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I should be grateful if you would bring te the attention
of the Prime Minister the attached letter from the Australian
Prime Minister, Mr Hawke, exXpressing his warm thanks for
the extensive and generous participation by the British .
Government and people in the Australian Bicentennial celebrations.

AUSTRALIAN HIGH COMMISSION
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(David Evans)
Acting High Commissioner

Mr C D Powell

Private Secretary to the Prime Minister
(Overseas Affairs)

No 10 Downing Street
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Now that our Bicentennial year has passed, I write to express the
gincere appreciation of the Government and people of Australia for
your country's imaginative and generous response to our
Bicentennial celebrations.

Australians saw the Bicentenary not only as a significant national
celebration but as a celebration of our friendship with other
nations. We were delighted by the enthusiasm with which the
United Kingdom involwved itself in our celebrations, an involvement
which reflected the close and warm bonds of friendship between our
two peoples.

We were honoured that you and Denis were able to visit Australia
in August.

We appreciate that Britain's high profile in Australia during 1988
was in no small measure dus to the work of the Britain-Australia
Bicentennial Committee which set an ambitious agenda for Britain's
involvement in the Bicentenary. I would be grateful if you would
convey my own thanks, together with those of the Covernment and
people of Australia, to Sir Peter Gadsden and the members of the
Committes.

We are especially grateful for Britain's genercus gift of the =ail
training vessel 'Young Endeavour' which tock part in the Tall
Ships event; and that Britain was able to participate in the
Bicentennial Naval ESalute, the Bicentennial International Air
Show, the Bicentennial Military Tattoo, World Expo 8B, the
International Mathematical Olympiad, the Youth Skill Olympics and
numerous sporting events, cultural activities and international
confaerances.

I take this opportunity to add my personal thanks and warmest
greatings.

AL

The Rt Hon Margaeret Thatcher, MP
Prime Minister
LONDON




