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PRIME MINISTER'S SEMINAR ON GLOBAL CLIMATE

WEDNESDAY 26 APRIL

Concern has mounted this decade that man-made emissions of the
so-called greenhouse gases could alter the climate during the
next century. There remain significant uncerfainties in the
science which need to be resolved. However if technologies
need to be developed and put in place to mitigate this effect
they may require very long lead times. The emission of
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greenhouse gases is a global problem and one that cannot be

solved by any one country alone.

Welcome and introduction by the Prime Minister
followed by
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Scientific assessment of climate change and its

impact (to be introduced by Professor Tom Wigley,
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It is well established that certain gases (carbon

dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide, A V)

chlorofluorocarbons, ozone) affect the radiative dV‘

heat loss of the Earth, and that the concentration
of these so-called 'greenhouse' gases is increasing.
It is less clear what will be the reEEiE?nt effect
on the climate or yﬂgg\that change will take place.
Recent reviews have put the range of warming as an
increase in global average temperature between 1.5
and 4.5 C above pre-industrial levels by ;;_;;;I;_gs
tHE’EIEEEE‘of the next century. Towards the upper
end of this range effects may be discernible on
agriculture and natural ecosystems. The prospects
that sea levels would also rise by 20-140 cm have

been of particular concern.







