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DTI ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMME

Following on my Secretary of State's letter of 4 May to
Mr Ridley, I attach a copy of the booklet, "Your Business and
the Environment", which was published yesterday simultaneously

with the launch of the DTI Environmental Programme. The
booklet outlines the key environmental issues facing business;
gives examples of best practice developed by environmentally
aware firms; and explains how DTI can help businessmen take
action to help their business.

I am sending copies of this letter and the booklet to Private
Secretaries to the Prime Minister; the Secretary of State for
Energy; and MAFF; and, with a copy of my Secretary of
State's letter, to Private Secretaries to the Secretaries of
State for Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

GARETH JONES
Private Secretary
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The world has started to take very seriously the
established threat to the life-protecting ozone layer
from industrial chemicals. Many countries are now
eager for President Bush to take the lead on another
threat to the global climate — the feared warming
of the earth’'s atmosphere by pollutant gases like
carbon dioxide. But despite Mr. Bush's ringing cam-
paign pledge to do just that, his Administration
flounders in confusion and timidity.

This week, the U.S, is chairman of an interna-
tional meeting in Geneva to discuss the greenhouse
effect. Yet Washington’s various bureaucracies
have not agreed on a position, and the American
delegates will sit on the sidelines.

Leadership on the issue has thus fallen to Eu
rope. Last month Prime Minister Thatcher made
her Cabinet sit through a daylong dbriefing on the
greenhouse cffect from climatologists. And yester-
day the British delegate to the United Natlons called
for a new international convention to deal with
global warming.

Washington's only recent aclivity on Lhe green-
house effect scems to have been the Office of Man
and Budget's decision o suften public
testimony on that subject by a Government scien-
tist. James Hansen, a NASA climatologist, com-
plains that the O.M.B. toned down his conclusions
about the severity of global warming before he pre-
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Mr. Bush has not acted, He hasn’t calied for an
international conference or even arranged a confer
ence of his own policy makers to resolve their dif-
ferances. Hence he i hearing no clear advice.

The threat is clear enough, even though experts
disagree on how immediate it IS Pollutant gases do
indeed trap the sun’s heal and mig
warm the earth’s climate. 1t's far too soon to advo

ate the most direct and drastic remedy, which 1s (0o
stop burning coal. But it makes eminent sense 10
buy insurance against global warming with steps
that are worth taking in their own right, from rais-
ing auto efficiency to protecting ti pical forests.

The threat cannot be addressed unless America
assumes a major role. Far from leading the charge,
the White House he ined L.
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