CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIiA 2ZAH

17 January 1989

Call on Ehe Prime Minister by Premier Robert Bourassaa
of Quebec: 5.00 pm, 19 January

M. Bourassa will be wigiting the UK from 18-20 January
ga part of a European tour. He will also call on
Chancellor ¥ohl and M. Mitbterrand, and attend the Davos
World Esonomls Forum. His programme in the United Kingdom,
and a personality note are atfached.

M. Bourassa was disappointed that it was not pessible
to gee the Prime Miniaster during hBiz last vwizit bto London,
early in 1987. He regards this call as the highllght of
hiz European tour. He will be accompanied by the
Canadian Aigh Commissicner, Mr Donald Macdonald.

M. Bourassa's main objectives 1n makling this btour are
to atbract inward investment to Quebec; and Lo demonstirate
to nis elentorate that Quebec, under his lesadershinp,
commands externgl influence and re=peckt (he has to go to
the polls before spring 1990 and may call an eslection as
garly as May this year). During his call on the Prime
Minister, M. Bourasss will probably wish to discuas the
prospects for 1992 in Europe and Anglo/Quebec trade. He
has apent some ftime in Brussels studying the workings
af the European Community.

M. Boursasa sbrongly supporta the U5rCanada Fraa
Trade Agreement and, despite being the Leader of a Liberal
Government, asupparted Mr Mulroney during the recent
federal election campaign. He played an important role in
drafting, with the Federal Government, bthe Meech Lake
Aocord, which will bring Quebes in the Constitution for
the firet time since the patrimstion of the latter in 1981,
and at The =ame time meet Quebec's dealre for recognition
of her distinctive soccisky. P

S

1992 and Uruguay Round: Canadian fears of "Fortress
Europa' are similar to thoze in the U5, The Prime Minister
may recall the welcome given by the Toraonte Economle
Symmit to the US/Canada Free Trade Agreemenkt, alongside
the Single European Market. 3She may like Eo say
that both must be open ko third

feountries
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counkiries -and eontribute o the glebal liberalisation wWe
are seeking through the GATT Uruguay Eound. The Rhodes
Council Declaraticon on the Community's internaticnal role
commitbted the BC ko this.

Anglo/Quebec Trade/Inveztment: The present Quebec
Government wWish 1o A pragm=Llc way Lo [oster the development
of the private sector: M. Bourasss gut tax retéez in his
laast prevlnelal budget, is attacking the provincial deficit
and hazs privatiszed several provincially owned corporations.
Quebec's economy., A3 B TeBuUlt, has become more dynamlc, with
growth well above the Canadian average. GDP rose by 5%
in real terms in 1987. There is a new generation of French-
canadian entrapréenaurs. Anglo=-0uebes Ltrading links are
also intrsasing. Britiah exports to Quebec in 1987 were
worth approximately £1 billion 7% of Guebeo's total
imports), & 37k lnereagze over 798b. Quebec exports to the
UK in 1987 were worth over £300 millisn. The UK £5 the
seoond largest ocutside inveator, after the US. I recant
ma for contract (for Airbus worth E200 million) for Canadair
from British Aerospace Ahould lead to closer UE/Quesben
cgllaboratien in this fisld, Some 15 UK companies have
been alerted to the second phase of the James Bay Hydro-
eleatric schemse. Some will, we hope, already have made
contaot.

Sinee 1978 Canada has had 8 cooperation agreement with
the European Space Agenoy (ESA), which allows access to the
main ESA organs and optional programmes. AF Che ESA Counecll
Meeating on 157186 Dacember, thae Director-Ceneral wes
authorised to sign a new cocoperetion agreement covering the
next ten years.

Shauld the gquesticn of the sale of Trafalgar to bhe
Canadians arise, the Prime Minister might rfeaffirm her view
that purs is the best boat for the Canadiens. It fully
meetbs their requirements and is superior to the French
submarine: it 1s faaster, quieter and has shown it can
surtace through the Ice. It is & proven desigmn.

Because the Foreign Secratary is not returning Crom
Vienna until late on 8 January, he will not be able to
gee thils letter in draft. If he disagresa with any points,
wa shall telephone you early on 19 January.

L
TERL A

(R H T Gozney) (
Private SFEFEEEFF

C D Powell E=sq
10 Downing Street
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BOURASEA, THE HON ROBERT, MHA MA

Premler of Quebeec {Liberal! since December 1585 (and
from 1570-197a6}).

Born in Montreal, July 1533.

Educated at Jean de Brebeuf College and University
of Montreal. He was & Rhodes Scholar at Oxford in 1959
and also studied at Harvard.

A lawyer and economist, Mr Bourasss was a Fiscal
Adviger i1n 1960 and subseguently Secretary of the Belanger
commission ocn Taxation in Quebec. He taught-at Ottawa
University.

He was first elected to the Quebec National Assembly
in l956. He bacame Financial {(Qpposition]) Critic. He
was chosan Leader of the Quebec Liberal Party in
January 1970 and sworn in as Premiar of Quabec in
May 1970. He held the Portfolios of Finance (19%70) and
Intergovernmental Affairs (1971-72). 1In 1976 he loat
the Liberal leadership and the Quebec pravincial eleckicen.
He went to Furope and the UE to stuody for several years,
In Octaber 1983 he was elected Leader of the Tuebec Liberal
Party for a second time and by an overwhelming majority.

Bouras=sa led his party to a landslide rictory over
the Parti Quebscols 1in December 1985,

More of a technocrat than & politician by nature,
he has made himself a politician by application., He is
now a good political tactician and reszpected. His
performance since 19B> demonstrates that he has learned
& lot. He gives his Ministers & greater share of the
Limelight. His heart lies in promoting the economic
advancement of Quebec and he played a key role in the
Seventies in authorising work on the James. Bay
hydro-electric project. He announced some months ago
that work would begin soon on the second phase of the
project.

He is - intelligent, well informed, and follows events
in the UK with a keen and svympathetic interest. He has
no consuming interests outside work.

Married to Andree Simard of the wealthy Quebec
shipbuilding family. Two children.
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M BOURASSR'SE PROGRAMME IN THE UNITED KINGDOM

Wednesday l&8 January

1700 -

1930 -

Arrive airpert. Met by Agent-General for
Duebes,

Dinner at Savoy with representatives from
British Rherospace and Bombadier.

Thursday 19 Januarvy

1100 -

1245-1430 -

1500-1530 -

L7000 -

2000 -

Meeting with two senior industrialiste who
have projects in Quebec.

Lurich hosted by Warburgs (Sir David Scholey).

for Foreign

Meeting with Secretary of &
= ecffrey Howe.

tat
and Commonwealth Affairs, Bir

=
a3
Meeting with the Prime Minister.

Dinner at the Berkeley Hotel hosted by the
Quebec Government (30 - 75 guests).

Friday 20 January

1100

Meeting with businessmen who have projectE in
Quebec .

Lunch at the High Commission for journalists.

Meaeting with journalist from The Financial
Times.

Maet staff of the Quebec delegation in

Lonacn.

nt-Ganearal for
representatives
reign trade

eception hos e Age
rianciers, Fc ; rice
-

i

B
b

ankers, businessmen 4
dvigers.

Japart for Paris.




Gowemement du Cudbed Gevernmend of Cueabec
Délégation géndrale Dépation Géndrale
Londres ) London

Le déégué géndral The Agent General

Januery Sth, 1989

RO M|

The Et Hon. Mrs Thatcher, 6 MP
Prime Minister,

First Lord of the Treasury and
Minister for the Civil Bervice
No. 10 Downiog Street

Londoen EBW1

Dear Prime Minister,

The Premier of Quebec, Mr Robert
Bourassa, wishes me to express his thanks to you for
agreeing to meet with him on Thursday, January 18th, at
5:00 pm at No. 10 Downing Street. It is understood
that the Premier wlill be accompanied by the Canadiam
High Commissioner.

The counsellor at our Delegation
respongible for the Premier's visit is Mr Marc
Boucher. He has already been in touch with certailn
members of your staff and they should feel free to
communicate with him at any time with isstructions or
comments which will help to ensure the success of this
visit.

May I personally take this
opportunity to wish you 8 very satisfying New Year,

Yours faithfully’/

ed Scowen

59 PALL MALL, LOMNDON SWTY SJH, UINITED KiNGCOM
TELEPHOMNE 01-830 8314 TELEX 261818 FACSIMILE 01-830 T8




