The Rt Hon John MacGregor OBE MP

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Whitehall Place

LONDON
SW1A 2HH

D

LANDSCAPE CONSERVATION ORDERS

Thank you for your letter of 20 July.
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from me, given that it will be more than 18 months after the
closing date of the consultation exercise. I should be open to
criticism of cowardice if I said nothing on that occasion but
then made an announcement in Parliament soon after the Summer

=

Recess.

I am sure the farming community will welcome the decision; and
any fears they may still have from a commitment to keep the
situation under review will surely lessen as time passes. I hope,
therefore, that you will, on reflection, not press your point.

1 am copying this, as before, to the Prime Minister, Peter
Walker, Malcolm Rifkind, John Major and other members of
H Committee.
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NICHOLAS RIDLEY




