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10 DOWNING STREET

LONDON SWIA JAA

From the Privafe Secretars

20 July 1988

AUSTRALIA CONSTITUOTION ACT

It was agreed at OD yesterday to glve further thought to
ways in which the wish of the Australians (and some other
Commonwealth countriss)} to have original copies of their
Constitution Acts could be partly assuaged, given we could not
meat it in full. One possibility, to which the Prime Minister
would like further consideration to be given, is the concept
of one of the originals baing "held™ by Australia (and other
Commonwealth Governmants) or "lodged™ with them. This would
mean that the copy would remain part of the PRO's records bat

lodged outside its premises. This does of course already
happen with some other categories of document such as the
papers of Prime Ministers. Couold this please be added to the
varipus ideas which are to be examined.

I am copying this letter to Stephen Wall (Foreign and
Ccommonwealth 0OFfice), Alison Smith (Lord President's Office),
Nick Gibbons (Lord Privy Seal's Office), Brian Hawtin
(Ministry of Defence), Michael Saunders (Law Officers Office)
and Trevor Woolley (Cabinet Office).

(C. D. POWELL)

Paul Stockton, Esq..
Lord Chancellor's Department.
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