTEMNIAL CELEBRAT IONS PROGRESS. EVENTE SUCH AS
THE OPENING OF THE NEW PARL VAMENT BUILDING BY HM THE QUEEN ON
9 MAY WILL FOCUS AUSTRALIAN ATTENTION EVEN MORE ON THIS COUNTRY'S
HISTORICAL ORI1GINS. ONE CLEAR EFFECT OF THE BICENTENARY HAS BEEN TO
STRENGTHEN THE AUSTRAL |ANM SENSE OF MATIONHOOD. AT YESTERDAY'S
ANLAL URY LOMMEMORATION THE CHIEF @F THE ,Awh1 STAFF TOLD ME THAT
1F ATTRIBUTED THE GREATLY |NCREASED ATTENDANCE AT THIS EVENT TO

OTE A HEW funuh OF AUSTRALLAN NATIOMALISM UNQUOTE. IT IS5 THIS
-hm|hﬁ WHICH MAKES THE CURRENT I5SUE P'T:tlthLv SENSITIVE . AS
HAWKE SAD th HYS LETTER 'OF 25 fEPT:!L‘L 1985 TO THE PRIME MINISTER
AUOTE THE AUSTRAL |AN COMNSTITUTION HAS CREAT SIGMIFICANCE FOR THE
PEOPLE OF THIS COUNTRY o IT ﬂL%HE OUR.-BIRTH &5 A
MATION UNQUOTE. TN A COUNTRY WHERE MODERN HISTORY 15 S0 BR1EF,
CONSTITUT rONAL DOCUMENTS ARE OF FAR GREATER EMOTIONAL 'IFWIFIGEMCE
THAN THEY MAIGHT BE IN OLDER COUNTRIES. YET EVEN WE MIGHT FEEL
PRETTY STROKGLY IF WE H'“ MO ORIGINAL OF MAGNA CARTA [1rr|ﬂ‘“'nLL?
THE LINCOLY CATHEDRAL OR|GTNAL j? MAGNA CARTA WILL BE ON DASPLAY
AT EXPO B8, WHICH THE F*I iE MINISTER 1S DUE TO VAS5)1T, AND COULD
REVIVE THE ARGUMENT ABOUT THE CONSTITUTION ACT).

- S S THAT: 17
2 ThHe COMPREHEMNSIVENESS 0OF DUR hﬁPFiUEb WHICH MAKES- THEM 50

VAL A BLE TO RESEARCHERS. BUT I1NSOFAR AS RESEARCHKE CANNOT MANAGE
PERFECTLY WELL WITH PHOTOCOPIES, |3 ONE ORIGINAL NOT ENOUGH

FOR THE IR PURPOSES? OUTSIDE PARTIES MUST FIND 1T VERY HARD TO SEE
WHY WE SHOULD KEEP TWO ORIGINALS. | SEE THE DIFFICULTY ABOUT
SETTING A PRECEDENT BUT AUSTRALIA 1S A VERY SPECIAL CASE AND COULD
BE JUSTIFIED A5 SUCH. LAﬁIHET THE F#EHEEDdﬁJ OF QOUR SHARED HISTORY,
eSPECIALLY CUR COMMON SACRIFICE IN WARTIME, AND THE EXTRA=

OROINARY STRENGTH OF *EihﬂjaL AL FAHLLT Tlt“ {8 MILLION BEGPLE

A MAIN ARGUMENT WE HAVE USED WITH THE AUSTRAL!AN
KES
RS

N BRITAIN ARE SAID TO HAVE RELATIVES IN AUSTRALIA), AND THE SPEC|AL

|.i

CIRCU! ’ST-!-'-J -ES OF THE BICENTENARY, A& CONTINUED DECISION NOT

TO MAKE AVALIABLE AN ORIGIMAL PERMANENTLY WILL, | BELIEVE, EBE
REGARDEL h UNGENERDOUS AND INSENSITIVE, | DOUBT WHETHER 1T COULD
BE SUSTATWED WHEN THE NEXT AUSTRALIAN CELEBRATIONS OCCUR - THE
CENTENARY IN 2001 GF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FEDERATION (ESTABLISHED
gY THe DOCUMENT |IN QUESTION). IT WOULD BE A PITY IF THE 1SSUE
GONTINUED TC RANKLE TILL THEN.,

« | THEREFORE RECOMMEMND THAT WE MAKE A SPEC AL

EXCEPTION FOR AUSTRALIA AND AGREE TO A PERMANENT LDAN, IF MINISTERS
SHOULD 50 DeEGiDE -1 DO NOQT - THINE SUCH A& DECISION SHOULD BE
CONVEYED TO THE HEAD OF THE AUSTRALIAN DELEGATION WHICH RECENTLY
RAISED THE |S5UE:- AT NO. 10 BUOT RATHER THAT IT SHOULD BE CONVEYED
“I*tFTI? TO MR RAWKE. OGN BALANCE 1| WOULD FAVOUR THYS BEING DOME
AS S00N AS POSSAVELE, RATHER THAN DELAYING 1T UNTIL THE PRIME
MINASTER'S YI1S51T WHEN 7 WOULD ‘BE MORE LIKELY TO APPEAR TO BE A
ﬁEEUL? OF PRESSURE.

COLES



