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SUMMARY

Vs BLL THREE PARTY LEADERS ACQUITTED THEMSELVES CREDITABLY IN
THE TV DEBATES, WITH THEEEH CLIBERALY THE CLEAR WINNER, BUT IT
REMAINS TO BE SEEN HOW MUCH OF THE LOST GROUND HE CAN RECOVER.
THE LATESY POLLS SHOW GAINS FOR THE LIBERALS AT THE EXFEMNSE OF
BOTH THE NDP AND THE {DHSEEUEJIUES. =

DETALL

£ e THERE I5 GEMERAL AGREEMENT THAT, IMN THE DEBATE IN FREWNCH ON
264 OCTOBER, MULRONEY DEFENDED HIS GOVERNMENT'S RECORD EFFECTIVELY
BUT THAT TURMER WON GENERAL RESPECT FOR A VIGOROUS PERFORMANCE,

SHOMING NOT ONLY AN IMPROVED COMMAND OF FRENCH BUT ALSO SCORING
ON FREE TRADE AGAINST MULRONEY AND ON SOCIAL POLICIES AGAINST
BROADBENT. THE LATTER MELD HIS OWN, BUT HIS FRENCH IS5 WEAK AND
AS A CONSEQUENCE HE MISSED DEBATING OPPORTUNITIES. THE RESULT
WAS THAT MULROMEY KEPT HMIS GROUND WHILE TURMNER MANAGED TO RESTORE
HIS OWN AND HIS PARTY WORKERS' MORALE: HE PROBABLY REDUCEDR THE

RISK OF LOSING SOME MONTREAL COMSTITUENCIES TO THE NDP, BUT WHETHER
HE SUCCEEDED IMN LODSENING THE CONSERVATIVES' COMMANDING GRIP
ON QUEBEC PROVINCE IS MORE DOURTFUL.

5. IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE DEBATE ON 25 OCTOBER (QF INTEREST

TO THREE TIMES AS MANY WOTERS) MULROMEY WAS AGAIN ON THE DEEENSIVE
AND MOST OF THE TIME SOUGHT TO REMAIN ALOOF AND PRIME MINISTERIAL.
HE FENDED OFF ATTACKS ON HIS GOVERNMENT'S MISUSE OF PATROMNAGE
POWERS, ALTHOUGH TURNER SAW TO IT THAT THE AUDIENCE WERE REMINDED
OF HIS ADMINISTRATION'S EARLIER BPIFFICULTIES IN THIS AREA.

TURNER WAS PARTICULARLY EFFECTIVE IN DEBATING THE FREE TRADE
ISSUE, ON WHICH BOTH HE AND MULRONEY VIED WITH EACH DTHER 1IN
DEEEEEATIDHS OF PATRIDTIEN. IN BISPUTING TURKER'S CLAIM THAT

THE CHANGES FREE TRADE WILL BRING WOULD BE IRREVERSIBLE, MULRONEY
RETORTED THAT THE AGREEMENT LOULD BE CANCELLED AT & MONTHS®
MOTICE., THE LIBERALS HAVE SEIZED ON THIS AS FURTHER EVIDENCE COF
MULRONEY'S INCONSISTENCY,
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COMMMENT
b TURNER'S PERFORMANCE OM 25 OCTOBER HAS BEEN HAILED AS A TRILMPH

BY HIS SUPﬁEEJEHS AND HAS CERTAINLY PROVIDED A WELCOME FILLIP
FOR WIS PARTY'S MORALE. BROADBENT DID LESS WELL THAN MIGHT

HAVE BEEN EXPECTED AND PREDICTABLY CAME IN FOR SHARP CRLTICISM
OF HIS PARTY'S DEFENCE POLICY (WHICH HE HAD TRIED S50 HARD 7O
CHANGE PRIOR TO THE ELECTIDN). ON SOCIAL ISSUES TOO TURNMER'S
PERFORMANCE WAS THE MORE COMVINCING. ALTHOUGH MULRONMEY WILL NOT
HAVE MADE ANY MEW CONYERTS, HE PROBABLY DIDP WELL ENOUGH THO
HﬁlﬂT&iﬂhHlﬂ PARTY'S LEAD. THE MAIN QUESTION THEREFORE SEERMS TO
BE HOW THE ARGUMENTS BETWEEN TURNER AND BROADEBENT WILL AFFECT
THEIR PARTIES'S CHANCES OF COMING SECOND. TODAY'S POLLS SHOW
THAT THE LIBERALS HAVE GONE SOME WAY TO RESTORING THEIR FORTUNES
AT BOTH THE CONSERVATIVES' AND THE NOP'5S EXPENSE.

> TODAY'S MEDIA REPORTS OF FINANCIAL IMPROPRIETIES BY THE
CONSERVATIVE CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIRMAN SENATOR MICHEL COSGER 15 BAD

NEWS FOR MULROMEY, IF ANY OF THE-MUD CAN BE MADE TO STICK.

THE LIBERALS WILL MOW SEEK TO CAPITALISE TO THE MAXIMUM ON THEIR
LEADER'S SUCCESS IN THE TV DEBATES. APART FROM ONE OR TWO FLASHES
0OF PERSONAL ANIMOSITY BETWEEN MULRONEY AND TURNER, THESE MERE
CONDUCTED AT A MIGH LEVEL AND NEUTRAL OBSERVERS HAVE COMPARED
THEM FAVOURABLY AS TO BOTH TONE AND CONTENT WITH THOSE IN

THE US ELECTIOMN. NONE OF THE THREE POLITICAL LEADERS MADE A
SERIOUS MISTAKE SEMI-COLON COMSEQUENTLY NONE OF THEM WAS ABLE

TO0 SCORE A DECISIVE BLOW, ALTHOUGH MULRONEY NOW LOOKS RATHER
MORE VULNERABLE ON FREE TRADE THAN HE DID AT THE QUTSET OF THE
ELECTION. THE MAIN OUTCOME OF THE DEBATES WOULD SEEM TO BE THAI
THE DRIFT TOWARDES A CONSERVATIVE LANDSLIDE, LIKE THAT TOWARDS

A LIBERAL DEBACLE, MAY HAVE BEEN CHECKED,

URWICK
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