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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES: SOVIET VIEWS
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1:.. In my g4Tute of 7 March I gave an account of my meeting
Mr Iwvanov (Soviet Mi v of Foreign Affairs) on 7 March.
may be vseful if ne or two more details.
d. in paragraph & of my minute, I mentioned Mr Ivancv's
raference to the idea first expressed by Mr Gorbachev in his
gpeech £E0 the Genersl Aﬁsamhjy in Pecembey to Creats a ON
Environmental Disaster Group. Mr Ivanov said that his Governmen
had been prompted into this idea by what had happened - or not
nappened - over the Chernobyl disaster. The disaster had sgtunned
people on the spot and caused a breakdown of communications.
The result had been that the right remedial action, such ag it was
had bheen intolerably delayed. What the Rusglians had in mind for
the future had two aspects

S An Environmental Disaster Group would be set up in New York.
it would consist of very few people who would act in a co-ordinating
role. 1In participating countries a wide range of edxperts would be
garmarked to respond to a call if need should arisse,. In this
faghlion a disaster, whether short or long term, could be ldentif
a2t the request of the Govermment concerned; zhs office in New
would alert appropriate experts from all over the world; and the
experts could fly in, supported by the necessary equipment (and he
particularly mentioned communications eguipment) as soon as
possible thereafter,
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i CoS5t was a4 parampunt consideration in Soviet minds. The
Russians had no intention of proposing a new I_:u_-_.-_-'!.u-;_ racy pald for
out of UN funds. They thought that the scheme could be finsnced
0y participating Governments and of course, depending on the
circumatances, by the reciplent Government. In this fashion costs

CORFIDENTIAL




LDENTLAT

could be kept
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unlikxe the ODA Digaater Unit which,
Secretary of the 0ODA, wWorked eXtrem
that the Soviet Union snould be prog
disaster unit. Prohlems of state
communications Eleld 1d baen an
getting wvery £: n the past.
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the catalyst for vet more change
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