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AUSTEALIA

Following her visit to Australia the Prime Minister has
commented that she thinks Australia deserves greater priority
in our: forelign policy. Ghe was impressed by the extent of our
commercial doterests in Australia and by the potential for
cregting a closer and more productive political relationship.

In order to give & higher prefile fto the relationship,
and to set & target for strengthening tles, the Prime Minister
Invited the Prime Mipnister of Australis to visit Britain at & time
to be arranged in 1889 and to bring with him two or three key
Ministers for falks with their opposite numbers. Mr. Hawke
accepted the lnvitation The Prime Minister hopes that sgreement
gan now be reached on dates and on which Ministers should be
involved. In addition to political talks, she hopes that the
possibility of an Angleo-Australian Trade Conference, to be
convened in London at the time of the visit, can be examined.
che wants the visit to be something out of the ardinarv.

The Prime Minister is glad that the Secretary of State for
Trade and Indusiry and the EFecretary of State for Defence are to
vigsit Australia, in September and March respectively. She hopes
that both visits will underline the new priority accorded to
Australia in our thinking and will lead to an increased interest
by British lpdustry in the Australian market for both civil and
defence exports. she also hopes that Mr, Younger's wislit will
give Ifresh emphasis to the more gepneral defence relationship.

It 1z useful that visits are planned 4in the next few months
by the Zpeaker, the Lord Chancellor, the Attornsv-itrenaral
Mrs, Lynda Chalker and Mr. Robert Jackson. Thesse plans will also
demonstrate that Australia is receiwving full atfention in London
and will create opportunities: for advancing British inierests.

The Prime Minister alsa wigshes Yinisters concerned to engure
that staff in thelr Departments are given clear directions ftTo take
gdvantage of the momentum ereated by her visit, and iogeed tThat
gsufficient stafif are available to do this., This applies in
particular to DTI. The Prime Minister wants to be zure that
adequate staff are available there to follow un export opportunities.
She thinks it short=sighted 6f the DTI to have declined to
contribute to the British Pavilion at EXPO BE.
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The Prime Minister would like an interim report of action
beling taken to follow up her wisit by 1 December.

I am copying this letter to Brian Hawtin (Ministry of Defence),
Neil Thornton (Department of Trade and Industry), Paul Stockton
(Lord Chancellor's Department), Michael Saunders (Attornev-General's
Office) and Peter Wardle (Mr. Robert Jackson's affice, Department
of Education and Science).
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(CHARLES POWELL)

H. M. Peirce, Esnq.
Foreign and Commonwealth Office.
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Following her visit to Australia the Prime Minister
hos commented that she thinks Australla deserves areater
oriority in our foreion pollcy~a-siew-wiich-she-Knows-the
Forgign secretary—shores. She was Impressed by Hgggrtent
of our eurrert commerclal Interests in Austrﬂijﬂ andj_the
potential for creating a closer and more productive political
relationship, /

In order to give ¢ higher profile gﬁ'the relationshipy
and to set o torget for strengthening tI%s;thE Prime
Minister invited the Prime Minlster uf’ﬂustrcliu to visit
Eritain ot a time to be arranged 1n;{939 ond to bring with
fiim two or three key Ministers fﬂp;tulks wlith their opposite
numbers, Mr Haowke occepted thE:Ihuitutlﬂn. The Prime
Minister hopes thot agreement gan now De reached on dates
and on which Ministers shguld pe ipvolved. In oddition to
political talks, she hDDES'EHgéiigfﬁﬁghn Anglo-Australian

Trade Conference, to be cuhvened in London underenmmerehet

SPOVEGTSAIE Ot the Time Of the visit, con be examined,

The Prime Minister is glad tenmete that the Secretary
of State for Trade and Industry and the Secretary of State
for Defence are to yisit Australia, in September and March
respectively. Shqfhﬂnes that both visits will underline
the new priority occorded to Australia in our thinking and
will lead to an/incrensed interest by British industry in
the Australlary market for both civil ond defence exparts.
she also hnpﬂé thot Mr Younger’s visit will give fresh
emphasis to, ':tlré”ae ence relationshin,

It 15 I#GG~UEEfU1 that visits are jlnnned in the next
few months by the Speaker., the Lord Chuq&ilmr, the Attorney-
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General, Mrs Lynda Cholker and Mr Robert Jackson. These
plans will also demonstrate that Australic is recéiving
full attention in London and will creote opportunities for
advancing Britlsh Interests.
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